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INTRODUCTION. 

The writer of the following "Old Times" articles began the publication of them in 
the New Hartford Tt•ihune as "n experiment, upon taking the proprietorship of 
that paper. For several years, he had been collecting material r~lative to the early 
history of the town, following his own desire to learn all that could b~ gleaned con
cerning the pioneer settlers, and thf' localities which their memory has made sacred 
to the heart of every loyal descendant. Strange to say, no one had ever before at
tempted any perpetuation of the old time memories which ware fast passing into 
oblivion, until the writer and another member of his family commenced the work. A 
partial result of that research has been given to the public in the Litchfield county 
volume, in which the history of New Hartford is given in general outtine, from the 
earliest steps which led to its settlement until the present time. That was but the 
outline, of which these homely sketches may be called the filling, Limited space ad
mitted of no anecdote or family details in the former, while these form the greater 
part of the matter collected in the followinl;l pages.· 

'l'he articles put forth a.s a ventm·a, proved a success, and that a long silent 
chord in the popular heart was touched, was abundantly proved by the scores, per
haps hundreds, of letters and expt·essions ef interest received by the writer from rep
resentatives of New Hartford families bot.h at home and far away, who read with 
pleasure the records of those they knew in childhood, and lived over again their own 
youth in these traditions of the fathers, and wanderings among the hills and valley• 
of the old town. Had some one begun this work fifty years ago, what treasures of 
local history now buried fo!·ever iu the silent breasts which respond to no human 
Questioner, might have been preserved. The oldest inhabitant of the town is now of 
the third or fourth generation from the early settlers, and since these artieles have 
been in prepar>Ltion, a number who contributed of their early recollections to the 
author's note book, have been removed by death. 

Tile demand for back numbers of the papers containing the "Old Times" articles 
has so far exceeded the supply, tbat it has been thought best to l'e-publish them in 
pamphlet form, til is has been done with a c"reful revision, and additions and cor
rections have been mRde iu many places, where subsequent information received 
seemed to render such change necessary. 

It seems fitting that a brief sketch of t.he first settlement of the town, and its initi
atory •teps, should be given as a prelude to the newspaper articles. 

In 1686, the Gen~ral Assembly of Connecticut, fearing their colonial charter 
would be annulled, and the unoccupied lands of the colony sequestered, made a hasty 
conveyance in trust to the proprietors of Hartford and Windsor of the lands "bound
ed north by the province of Massachusetts, east by Farmington and Simsbury, 
south by Woodbury and Mattatuck, and butting west on the Ousatunnack river." 
When the trouble with England was over, and the colonial government a~rain re-es-



tablished, Hn.t·tford and Windsor were loth to giv~ np t.he western acres which they' 
ha<l come to consider their own, and aft.er much litigation ><nd d.ioturbance in tbe 
matter, the General Assembly, for the sake of peace, made a compromise, am! di
vided the lands in controversy with the claimants, Hartford and Windsor getting the 
eastern or more desirable portion, and the colony taking the western portion. In 
1732, Hartford ami Windsor divided the spoils in a deed of partition which gave to 
Hartford the territory now embraced in New Ilartford, Winchester, Hartland, and the 
eastern part of Harwinton. The south-east portiou, now New Hartford, was valued 
by the proprietors at fifteen shillin~ts an acre, and then contained by estimation 
23,942 acres. Winchester and East Ha.rwintun were valued at ten shillings, and 
Hartland at only seven shillings and sixpence an acre. 

Each tax-payer of Hartford on the list of 1720, or his heirs, was proprietor of an 
undivided share in some one of these townships, in proportion to his list. New Hart
ford fell to the share of one hundred and eighty-two proprietors. A committe was 
appointed to set off lauds to such as wished to settle thereon, and all who entered 
their names for settling were obligated, "in two years next ensuing their agreement 
with the committee, to build a tena!ltable house of sixteen feet square on said land, 
and break up two or three acres of said land, and in one year more after said two 
years are expired, personally to inhabit by themselves or family on saicl land, and to 
be obliged to continue inhabiting on said land for the spaee of three years longer, 
aft•r the first three years are expired." 

It was decided by surveyors sent cut from Hartford to view the land, that Town 
Hill and its immediate vicinity afforded the most suitable locality for a settlement, 
accordin~rly, home lots were laid out, half a mile in length, and twenty rods wide, on 
the easterly and westerly sides of a high way sixteen rods wide, alsa short lots eighty 
rods lon~, whet·e suitable l&nd could be found, near tile hill. In M .. y 1733 the Gen• 
eral Assembly passed an act, ~iving the township the name of New Hartford, and in 
December of the same year the home lots were drawn by the proprietors, th~ rest of 
the land was laid out in divisions, and drawn from t.ime to time, the last drawing
being in 1742. 

According to the t•ecords, highw>1.ys wero laid out, taxes levied, and lands surveyed 
with as great dispatch as possible, consid~ring that tl.te country was an unbroken 
wil•lerness, infested by wild beasts and Indians. The summer of 1734 probably saw 
the settlers busily at work breaking ground, and buildin~ their "tenant11ble houses, 
sixteen feet square." New Hartford Wll.S the only one of the four townships colonized 
by the original proprietors. The pioneers of the town were, with very few exception•, 
either proprietors or sons of proprietors, members of resp~ct.l\ble and well-to-do fam· 
Hies in Rart.ford, hence the peculi11r propriety of the name New Hartford. The first 
sett.lers, as accur<\telv as can be "scert<\ined, were heads of families. viz: Stephen Kel
R6y, Jon<\than Marsh, Mi\rtin Smith, Zebulon Shepherd, Samuel Douglass, Eleazer 
Goodwin, Cyprian Watson, his son Zi\ohariah, John W,.tson, Thomas Olcott, No"h 
Met·rill, Joseph Merrill, John Morrill, .John Andrus. Israel Loomis, Matthew Gillet. 
These were soon followed hy John Seymour, Elijl\h Flower, Is .. u.c Kellogg, Joseph 
Gilbert, Daniel Persons, Samuol Wells, John Speucer, Samuel Benham, .Jonah Rtch
ards, David Ensign, William Steel, John E<igecomb, Thomas Bidwell, Daniel Shop· 
herd. Jonathnn Merrill, and others. 

Tho proprietors in Ihrtford took a fl\therly in test in tho little colony. They gave 
thorn" very liber<ll highway gr:>nt, most of whi,,h WI\S sol•l from time to time for the 
benefit of the town, or exehR.nge•l for more convenient highways; ahw eighty acros 
for the ~upport of a "go~pel mini~ter," n.n1l eig-hty more for the support of a. school; 
o.\so twenty u.creM a~ a. girt to the fir:oJt minister who shouhl settle in town, and a. grist. 
mill privilege. Th~ settlement stel\dily grew and pro•pered, and in 17:J8 was inoor
f!Oro.t.e<l by an act of the Geneml Assembly. 

New H .. rt.ford, March 23, lfl8:l. 
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KUJIBElLOim. droppi~p ef the l!:l)&pel on tke left _,of the 
ee~ter aisle, Two imme~se square fro11t 

In pews, one on each side of the bro!l.d aisle, 
this seriea:o( ar.t~le& upon the towr: were_ occupi~d by pro_min~nt cifuens a.nd 

of New IIB.ftlord, ~>nd Its Inhabitants of then families, while the rest of the COR· 

Illll:iif years ~tgo, it ileems fitt.in~ tha.t· w~ gregation w,ere accommodated in pews ef 
should commence on 'l'own Jlill, where in various Bizos attd sh8J>ilB. Two --lllCIDBed 

pews near the centre of the house, whioh 
I733 the first settlers of the town made could be reached only 1>y.J>arraw passages 
their homes, and where for ma11y years from the side.a.isles, wMe irreverently 
centered the interests of the township. called "•el-pots." The galleries were on 

The Town Hill church, which has been the east, we•t and south sides, th<' latter 
. . being the singers' gallery. and tho st,.irs 

abandoned as a place of wersb1p smce t.he were in the southeast and southwest co•·
death of Rev. Cyrus Yale in May '1864, ners of the audience-room. 
was built in 1 81!9. The original-edifice, I The old "meeting house," ori~:inn.lly a 
owing to the straitened ciroumstances of .hil{h building, was 1 ak<'n poss<'Bsion of 
tha sottl~rs, was te!l _years in bnildiog, j by the town, r.ut. down a •tory nnd con
fl"om 1730 to 1749, and stood just its I vel'teu into o. town house, and for many 
width to the nOI·th, and its length to the I years useu for holding town und oleetor'li 
east of the present church, &lld accord- i meetings. 'l'he b11ii<ling was cut down by 
ing to t.ho o.ncient records oi the town, !stationing e. ohopper at oaeh of th~ posts 
wns "flfty-dve foot• in length and forty 

1 
which were cut off a little at o time, lot

foota in bredth." !.ting the building sPttlo hy dcgi"eN! until 
It was set by the compass, and fronted i it had dropped low enough for tho purpose 

the sont;h. a door on t~~t •ido·opening {].i- i sought. In Nov~mht•l' 1848, tho oitizens 
roetly mto . the aud1enee-room. Tbe1e: of the town desiring to hold theb· mPet-
were throe a1sloo, or alleys then called,- , . , - 1 . .--. 1 one in thecentreu.ndoneonoa"eh side,wjth w,:::s tn Nnrl1• Village o.nd t 1(\ '-'<HI er, 
a row of narrow pews noxt tho ~ll. (now Nepang} it was voted to &ell the old 
There were alse dooro,-ono on t'be east building which wa• accordingly donP, 
and o11e on the we•~ side,-wh_ieh lo~ by Ca t :r 0 j111 C Smilh and ;>.l,.jor Sanford 
short passages mto the s1de tuslos. P · . · , _ 
Tho high pulpit, with its overhn.uging Brown hmng the pUI'Chn.Hers o.t tho pri<'O 

sounditlg Uourtl, lrontfH.l tho HOntb tloor; on of $50. 
tho right of Lho pulpit wus the pow for t.ho: Its massive white oak timbers. sonsonnd 
miuh;tor'fl family, 011 the tert the w1dowt1'! by the Runs n.nd storms o{ more t.llu.n a. 
pow, while the do,.eons !lll.t jn•t un<lor t.ho 1 hnndrotl yoars, wore used in tho bnihling 



3. NEW HARTFOHD IN 'l'HE PAST AND PRESENT. 

uf looms for the Greenwoods Company's 
cotton mills. 

In the old church no chimneys were 
ever built, the worshiper• carried f~ot 
stoves and remained all day every Snnaay 
to attend both morning and afternoon 
service. Some of those who were able to 
do so, built near t.he meetin~ house small 
buildings which they call<•d "Sabbath day 
houses." These were rough but comfort
able, and provided with conveniences for 
heat.ing and cooking. 'Those who came 
from a distance could start " fire in the 
Sabbath day bouse and thew out, pre
paratory to a long session, list~ning t.o a 
protracted sermon. Here they could re
sort between the services and indulge in 
a hot cup of tea and a cold lunch. One of 
these old Sabbath day houses is still in 
existence. It was purchased by Grove S. 
Marsh in 1834, arid removed north to 
about opposite .the Yale homestead, and 
used by him to dress leather m. Mr. 
Marsh sold the bui.diug to Julius Harris 
who, about 1837, removed it farther 
north, down the htll to the cross-road, 
whet·e it now stands on the corner, the 
property and home o( .Hiram J. Harris, 
the son of Julius. 

It i• an interestine; fact that during t.he 
one hundred and twenty years, from tho 
ordination of its fir•t minister to its dis
bat. ding, the church on Town Hill ha<l. 
but four settled pastors,-Rev. Jonathan 
Marsh, from 1739 until his death in 
1794; Rev. F.dward D. Grimn, D. D., 
from 1795 to 1801; Rev, Amasa Jerome, 
from 1802 to 1813, and Rev. Cyrus Yale, 
from 1814 to 1854, w1th an interim of 
three years. 

Opposite the church, a little to the 
north, is the house which was built by 
Abram Kellogg 3d, about 1804, and 
occupied by him as a residence until his 
death, which occured about 1812. He 
was the greatgrandson of Esq. Isaac Kel
logg one of the pioneer settlers of the 
town,aud the father of four daughters and 
two sons, Maria, Jerusha (Benham), Sa
'"h (Bailey), Amanda (Morse), Publius 
and Col. Abram G. now living in Win
Kto•I. AFter Abro.m Kellogg's death, the 

property came into the possession of Ros
well Marsh, and waR ocnupied as a tavern 
several y~ars by Daniel Johnson. Luther 
Loomis bought, the place in 1820 and 
lived there unti\1844, when he built the 
house now owned and oaaupiod by Gf'ove 
S. Marsh. In this hou•c Mr. Loomis' five 
daugh tars were bot·n, viz: Eliza, Mary 
Ann, Caroline, Esther ,.nd Sarah. John P. 
Kellogg purchased the place and lived 
there until May 1879, when he died. 
His widow and her brother Eli J. Merrill 
now reside here. 

Opposite thia place was the house of 
Stephen Chubb, a blacksmith, who came 
to this town from Barkha.msted in 1755, 
and who was probably the first white man 
who ever had a home in the latter town. 
The house was afterwards occupied by 
Plato King, who lived there until he 
moved away from to'Vn. After King, the 
house was occupied by the widow of Shu
baa\ Crow, and later by Elijah Northrup 
and Dougla~s Williams. The latter sold 
the old house to Henry A. ·Kellogg, who . 
occupied it as a re•idonce several years 
when he removed to hi• present residenM 
and tore down the old one. Mr. Kellogg 
still preserve• a portion of the old "King 
hou•e" which is attached to his bl\rn and 
used as a cow house, some of the lath and 
plastering still remaming upon it. 

On the oppo•itc side of the street 
was the place of Col. Earles Thorp, 
who commanded a regiment 'of mili£ia, 
His regiment paraded on Town Hill in 
the fall of 1806. The neighbors turned 
out and prepared the ground for the par- · 
nde, blasted out rock•, leveled oil, etc. 
'!'his pla~e was afterwards owned and 
occupied by Dr. Andr~w Aberuethy, a 
practicing pbysieian, who ea.me hero 
o.bout 1806. Some years later, the place 
wa• owned o.nd occupied by Douglass 
Wiliams, and then by Virgil W. Kellogg, 
a brother of H~nry A. Kellogg. The 
place is now owned by Mrs. Julie P. 
Smith, the authoress, and used as a dwell
ing by her farm overseer. It is on the cor
ner of Town Hill street and the cross road 
which l"nds over to West Hill. JuRt 
south of this house there wns a houoe oc-
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copied by Solomon Kellogg, but it was 
destroyed several years ago. In 1818 
stones were taken from tile walls of the 
old cellar and laid in the cellar walls of 
the house where Daniel Royce now lives. 

On the opposite side of the cross road 
is Esperanza, the beautiful home of Mrs. 
Julie P. Smith, a description of which 
will appear in the next article of this 
Beries. 

NUMBER TWO. 

The place on Town Hill now known as 
"Eeperanza" was built by Rev. Amasa 
Jerome, the third pastor of the Town 
Hill church, who had charge from 1802 
until 1813, when he resigned on account 
of failing ilealth, though he continued to 
reside there until his death, in 1832. 

Mr. Jerome came to New Hartford from 
West Stockbridge, Mass. His first wife 
was Lucy the daughter of Governor 
Treadwell of Farmington; she die•! in the 
Dr. Abernethy ho•1se, mentioned in last 
number, two years- after Mr. J's settle 
ment, leaving a son ... George T., who was 
one of t·wins, the other ilaving died imme
diately after birth. 

Mr. ·Jerome's second wife was Roxy L. 
Hodges of Torrington, who survived her 
husband until _18::_;·7, when she died in 
Bloomfield at the house of her son. By 
his second wife M_r. Jerome had five child
ren, Lucy T. married Rev. Josiah Brewer, 
who was a missionary to Turke.v. She 
is now a widow, and lives most of the 
time in Bloomfield. 

Ama.s& II., died in Bloomfield several 
years ago. Emily died when six years 
old. Emily W., married Chas. M. Owen 
and now lives iit Bloomfield. 'rimotby G., 
remained in New Hartford with his moth
er some years after his father's denth; he 
now lives in Bloomfield. Sat·ah Elizabeth 
married Norman B. M&rrilland now hves 
in the south part of the town. After Mr. 
Jerome was dismissed from New H•.rtford, 
he was settled at Wadsworth, Ohio, but 
being taken· sick soon u.fter, never re
moved bis family to that place; His son 
George T., died at Cnpo Vincent, N.Y., 
about ton yenr• ago, 

After Mr. Jerome's death, t.he place was 
occupied by his widow and children until 
1849, when it was purchased by Rufus 
Rood, who lived there until his death, 
July 4th, 1859. During Mr. Rood's own
et·ship of the place the house burned 
down, but was immediately rebu1lt. M1·s. 
Julio P. Smith the authoress, purchased 
tile place in 1872 of Frederick Lywan, 
since which time it has been her residence, 
except during the coldest months of win
ter each year. Mrs. Smith has nuder her 
own personal supervision completely met
amorphosed this farm and buildings. 
The house has been added to from time 
to time, until it s.Jareely bears a resem-. 
blance to its original appearance. In the 
reception room on the first floor is re
tained the old fireplace, and above it in 
ancient characters is inscribed this log
end, "The ornament of a house are the 
friends who frequent it." Small buildings 
or lodges have been erected in· different 
parts of the gi'<lQ_nds and painted in· u~
ique but tasteful colors. Summer houses 
are placed here and there, and even the 
old scraggy apple trees support observa
tories reached by steps and ladders, 
Stona walla have been handsomely. 
laid to serve as fences, and the· 
grounds thoroughly drained at ereat ex
pense. To the south and west of the 
house, on the West Hill cross-road, a 
troublesome swale has by the inventive 
mind of the gifteLI owner, been transform
t•d into a fairy-like lake,surrounded by ev
ery known variety of lilly aud water flower, 
while a majestic maple grove hard by, 
well supplied with tables and beneh~s, 
serves for a doligbtful resort where cro
quet 11nd picnics may be indulged in by 
the hosts of visilor!l who are entertamed 
every summer at the mar.sion. The wide 
space left by the pioneers of 1733 on 
each side of the street fronting ":h:speran
za" has been beautified by Mrs. Smith, 
rocks having been dug out, the grounds 
leveled off, and young trees,-maple, 
elm, pine aud hemlock,-bave been thick
ly set, so that in another generation the 
entire frontage will present the appear
ance of a well planned grove. 
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Immedi<Lto,ly opposite ''Esperanza", but· was built in 1822 for Rev. Cyrus Yale by 
n. fow yea.r~ ago, stood the house oecupied Ca.ptain N?rman M8rrill. "Father Yu.le," 
for more than twenty ye...rs by Mrs. Pros- as he was reverently a!ld o.llectiono.tely 
epin:t Goodwin, the widow of Jeoluthuc titled by those who kn~w him best, came 
Goodwin, and the motlwr of Judge Hiram to New Hartford in., 1813, and continued 
Goodwin now living in the village of Riv- until 1834, when he resigned and went 
erton formerly Hitchcocksville, This to Ware, Mass., remaining there nntil 
honsc in its da.v was considered the hand- 1837, when hs was recalled to the Town 
somcst residence on Town Hill. The Hill church, and remo.ined in its pastorate 
house was built by Capt. William Cook, I until his death in 1854. On the ground 
who was a blacksmith, and forged every where the house stands was the house of 
nail used in its construction upon his own 1 Selah ~erril!, an old-fashioned linton 
anvil. Captain Cook sold the place to dwelling. It was torn down when Rev. 
Rev. Edward Dorr Griffin, D. D., the sec- Mr. Yale built the present one. Selah 
ond minister of the Town Hill ''burch. Mel"'ill was tue son of Dr. Eldad Merl'ill, 
Dr. Griffin W""' llfterwnrds president of a pra-ctising physician in town in the last· 
Williams College. From 1814 to 1822 century. 
this house w .. s occupied by Rev. Cyru•l Rev. Mr. Yale was a native of Lee, 
Yale, the fourth aud J .. st pastor ever s~t- MaBB., he married·Aeenath Bradley of the 
tied on Towu Hill,and in it Mr. Y .. Je'e two same place, Th<!it• children were, Cyrus 
eldest sons wera born. Mrs. Goodwin, or Dow of New York city; !ohu who for many 
"Aunt Pin a" as she was affectionately y~nrs has been a prReti~ing physician in 
called by her neigubors and friends, was Ware, Mass.; J. Bradley who died in New 
the sister of PJ .. to King mentioned in Hartford ili 1 B53; J'iiX111 Mttria died at 
number one of this series, and like her the age of 13i' Elrslii died fn infancy; 
brother was a person of more than ordin- Rieh1trd H., now of New Orleans, La.; 
ary intelligence and education. She died Mnry E., and- Martha R., twins', tho form
in 1860 at the age of SG, and was buriod er died in 1852, the latter i& now living 
in the Town Hill burying ground. The in Philadelphia the widow of Rev, Elias 
house was painted white, two stories, and R. Beadle; D. D., an eminent divine, and 
had directly in front a well, over which Lucy T., who married Mr. Horace W. 
was built a covering with a tall pell.ked Pitkin of Philadelphia, she died ut the 
roof. Mrs. Goodwin was the last occn- olt1 homestead July 9th, 1880. 
pant of the house, for in 1866 it wus torn Tho house now owned and ocoupie<l loy 
down, r.nd all trace of it is now extin- s .. muel A. liawley, was bnht by Lieut. 
guiHhed. , I~niiC Steele for his son Rodprick, w\to a 

On the opposite side of the rbad 11 short few years after its erection r•m6ved to 
distance to the n01·th, we come to the fiue tue "Genesee count•·y," New York sto.to. 
ohl "Yale homestead," whicll has tho np- Lientc1utnt (prouonnc01l in t.ho•c days 
pourance of,, quiet nnd elegant retreat. "Light'"'t") StoeJc lived in a hou•c which 
Thll house, on which u<hlitious :tllll im- stoo•l nuout fiv~ rods north of the house 
provomontH hn.ve boon frequt~ntly rna,le, now own~~~ an1l m~cupic(l Uy the widow of 
Rtill •·otains to an outside ollsorver its up- Isa~c l'. Ht~ole. Ilt• wa• u """' of con
pearn.nen of thil'ty yo1tr~ ag-o, JH'oLably Uy shlerahle property, lttul hntl two sonR ·nn1l 
tlw ~reeial dmd,!!H of 1\Ir. Yn.!e'~ childt•Hn t>ifrht daug-htet·s. His sPcond son, I~n.nc 

who make it their ~urnmor home, anc.l wish P. Slot>lo, wn.H for tWl'uty year~ tn.x col
to prr.serve from chango so far :ts possiUJo IPctor for thi~ town. f{e waH Uw father 
tllo homo of thoit· chiltlhootl. It •tanois of Tlullt'rt A., tho hte R. Gaylord, 
well bacl< fi'Om the road, •nrrou1Hied 'JY Catile•·ino, (:\hs. \\' •. o,lwnnl of Wolcolt
Htatcly shado tr0es, tho m·ounds in fru1~t villt•) AtlgPliliP, nrul Mrs. Hcth C. Puitw. 
:tr" well cn.rod for, with sea.ts pln.cocl h~t'Q ne tlil·d Jan. 27, 1 H57. 
:tn<l thcro in shadnclloc=-litios. 'l'hn hou.;o Tho nPxt houso, 011 tho opposito sido of 
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the road, now owned and occupied by social turn of mind, and accustomed to 
Daniel Royce, was built by Jonathan wear a large wig. He was settlea on the 

half way plan; was Arminian in his tbeo
Rossiter in 1818. This was the place logical views. In his preachin~~:, as I 
upon which Rev. Jonathan Marsh, remember him, when about fourteen years 
the first pastor of the Tow11 Hill church, old, was not animated, and, as it seemed 
livetl and died. His house stood just back to me, never earnest and ~ousing. Ire-

- member to have l.oeen seriOusly affected 
of the present one, the foundatiOn of the .on seeing and bearing him address the 
old b~use may still be seen, the cellar people on funeral oceasious." 
having been filled up with the walls stand- Of Mr. M"rsh's twelve children, seven 
ing. Wbeu the original house was raised daughter• and five sons, all but. one, Jona
(abont 1740) Rev. Mt·. Marsh said to the than, lived to attain the age of m,.t.urity. 
men present that they must cut away the The daughters were all married. Ann to 
white birches between there and Mr. Zeb. Seymour of Hartford; Jerusha to 

. Israel Loomis' house before they ceuld Joseph King of Middletown; F.lizabeth "' 
have anything to eat or drink, as he Jerij"h Merrill of New Hartford, she is 
wanted to see his nearest neighbors' buried in the cemetery on Town Hill; 
bouse. They fell to, and cut the way Margaret to Luke Cooley; Fanny to John 
clear, when the refreshments, including Collins; M"ry to Abner Beach of Go•hen; 
a goodly supply of rum, were forthcoming. and H .. nuab to Caleb Watson of New 
It was the universal custom in those days Hartford, from whom she was sep,.rated, 
to provide rutn for all extraordinary oc· and afterwards became the second wife of 
casions, religious, political, or social. William Ellery of Hartford. 

Rev. Jonathan Marsh was the son of Tile oldest son Joseph Whit.ing, was the 
Rev. Jor.athan Marsh, long the honored first graduate of Yale College from New 
pastor of the church at Windsor, and of Hartford, he married Eliz,.beth. daughter 
Margaret Whiting;his wife, who came of of Jonathan Marsh of Town Hill, went to 
an eminent colouial family. Jle was born the West Indies, probably on the Havana 
.. t Windsor, 1714. He 2raduated at. YalP expedition, aud died there in 1764 at the 
College in 1735. After completing his age of twenty-one. Daniel settled in Ne<v 
theological studies be accepted the call t-o Hartford; Isa .. c married Lucy, daughter 
New Hartford, where he was ordained, of Deacon Martin Smith, removed to Ty
December, 1739, where he •pent his life, ringham, M><ss., and died there in 1792; 
and where be died, in 1794, aged eighty John Lawrence m,.rried Lucy, the widow 
yeo.rs. He was twice married, first to of Isaac, they were married in Barkham• 
Elizabeth Sheldou, of Hat·tford, Februry Kted in 1796, by Col. Ist'l\el Jones, Jr., 
26, 1740-41, who died, after bearing Justice of the Peace. 
him stx children, May 20, 1749. On 
May 27, 1751, he married Mariana 
Keith, a young widow wtth two dl\ughters, 
sister of John Lawrence, treotsurer of the 
colony, "lady of maHy accomplishments, 
whose friends opposed her burying her 
gracos in th" wilderness of New Hl\rtfQrd. 
This wife, who survived her husband, 
was always called "M,.dame Marsh" by 
his parishioners; she also bore him six 
children, The following pen-portrait of 
him is from Rev. Frederick Marsh's recol-

Rev. Mr. Marsh had ,. negro slave who 
did the work ,.bout his house and fl\rm. 
The negro's name w .. s Moses. About 
forty rods south-e .. st of tho house wa• "" 
or<•burd of some fifty apple trees which 
were set by this slave; it was u.lwa.ys 
called "Moses' orchard." At the south
east cm·ner of the orcb,.rd were potash 
works, probably owned by the Rev. Mr. 
Marsh. In 1825, probably 6ftr ye,.rs 
,.fter this "potash" was destroyed, leached 
ashes were t .. ken fmtn the spot, spread 

lectioos: . I upon the land, ,.nd proved an excellent 
hMr. Mn.rsh was above the m~<hum fertilizer Jor•athan Rossiter bou!lht 

height and siz~ of men, well proportiOned, 1 • • • • 

L~:r,.ve ,.nd venerable in appearance, of al thts pl,.ce 10 1814 of Asu Goodwtn, for 
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many year• town clerk, and who is well 
remembered by many now living. Mr. 
Goodwin, who lived her~ from 1806 to 
1814, purchased thcl place in 1806 of 
William u.nd Samuel Lawrence, relatives 
of the widow of its original owner, 

In "old times" a. little Htimulaut was 
considet·ed essent.iul to health, as well as 
pleasiug to thA appetite, and in haying 
time, especia.lly, it was customat·y to pro. 
vide it for laborers on the farm. Father 
Marsh was a careful tn<tn, and knew that 
ci<ler brandy sometimes "biteth like a 
serpent.'' One c:lay he presented hi~ man 
Moses with a bottle containing a moderate 
quantity of the aforesaid article, a.nd with 
the intention of divet·ting the negro's at
tentiou from the quantity to the superior 
quality of the liquet•, told him I hat it was 
a good many years old- Moses took the 
bottle, held it up to t.he light, and with a 
disappointed look in his eye, replied: 
"Yes, Massa, but berry small of his age." 

NUMBER THREE. 

Rowing l~ft the Daniel Royce placo, we 
Will Cl'OSS the ro<td, and a f~W rods to the 
north come to the old Loomis place. 
This may well be designated "old" e.s it is 
said to ha.ve been the first. "home lot" 
upou which a hon•e w11s built by the pio
neers of 1733. Tile original dwelling 
s4;ood where the old llouse is now i:Oiog to 
decay, and was built by Israel Loomis, 
one of the first settlers of the town. M•·· 
Loomis wa.s a. comparatively young mn.n, 
29 yeat·s of a~:e, when he ~o.me in 1733 to 
the wilus of New Hartfora. Iu 1737 he 
was married to Sarah Simmons. His 
chihlren were Mary, Israel, Laut·a,Joseph, 
Israel, Abigail and Ashbel. The first 
named Israel, Ash bel and Abigail died in 
early chiluhood. 

Lieutenant Loom1s, as he was then 
cn.lled, Reams to have been a man of mili~ 

t:1ry t:J.stes, he was Iieut., of the first com 

this town at the attack on Ticondet·oga. 
He died September 10, 1781, in the 78th 
year of his age. In th~ record of his 
daatb he is called "Deacon Israel Loomis," 
though there is no other authority for so 
designatine him. It is probable that he 
was a godly man, and sometimes officiated 
in the capaoity of deacon during the ab
seuce or illneso of the regular ohurch offi
car. His wife Sarah died November 
1791, in the 80th year of her age. 

His son Joseph was marrieu in 1786 to 
Mat·y Crise. Their children were Mary, 
.Joseph, Israel, Luther and Abigail. He 
was a cooper by trade, and held the posi
tion of town clerk from 1789 to 1805. 
The habitable house now standing on the 
Loomis place, was built by him, This 
propet·ty remained in possession of 
Joseph Loomis' descendants until shortly 
before the death of Frederick Loomis, 
Dec. 8, 1881, when it wa• sold by his 
conservator to Calvin Barrett. The fam
ily of Isruel Loomis, Jr., will be mention
ed in another number. 

A short distance down the hill, to the 
north, on the east side of the roa.d, we 
arrive at tho farm origio .. Ily owned by 
Jonathan Marsh, one of the proprietors 
and fi""t settlers of the town. His dwell
ing stood about ten rods south of tne 
present house. Here he lived llnd died, 
and Hueceading him, the place was owned 
and o"cupied by Jonathau Moush, Jr. 
'rhe pr•sent house was built in 1800 by 
the grandson of the former and son of the 
httter, Ash bel Marsh, Sr .. who died there 
in 1815. The large beautiful maple trees 
in front of the bouse were set by him, five 
of them when the house was fi1·st built, 
but two of which 11re now living, tho•e 
are the ones nearest the houHe. The 
others were taken f•·om East mountain 
and brought there bound in a bundle, and 
to the yoke of a pair of cattle, by witheH, 
there were about twenty-fo:Jr trees of 
them in all. This was llbout 1808. Jon-

pany or trn.inband ev~r organized in town ILthan Marsh, Jr., died in the new houRe 
in 1752, ana from a reference in tho in 1802. In 1776 Ashuel Marsh .. ud 
recot·ds to powuer taken by him from the 

1 

his uncle Joseph Marsh had the only two 
town stock in 17G8, it is infarred that bej c11rts on Town Hill. In those day• ox 
comm~>nued 11 <letl\chment of men fl'om sl~<ls were u.-ed fol' nil farm work. These 
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two carte were in conetant demand by the 1818. His wife wa• Theodoeia, the 
neigl•bot·s, who borrowed them. Mr. daughter of Theodore Gilbert, to whom 
Elipha.let Austin, who lived in the old he was m-.rried February 14, 1788. He 
yellow house which stood opposite the wa.s the father of William Cook who died 
depot of the Ha1·tford & Conn. Western here Dec. 13, 1871, and the grandfather 
Railroad, once hired Ash bel Mar•h's ox of Mise Ada J. Cook now living here. 
cart to go to Farminl(ton. 'l'heee carts Hie other children were Laura, who ma.r
were made by Jonathn.n Marsh 3d, the rie~ a Mr. Newell, aud afterwards a Mr. 
brother of Ash bel. About 1776, a etrip Hotchkiss; Theodosia married Horlow 
of land running entirely acroes from road Spence•·, removed to St. Louis, Mo., 
to road ou the erose way, oppoeite Hiram where ehe died March 11, 1878; Delia, 
Harris' house, about twenty-five acres in who never married; Calvin, who was a 
&ll, wae offered by Daniel Mareh (a son of practising physician in North village, 
Rev. Jouathan) to Aehbel for his ox-cart, where he died September 27, 1841; 
and refueed. Richard, a graduate of Yale College, and 

'l'he wife of Ash bel Marsh, Sr., wae a lawyer of unusual ability for one of his 
Abigail Ward, their children were Esther, years, died at Toledo, Ohio, November 
the widow of Luther Loomis, now living 13, 183!). The pl&ce wa• afterwards 
in New Britain; Chloe, widow of Samuel owned for many years by Ralph Merrill, 
Hotchkiss, now living with her son Cor- who died November 7, 1874. The house 
rill in Collinsville; Ash bel, George, who wa• burned a few years since, but has 
died in Killingworth, December 20, since been rebuilt by Daniel Royce who"e 
1879; Grove S. and James W. The son B•·adley now occupies it. 
three liviu~: brothers are now residents of Some little distance below, on the same 
New Hartford. The youngest of the side of the road, is t.he place formel'ly 
above is now 77, and the oldest 91 years owned by Deacon John Brown, who came 
of age, and tbe combined uges of the five to New Hartford from Canton about 1800. 
is four hundred and twenty-six years, or Deacon Brown was a very upright mao, 
an average of 85 +· iot.elligeot and influential. When he was 

Thore was on this old farm once a tan- youo~: he studied for tha ministry. He 
nery, which stood east of the bouse about took a g1•eat interest in education, being 
twenty-five or thirty rods. Fc>ur vats of for many years school visito1·, and was nn 
this tannery still remain. At the death iot.eresting speaKar. An old man who 
of Ash bel Marsh, the farm nnd homestead lived near him fo1· mauy years, says he 
fell to his son, Ashbel Marsh, Jr., (now was a kind-hearted, generous neighbor. 
living) who resided there until 1878, the He was deacon of the Town Hill cllu•·ch, 
plac~ h~<ving descended fl'om father to son and from its organization in ll:l29 until 
for fo111· ~teneratious. his deatn in HH9, he was a deacon of the 

The place nearly opposite, though a Coug. church in North villugo. He mnr
little to the north of tile old Marsh home ried for hi& second wife the widow of 
stead, wus owned by Capt. William Cook, Eli•ha Cuse, who for many yea1·s prior to 
wllo came to the town from Harwinton his death in 1824, was one of the mo•t 
&bout 1786 and purchased the property prominent business men in this town. 
of Jeremin.h Dart in 1795. Cl\pt. Cook Before Deacon B1·own,this place WI\S own
was a blackemith, and h11d his shop three ed and occupied by Asalwl Jones, wllo re
or four rods south of his house towomls moved to West Hillut"•n the farm where 
Towu Hill. Between hi• house and shop Willi~<m ~farkhnrn arterwa1·ds lived. Tbis 
there formerly ran a road to West Hill Mr. Jones ~<fle•·wnrds removetl to the 
which eo.me out near Herma.u Holcomb's \Vest. Aftel' Den. l:kown, the plu.ce WILS 

old ba.rn. Capt. Cook wa"s a prominent I owued foro. number of yeo.rs by Hobert 
man in hiH day, and repreRentPd New Henderson, during whose owuership tlle 
H11rtford in the le~:islaturP from 1813 to house burned and wa.• rebuilt. ~lr. Hen-
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derson died upon the plac~, and the prop
erty has since heen purchased by Martin 
Wilcox, whose son Frederick now lives 
there. 

Opposite the Deacon Brown place, there 
was formerly a house occup1ed for many 
years by Daniel Marsh, the son of Rev. 
Jonathan. He sold the place to Ash bel 
Marsh, Sen., many years ae-o, and moved 
west. His son Sheldon, married Lydia, 
daughter of Theodore Gilbert, who died 
in Paris, N. Y, in 1853. Asa Gilbert 
lived in the house afterwards, and after 
him Stephen Ruosell, who was the last 
occupant. 'l'be house was two story; it 
was torn down about 1805 by Ashbel 
Marsh, Sen., who used the stone from the 
cclhtr to lay the wall in front of hi• own 
place. 

NUMBER FOUR. 

The place on the coruer of the cross 

great profusion. Mr. Mix's wife was a 
sister of John Merrill of Barkhamsted. 
They had aix daughters and one son, as 
follows: Polly married Henry Kilbourn; 
Lalll'a married Matthew Gillett; Lavinia 
married William Hart; Chauncy married 
Lucy Cook; he died on· Cotton Hi!! wh~re 
he lived a few years. Betsey mar
ried Rufus Harris, and is now living with 
bel' son Luman in Pine Meadow; Aman
da married Norris Seger, and is now living 
at Whitesville, N. Y., and Sophie mar
ried Julius Harris. M1·s. Julius Harris 
and Mrs. William Hart b,.ve both died in 
this town within a few yeara, and in the 
"Sabbath day house" on the corner-Mrs. 
Hiram Harris beiug the daughter of the 
latte•·. There was no other hous~ on the 
cross road, as near u.s the writer can 
learn, within the recolleetion of any one 
now living. 

We now return to the Town Hill road, 
and a short d1stance to the uorth on the 

way leadiug over to the "Steele road" is west side of the way, we come to the 
that of Hiram Harris. His dwelling is modern white house which is on "Ch•rry 
the old "Sabbath day bouse'' moved there Farm." Tllis place was formerly owued 
from •rown Hill by his father, Julius Har· by Joseph Marsh, who died in 1812 at 
ris, who now lives with him. The ~tround, the advanced 1\ge of nearly ninety-four 
about two acres, upon which the house ye1u·s. He wa• 1\ bachelor, and e;ave the 
stands was· fl:lVen to Mrs. Harris by her place to his nephew, JonathlLn Marsh, 3d, 
fl\ther, Ch .. uucy Mix. An account of the who married D<Lmaris Pitkin June 29, 
removal of til is ''Sabbatll day house" from 1780. 'I' hey were the parents of Rev. 
near the Town Hill church hl\s been :riv- Fn•derio.k Marsh of Winchester, wno died 
en. Before the present buildmg WI\S in 1873 at the age of ninety-two years; 
moved on to this place, there stood upon Wyllys; Lucy, (Mrs. Chas. a Rich
it an old house, occupied many years ago ards); Elect11, Cynthia and Jonath"n Pit
by a man by the name of Merrill. kin. The latter was a prominent man, 

The next phtce on the cross road Wl\8 and is well remembered by many now 
the farm of Capt. John Merrill who was a living. He was the father of Elizabeth 
thorough going farmer, he gave his place Marsh, an accomplished womf\n and the 
to Chauncy Mix for taking care of him in first wife of the late R. Gaylord Steele; 
his old age. He died in 1812, or there- she died Feb. 28, 1865. Jonathan P. 
about•. The present house was built by Marsh died in Dec. 1837. ThA present 
('llauncy Mix, Jr., who lived there several house was built by bis widaw, Mrs. Tern
years, and sold the place to Alvin Shep- paranee Marsll, in 1850. Tile old house 
ard who gave it to Luzem Wells. It is of Jonathan Marsh 3d still stands upon 
now owned by Hiram Harris. the plaee, and is used as a barn, the in-

Just beyon•l Capt. Merrill's was the terior having been altered for the pur
house and farm of Chauncy Mix. The pose, though it retains its ori~:inal shape. 
house is now torn down nnd removed, but The place was recently sold by Arthur G. 
the cel111r remains surrounded by lilac land Vara E. Steele, grandchildren of Jon
bushes, which blossom every •pring in · athan P. Marsh, to Mrs. Roxana Metcalf 
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of Riverton, who leased it to Morton San
ford, keeper of the town poor. 

The n~xt house, which stands on the 
east side of the road, a few rods to the 
north, known as the Wyllys Marsh place, 
was built by Nehemiah, Dennis and Jared 
Andr·uss who lived thel'e several yMrs. 
N ebemiab was the father of Leonard and 
Willard Andruss, both well known about 
here. the latter now livin~r in Barkham
sted. Wyllyo Yat·sb was the son of Jona
than 3d, and lived upon this place many 
years. He died Marchi26, 1867. After 
his death,th~ place was sold to John Boyle 
who died there April 7, 1877, and though 
his family still live in the house, the farm 
is owned by Henry M. Gates of North 
Village. 

Immediataly after lEaving this place, the 
road begin• curving to the east, and at 
the foot of a steep pitch, about a hundred 
l'ools distr.nt, we come to the junction of 
the Town and West Hill roads. At these 
forks formerly stood a small unpainted 
house, which was built in the fall of 1819 
b.v Elihu Webster,,the father of Mrs. Wm. 
Cook, who died Jan. 10, 1879. This 
phtce h"" been owned and occupied by 
different ones from time to time-among 
whom was Corrill U. Hotchkiss, now of 
Collinsvrlle. The bouse was burned Au
gust 9, 1879, it being owned and occu
pied at the time by Mts. Mary Munson,( or 
Barrett,)arrd the present one .. bich stands 
•ome 20 Or a0 feet to the no rtb and east, 
wus built the following autumn, 1\nd is uow 
owned and occupied by Riley ::>tillman, 
who purcb..,ed it in the spring of 1882. 

The house of H. H. Stone WILS built hy 
EdwBrd F. Marsh nbout 1844. It was 
afterw!Lrds owned and occupied by S~tmuel 
Hotchkiss, a son-in-l"w of Ash bel Ma•·•h, 

owned by the children of Michael J. Buck
ley. Archibald Marah was the so11 of 
Wyllys ; he sold the farm to D. Byron 
Hoskins of whom it was purchased by J. 
S. Hallock, aud sold by him to Timothy 
Buckley, the uncle of Michael J. Buckley. 

Tnis farm was originally known as the 
"Moody place," having been owned hy 
Adonijah Moody, one of the early set.tlers 
of the town, and afterwards by his son 
Ebenezer. Peletiab Allyn, the first •et
tler of Barkhamsted, married Sarah Smith 
Moody. widow of Adonijab, and daughter 
of Deacon Martin Smith. and in this con
nection we quote a clause from the puh
li•bed history of New Hartford . "'fhe 
pl'eseut line of highway from Town Hill 
to Spruce Brook wa.e purchased of Pele
tiah Allyn and Sarah (Moudy) Allyn, his 
wife, in 1767. It runs through what was 
orrce the Moody farm. This road was 
again altered wtthin the memory of old 
inhabitants, from the house of H. H. 
Stone. It formerly described a southerly 
~urve, avoiding a steep hill above the 
brook." 

The "Moody house" stood below the 
preAent house several rods in the fil'ld
the old cellar place may still be distin
guished. Here was taught the first select 
school ever held in New Hartford, by 
Harold Wyllys. or Har·tford, in 1812. 
Anson Brown of Colebrook, and Dt•. 
Thomas Brinsmade each tllught this select 
school. Capt. Friend Wbite lived in this 
old house for many years, be was the 
father of Friend and Geot·ge White, still 
well remembered by many. Capt. White 
bad one daughter-, tbe wife of Andrew 
Driggs, and mother of Martin Dl'iggs, 
who died here July 22, 1881. 

Sr. Mt•. 8tone pnl'ehased the fnrm in We have now arrived at the small 
1864 and bao lived there ever since. bridge which crosses Spruce Brook, just 
Just ubove Mr. Slone's house th~re once above which, is the road whicll has for 
stood the first school ltJuse of the North ma••Y years been known as "Johnny Cake 
End district. It was convertsd into a Lane." We will pause here, and in th<' 
dwelling house and was occupied by <.!if- next number lead our rt•aders over a new 
ferent famili••· It was torn down allout 6eld, intending before this series is finish
seventy years ago. etl. to return to To""n Hill and j!"ive many 

In 1845, Archillald Marsh lluilt the rulditional historic facts relative to that 
house on the south side of th& ro .. d now interesting portion of New Hartford. 
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NUMBER FIVE. 

Having approached North Village as 
far as the junction· of ''Johnny Cake 
Lane," formerly the All>any turnpike, and 
•rown Hill road, we will retrace our steps 
to the forks of the Town and West Hill 
roads, taking the latter we will renew our 
journey. BefOre reaching any house, we 
come to a road branching off to the right, 
towards the north. Immediately ascend
ing a 11teep hill, we find at the top, the 
house and f•trm of Lyman Moulthrop, 
T~lis was formerly known as the Newton 
pl~tce, it having been owned and occupied 
by Isrnel Newton who purchased the place 
"'bont 1798 of Gn•tAovus Kilbourn, who 
iH •uppo•ed to have been its original pro
prietor, Mr. Newton died in 1799. He 
was the father of Francis Newton, a sur
veyor, who, with his sister Betsey, lived in 
the house unt.il 1862, when be sold the 
property to Mr·. Moulthrop and removed 
to Bar·khamsted. Francis Newton had 
two brothers, F.rasmuR and Clark, and 
three sisters, Lina, Betsey and Clarissa. 
He studied surveying himself without any 
instruction, went to Hartford, bought his 
books, and applied himBelf until he m><s
tered t.he science. He was a very accu
rate a.ud reliable surveyor, and a quiet, 
una8suming man. lie died in Unionville 
October 2d, 1881. Mr. Moulthrop tore 
down the Newton house and bnilt the 
JH'esent one on the old cellar in 18G3. 
He also built. the small house just nor·th, 
for his son George L. in 1878. 

The next house on this l'ORil, about a 
quarter of a mile north, in the hollow, 
waM built by Auror11, Georg-e and Consider 
Hopkins, morP than 80 years ago. After
wart.ls, the placo was owned and occupied 
by John Skinner, After Mr_ Skinner, t.he 
place was owned by Asa. CranA, who in 
181\J built a cid<•r mill just back of the 
honse. He had a. lar~e fn.mily, nll of 
whom <.lied of consumption, a loug row of 
!!l'a.ves, toWlLrtls tile eastPrn boundary of 
tho vil111ge cemetel·y, indicate~ th~ resting
place of t.his family. Mr. Crane was a 
good citizen, univ~rsally r·espectod. He 
usod to shave shingles, John Blakesley 

lived with him when a. boy, and learned of 
him the trade of making shingles, In 
those days, from 50 to 80 years ago, all 
the sbin~!;les used were rived out and 
shaved by band. They were far better 
than those of the present day, the ~rain 
not being crossed, they would last twice, 
perhaps three times, as long as morlern 
shingle• sawed or cut by machinery. Mr. 
Tertius Wadsworth bought this place 
arterward•, and a man by the name of 
Clark Rice lived there. One night, after 
Mr. Rice and his fami)y had retired (sev
eral small children being in the trundle 
bed in the room with their parents) one of 
the litt16 ones w"s awakened by " cat or 
something in their bed, so the youngster 
called out, "Pa, there's Homethin~ in the 
bed." No, there is not," said Rice, ''lie 
still and go to sleep." Soon all the occu
pants of the trundle bed set up an outcry, 
"There~F~ somethi11g in the Led." Rice, 
wislnn~ to quiet. the children, hut skeptical 
about there being sufficient grounds for 
the dist111'ba.nce, got up, turned down thP 
coverings and there espied a black and 
wbite cat nestled down with the children. 
He seized the intruder by the tail, when 
whew! he found the moo•ter to be a !'Oil' 
cat. The comwquences w.t:~re too ft·agra.nt 
to be described. The place hao ever 
Rince been 'known n.s ''Skunk Hollow," 
:tnd the hero of the •tory wao ever· after
wards called "Skunk Rice." The place 
was ii.fterwar·ds owned by Timothy Bue.k
ley, and at the present time by Daniel 
:\Iulcunry. For severn! year·s the house 
was unoccupied as a rf"Hidet1ce, thoug-h 
now n colored man by the nl\me of Adams 
lives in it. 

On this ro!Ld, at>Out hnlf n mile north, 
where the ground is much higher, there 
were many years ago two houses, OWHPd 
and occupied by Stephen and Elisha 
Rust, the latter was the father of Ralze
mon, Elisi.Ja, Norma.u, Truman, Obed and 
Cyprian, the lnst named was killed at the 
b"'ttlo of Antietam while fighting ror the 
Union as Serl!'eant. in Co. C. 8th Conn
Volunteers. He wa~ nlso the father of 
Mrs. Homnn Seger and Mro. Austin Mes
senger both now living, the former in 
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Canton, the latter in Soutuiugton. Elisha Elijal.t ~trong, Jr. Mr. Strong was a car
Rust removed to Barkhamsted and died penter and joiner, ar.d co.mo to New Hart
in that town. Stephen moved to Pennsyl- ford from Windsor with his f~ther, who 
vauia. The•e two ho.uses were never oc- lived in Pine Meadow. Mr. Strong (Eli
copied afterw .. rds, they went to decay or jab, Jr.,) hall two sons, Edward and 
were taken t.lown. There were no other Thomas, and four daughters, viz : Irene 
houses in New Hartford on tl.tis road, (Hubbell), Elizabeth (Btrong); Mary m>Lr
which com••• out near Uriel Spencer's ried Samuel E. Judd, previously men
stone house in Barkhamsted, on the old tioned. She is still living in Hut.lson, 0., 
North Country Road. where her husband is a promi!lent man. 

We will now counter-march until we Jane married Geo. F. So.dd, her cousin. 
arrive at the West Hill road, and in tbe 'fhes•, of whom but one is now living, 
next number continue our journey tow- were the children of Mr. Strong's first 
ards West Hill. wife, Mary Sadd, a sister of Harvey Sadd, 

NUMBER SIX. 

wl.to will be mentioned in a future num
uer. Mr. Strong's second wire was Lavin
ia Barber, who for a numbet· of year• 

The roa•l f1·om the place formerly known lived in the family of Esq. Wm. G. Wil
as Skunk Hollow enters the West Hill Iiams. Sbe never had any children. Mr. 
road in two branches, dtverging at the 
top o.f u. steep pitch, one branch winding 
down to the west, the other to the east. 
TlJese form a considerable angle which is 
open and unoccupied. Directly oppo•ite 
this angle was" smal) shop and dam on 
Spruco brook. This mill privilege was 
built by S!lmuel E. JudJ in 1837 fot• the 
manufacture of saw IHttHlles, etc., u nd 
was used for that purpose about fifteen 
years, but finally became useless. The 
site of r.he d~tm is still distinguishable. 
Al:>Out ten feet above the bridge which 

Slroug was a Ringing teacbel', and his fo.m
ily were all musicians. He died Sept. 1, 

HI 50. The old hou•e wns uuilt by the 
brothers Aurora, George >Lnd Consider 
Hopkins. It was owned for a numher of 
years b.v M•·s. ~ophia Eggleston, who had 
two sons, Horatio and Pl.tilander, soldiers 
in Co. "F", 2d Conu. Heavy Artillery. 
'fbese young men both died in the service 
of their oountry. They at·e buried side 
by !Side in th~ village cemetery, oue tomb
stone mllrking the two graves. Tl.te place 
is now owned hy Calvin Bunett, who lives 

cros•es the brook near where tl.te "new there. . 
l'OIL<l" b•·anclte• off from the West Hill 
l'Oad, many yea.rs ugo stood a. s·aw mill. 
This was one of the oldest water privileges 
in town. It was abandoned bef01·e the 
r~collection of the oldest hving citizen, 
and uo discernible tra.ce of it remains. A 

Before anot.her house is reacl.ted, the 
road IPILds off to the no1·tl.t towards the 
Jesse Dutton pll!.ce, now owned by his son 
Frederick Dutton. This is the only ho•••e 
now standing on this road in the town of 
New Hat·tford. 

few rods above is the house now owned Beyond this place, about 40 rods, there 
a.nU occupit>d by Richmond Burrows. was, ma.uy years ago, n. lo~ hous(• in which 
This house was built by S~tmuel E. Judd lived Josepl.t Drake, the father of Wurten 
in 1838. Mr. Judd sold his property in DraKe of Piuo Meadow, who had" hu·go 
New Hartford and removed to Ohio in fnmily. Ralph Seymour, the father of 
18-!2. 'rhe pluce l.tas since heen owned Carlotou Seymour of Pine Meadow. mat·
by Samuol Hotchkiss, Joseph Marsh, rietl two of ~fr. D .. ake's uau~:htcr•. Ther~ 

EU.warU )o[arsh, and LoYitt Sriru~on, tlw wn.~ nlso u.nothe-r Ia~ houst- on this road 
last of wllom •oltl it to the presest ll<•fore the town line iH reached. Au 
OWHPr. 

rfiJe IJ('Xt hou~e, which Mt.Hnds On thf' 
opposite ~itle of the roa,l, wa~ owned u.nll 
occupied for " great mo.ny yeo.rs by 

orrhanl llf'str where thi!i hou~e onc£1 Rtood 
i~ ca!lt>ll the 40Grann)· \Vhitf! 01·chn.rd." 

Mr. DuUon wn.s n, blncksmith, and form· 
el'iy lived furth~• on up Wost Hill where 
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·Lir.fayett~ N. Ba•·rett now live•, and ba.d a. 
shop o .. a.r by. He diad in August, 1850. 
Upon this road, many years ago, there 
stood a house just to the right, about a. 
quarter of a mile before reaching the 
Dutton place, whioh was the home of Mr. 
Markham, the fKther of the late William 
Markham. Before Mr. Markham, William 
McNary lived in this house, Mr. McNary 
was the father of CKpt. George MeN a.ry, 
whose widow lived for many yeBI'B on the 
plaee new the residence of Bentl<>y W. 
Fraaier. He was the !ll'a.ndfather of Mrs. 
Ira Howd and Mise Julia. McNary, both 
now living in the South E&st district. 
William McNary died suddenly in the 
.Held one day, and Mr. Markh&m married 
hi1 widow. After Mr. MBrkh&m died, the 
widow again married CBptaio Friend 
White. 

Returning to the main West Rill ro11d, 
and eootinuin~r on about a. quarter of ,. 
mile, we &rrive at the email farm bouse 
for many years known as the Friend Hoi· 
comb place. Friend Holcomb, who died 
April 20, 1850, was .the fBther of Can· 
daee, who now ae the widow of James 
Langdon, lives in Quincy, Illinois; of 
Henry Holeomb now living in North Vil
lage;ofCarolin~,Mr•. Franklin Watson who 
lives near BKkervillt'; of Fidelia., Mrs H. G. 
Loomis of Hartford; of Frederick who 
committed euioide iu Southington, in 
HI 58; and Robert Holcomb, now of 
Southington. These were the children of 
Mr. Holeomb'e first wife. who w&s Lydia 
Roberts, she died Deu. 18, 1837. Mr. 
Holcomb's second wife was Susan Beach 
of Winchester. Her children are Har· 
riet, now living in Winsted, the wife of 
Peter De Mars; Jlubert F. the present 
owner and occupant of the place; Claris
sa, who died at the age of fifteen ; and 
James now living in Bloomfield. Mrs. 
Holcomb, the widow of Friend, ie now 
livin11: with her dau~rbter Mrs. De Mare, 
In Winsted. 

The house was built by Phineas Hoi· 
eomb in 1809 or 1810. He was the 
brother of Schuyler, Herman and Friend, 
he died In Granby many yeBrs ago, leav
ing a widow and two children, viz: James 

H. Holcomb, a. lawyer of Hartford, who 
for several years has resided in Europe; 
e.ud Mrs. Harvey B. Elmore, who died in 
Chicago ab9ut 1847. The latter was the 
mother of Serge .. ot Edwin Harvey Elmore 
who was killed at the battle of Antietam 
while gallantly figbtin~r with his company 
("C," 8th C. V.) in the defeuce of his 
couutry. The widow of Phineas Holcomb 
m .. rried Esquire Roger M•ll• of North 
Village, 

The hou•e (after Phineas Holcomb's 
death) was owned by a. mBn by the name 
of Rowley, and then by John Roberts who 
came from Litchfield. He was the grand
father of Cephas Roberts, now of North 
Village, and the father of the first wife of 
Friend Holcomb, to whom hA sold the 
plBce. 

Beyond this bouse nearly half a. mile, 
on the top of the steep hill, liv"d Pninea.s 
Holcomb, Sen., who, beoide the sons 
named, was tbA father of several daugh
ters-as follows: Bet•ey, married E•q. 
James Thorp. Susan married Addison 
Thorp; Julia, Deacon James .\fprrill; 
HarriPt, ShubBel Crow; and Sophronia, 
Douglnss Williams. 'l'h., old hou•e upon 
this fnrm (which stood upon one of the 
most sightly eminences in tl•• town) WRs 
taken down by Hermo.u Holcomb who 
built the house on the oppoe1te side of the 
roatl, where with hie son Herman A. h~ 

now lives. This farm, •• conduot~d hy 
it:i! present owner, is one of the most pro
ductive in New HBrtford; in addition to 
a la1·ge dairy, Mr. Holcomb rBiBeR greRt 
quantities of etrBwberries and other smRII 
fruits for the Hartford, Winsted Bnd home 
markets. 

Having now re&cbeit the summit of 
We•t Hill, with Town Hill to the south 
and East Mountain beyona, with the hills 
and mountains of BarkbRmsted and North 
Canton, dotted with their churches, farm 
houses, wood lots and oultivo.led lll'lds, 
stretching far awBy to the north and east, 
we will rest here and journey onward to
wo.rds the lovely lake in another number. 

NL'Jo!BEB SI<VEN, 

Journeying westward from the Herm"n 
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Holcomb place, the first llouse we como 
to is a small one on tlla rigllt lland side, 
whioh W&b built about 1810 by Lutllar 
Loomis and Sllubaal Urow for a carpenter's 
shop, and was for soma years used by 
them for that purpose. It was converted 
into a dwelling by Ebenezer Goodwin, the 
father of Horaoe Goedwin who livPs near 
by. Mr. Goodwin and llis wife botll died 
in th!s house. 'l'his dwelling was occu
pied for many years by Luther Barrett, 
who died in 1863. 

Tne large brick llouse, which stands on 
the eornar of this road and one laBdiug to 
the south, was built in 1832 by Edward 
Seymour, a son of Sylvester Seymour. 
Its owner and builder died sudd.,nly Oct. 
21, 1879, and his family (wife, son and 
two daughters), now reside there. Upon 
the same site, there was formerly an old 
bouse owned and occupied by Michael 
Olmsted, who removed with his family to 
the west many y .. ars ago. 

Passing on to the west a few rods, there 
is a road leading to the north, A few 
rods from tht> corner, many yeBrs ago, 
was o. smo.ll house occupied by Elias Sey
mour and wife. He was the son of John 
Seymour, the first of the nama who set
tled in this town and who lived in this 

of Nortll Village), and John H.-the two 
last named are the children of his second 
wife, w!Jo was the widow of Co.lvin Bush
nell, of HaJ·tland,-these childr•m o.re o.ll 
living except Willo.rd o.na Sidney. An old 
house occupied by Mr. Mo.rkbo.m previous 
to his builaing tlle pra•ent one, stood o. 
few rods north. After Mr. MarkhOLm'• 
deo.tb, Mo.y 4, 1856, the plo.ca wo.s sold 
to Timothy Tucker. It is now owned by 
Ernest Poly, who lives upon it. 

Returning to the main h1ghw"y, a sbo1·t 
distance on, we come to a house which 
stands in tlle forks of the road. Here 
seventy-five yeBrs ago, lived Jesse Dutton. 
After him, Samuel MBrkham, who was 
the brother of William Markham, lived 
here. It has sinee bean owned and occu
pied by dilferont persons. The present 
owner is Lafayette N. BBrrett. 

Passing on to the right o~ these forks, 
the first place reached is the f .. rm of John 
S. Burwell, who purchased the property 
in 1867 of Harvey Tucker, the gr&od
son of Benjamin Tuaker, who owned and 
occupied the place seventy-five years o.go, 
and who diad upon it in th~ year 1855, 
Benjamin Tucker raised a family of four 
sons and two daugl.ters; one of the latter 
married Allen Jewett of Winsted. 'l'he 

house, and uudoubtadly built it, He w"s other do.ugbter mar1·ied Geo1·ge SandPrson, 
tbe father of twenty children, the major- after wbose death she married Cyprian H. 
ity of whom came with him, it is SU[Jposed Rust, previously mentioned BS having 
about '1750. Six of his sons settled in been killed in battle. As his widow elle 
New Hartford as follows, William, Uriah, now lives in North Village, and d1·aws a 
Elias, Hezekiah, Elijah and David. His pe11sion from the government on aacount 
dau~~:bters married into the Steele, Flower, of her husband's services. 'l'he sons were 
lllarsh, Smith, Andruss, Moody and Kel- Leonard, who lived in Barkhamsted; Ben
logg families, so there most loe many of jamin, Jun., who wi!l be mentioned here
hie descend&nts still living hare, besides after; Edwin, who never married, and 
those of the Seymour name. John Sey- Nelson, who married a daul(hter of Elisha 
mour, Sen., (the father of this John, who Rust, and continued to live upon the old 
died in Hartford in 1748,) w"s one of the homestead, when be was k1lled Dec, 20, 
ori~~:inal proprietors of the town, I&Dd be- 1863, by falling from a ladaer upon 
queathed his property here to his son. which he was at work. He Wits the fath•r 

Beyond this plo.ce nearly half a mile, on of several children, one of whom is the 
the left side, stands the brick house built wife of J. Henry Mel'l'ill. The origiuo.l of 
by William Markham in 1832. Mr. this name in New Hartford, wo.s Ephra. 
Markham was the father of uine children, im, father of Benjamin Sen. He also 
viz: William, ex-Mayor of Atlanta, Ga., lived and died upon this plo.ce. Ephl·o.-
Willard, Sidney, Lester, Jeremiah, Olive, im Tucker, had a harrow, made by him
Harriet, c .. roline, (Mrs. W, E. Thompson,. self, of peculi&r shape and workm&nohip, 
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One day, while at work in the field with 
this implement, Rev. Jonathan Marsh 
cotll ed upon him, and being struck with 
the singular appearance of the drag, he 
told Mr. Tucker, he thought it could be 
no sin to worship the contrivance, as it 
was "like nothing in the heavens above, 
or the earth beneath." Ever after it 
was common among the inhabitants to 
call anything which was queer and 
strange, "as odd as Tucker's drag." 

The Tucker family of West Hill were 
well-to-do, industrious people. An amus
ing anecdote is told of one of them who, 
many years ago, was a member or a mili
tia company in this town. Training day 
in old times, like election, was a great 
event. Each member of th& company was 
required to arm and equip himself, and 
of course when the· training was over, 
took his musket as W<'ll as other equip
menta home. Rum wa~ freely indulged 
in by both soldiers and spectators, and it 
was to be expected that some, if not all, 
woul•l be more or less influenced by the 
ft•ee indulgence which was considered per
fectly propar upon trainiug day. Mr. 
'l'ucker, the hero of the story, was one of 
those who upon this tertain occasion im
bibed freely, and after the day's marching 
and J•at•ading was over, while in one of 
the stores at this village where wet·e con
gregated the yonng nwn and boys, brim 
full of fun, he fell asleep. The boys cap
tured his gnu and in it, over a good 
char~e of powder, they rammed a wad of 
punk, and on this inflammable wad they 
put a!lotber charge of powder, then punk 
~<nd powder alternately, :.mt,iJ the gun ba.r
rel was tilled to the muzzle. Mt·. Tucker 
upon awaking, threw his gun over his 
slwuluer a1od prepared to start upon his 
journey for We•t Hill, but not before the 
boys ilau mana~ed to set fire to the first 
wnd of punk which commenced burning 
slowly. The militia man sot his face 
towards lhe setting sun; when about half 
way up tlte first rise of the hill, near the 
cemetery, the first chargr of powder igni
teu and bang! went the gun. Mr. Tueker 
turned in amazement, examined the smok
ing muzzle, concluded the old thing had 

"bung- fire" from the last volley, tossed it 
back upon his shoulder and ma1 ched on. 
About where Chloe Lankton now live&, 
the old flint lock assert.ed itself again with 
a still more pronounce<l bang! "Well,'' 
said Tucker, "that is the d-dest gun," 
but thinking there mnst be some mistake, 
he again came to a "right shoulder shift" 
and marched a few rods farther, when 
bang! went the musket again. This was 
too much for enduralice, he gave the old 
thing a toss over into CJLpt. McNary's 
field, exclaming, "D-n the gun," and 
walked on. 'l'he gun spoke out again, 
and Tucker, with eyes beginning to 
"bung out," accelerated his st~ps, but 
soon beard a final salute from the old fire
lock. Thinking the devil must have got 
into it, lest he might be overtaken by his 
satanic maje~ty, he struck a dead run. 
which he kept up until the heights of 
West Hill were reached, when turning, be 
shook his fists in d!'tianc<' of North End 
and all its imps. The youngsters bad 
been witnesses to the workings of the 
whole plot, and fo•· many yem·s a laugh 
could be raised at the merest mention of 
"Tucker's gun."· 

Walking up a small bill a short distance 
from Mr. Burwell's house, we come in full 
view of the beautiful lake, commonly 
known as West Hill Pond. This nntural 
sheet of water must have a history most 
interesting could it he told complete. 
Some facts can be given in regard to it, 
and another number will contain them. 

NUMBER EIGHT. 

The sheet of Witter in the north west
ern part of the town was called WonK
sunk-munk, or Wnnksunk-a-mug, by the 
Indians before the pl!lce WitS inhabited by 
white settlers. In the eRrly records of the 
town, at the tim<' of its survey for home 
lots and highways in 1734, this is referred 
to as "a large pond called by the Indians, 
Wonksnnk-a-munk." 

Daniel Shepard who came from Farm· 
ington in 1738, in 1748 removed to the 
east shore of the lake and was, so far as 
known, the first white sett.ler on its banks. 
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His farm in this vicinity comprised 48 
acres, more ot· less, and his dwelling was 
situated not far from til~ farrn now own
ed by Joseph and J. Hem·y Merrill, farth
er not·th, and on the west ~ide of the road. 
He died August 18, 1784. · He had a son 
and a grandson who bore his mtme, and 
otbet· de•cendant.s who remained for many 
years dwellers near thP lake. From this 
family came the name "Shepard'" Pond" 
which was for years the local designation 
of the sheet of water. As the Shepard 
family removed from the neighborhood, 
and ~rmdually ceased to be identified with 
it, the name of "West Hill Pond" camo 
into common acceptation. After all these 
changes would it not be well to call tbi• 
. beautiful lake by its originalnam·e, Wonk
sunkmunk f 

The origin and me~tning of this name 
bas remained buried in the obscul'it.y of 
some old Tunxis tradition. Dr. Trumbull, 
who has published a volume on Indian 
names, gives this one no satisfactory 
meaning. There is a legend tl.mt an old 
Indian Chief by the name of ''Sunk-a-mug" 
once lived hereabouts, and was buried on 
Pike Islllud, near the present. residence of 
Frederick Merrill. From him the lake 
may have tak~n its oritrinal apellation, 
but this can be at the best, only conjec
ture. 

Some sixt.y years ago, HirH.m Driggs 
and William Hart, (father of Truman 
Hart), carried a chain on the ice and 
mea~ured the lake, which is a mile and a 
halt m length, and a half mile at its great
est width, while seventy-two feet is the 
deepest known sounding. Loon Island, 
near tb" western shore, now nearly sub
merged, fot·merly had an area of a half 
acre, and som~ fifty years ago there was " 
building upon it,erected by Alpheus Spen
cer for" shop in which he made clock pins 
of ivy or laurel wood. It WitS aftet·wards 
useu as a hunting and fishing lodge for 
the acaommodatiou of those who visited 
the place in quest of game. The building 
was afterwards removed to Eaton Hill and 
a dwelling made of it. 

Wild geese, ducks and loons abounded 
herP, and the waters we1·e well stocked 

with pickerel, perch, suckers and bull
heads. About sixteel1 ye11-rs sit•ce, black 
basR were introduced into the lake, and 
for three years the catching of them was 
prohibited. It was thought, by some, 
that the bass would exterminate the 
pickerel, but such has not been the case, 
the lat.t~r, being a quicker fish in their 
motions than the bass, a1·P still abundant 
in the;r old haunts. 

A steam saw mill was built on the west 
side of the lake in 1864 by Horace F. 
Merrill, and about one hundred acres of 
land were cleared. The mill was burned 
and the land, now C•>vered with a thick 
new e:rowth, .i• one of the best blackberry 
fields to be found. So far as is known 
there was never a person drowned in the 
lake. About thirty years ago, Augustus 
Tyler, now of Colebrook, broke in while 
fi•h ing on the ice, and was rescued in an 
exhausted condition by Luther Barrett 
who heard his cl'ies while passing. 

In the summer season, the thick groves 
on t.he shores of the lake are the most 
b"autiful resort imaginable, and are fre
quented by fishin~~: and picnic parties ftom 
far aud near. 

In 18 8 0, there were no less than forty
seven boats on the lake, most of them to 
let by thoRe who had •11mmer lodges on 
the shores to accommodate pleasure part
ies. There are several private boat 
houses, ownetl by citizens in town,
among these is one belonging to the au
thoress, Mrs. Julie P. Smith. So clear is 
th~ water, that objects ar6 visible to a 
great depth, and Truman Hart relates 
that once while huutin~~: from a boat., he 
dropped his rifle, and diving twenty-two 
feet, pulled it up by main strength from 
the bottom where it bud lodged. "SucK
er Brook," sometimes called an inlet, is 
only a connecting link with a swamp ly· 
ing near on 1 he west shore, The outlet of 
the lake is "Pond Brook,'' which empties 
into Morgan river near the Paul Rob~rts 
place, now owned by Aaron Lane. 

In 186-!, the Greer.woods Scythe Co. 
purchased the right to da:n this outlet, to 
compensate the Greenwoods Cotton Mills 
for water used during the montuH of June, 
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July and August, when by terms of a.~tree
ment, they (the Scythe Co.) were debarred 
from using the water from the Green
woods pond. When the Greenwoods Co. 
bought out the Scythe Co.'s works, they 
took this privilege, and in 1876, for 
safety, at an expense of $1,200, put iu a. 
permanent stone bulk-head a.t the outlet 
of the lake. This raises the surface of 
the water nine feet, thereby submerging 
Loon Island. The Greenwoods Company 
have a. g&te about twenty-four inches 
square, by which they dra.w the water in 
c .. se of exigency, when their Otis reser
voir fails to furnish sufficient extra. sup
ply. A gate-keeper re•n,.ins in charge of 
the outlt~t. When this nine feet of water 
has been exh&u8ted, the springs will not 
a.g .. in fill tb.e ba.Rin, but it must remain in 
its lowered conditi<on until heavy rains or 
mel tine: snows restore the needed supply. 

NUMBER NINE. 

AJ>proa.ching la.ke Wonksunkmunk from 
the east, about ,. quarter of & mile before 
the lake i• reached, a l'O&d runs north and 
south. •ruruing to the north, a. few rods 
from the inte1·section, there stands an old
fashioned f,.rm house, occupied by the 
sons of Captain Norma.n Merrill, Joseph 
and. J. Henry, and their sister Kate. 
Captain Merrill, who died May 5, 1874, 
will be mentioned more fully iu a. future 
number. His widow, Mrs. Anna. Menill, 
died in this bouse, Oct. 30, 1882, at the 
a.ge of 93. This place was form~rly own
ed by her father, Roswell Marsh, who 
m .. rried Anna Crow, the house having 
been built by Job Marsh, the father of 
Roswell. Mrs. Merrill was bol'll in this 
house, as was her father. She was the 
oldest of five children, one son and four 
uH.ughters. The son was drowned when 
quite young by falling into a tu\) of apple 
juice in the ci<1er mill uear the house. 
This old cider mill is one of the relics of a. 
former generation. The apples are 
thrown in ,. circular trough, within which 
a. large wheel, made of heavy timbers, is 
rolled by horse power, thus crushing them 

to a. pomace which is removed to ,. prcll8 
near by. Many years ago this kind of 
cider mill was eommon, now this is the 
only one left in town. Roswell Marsh 
died Sep. 26, l843, at the age of 83, 

Maria., the second daughter married Ira. 
Seymour; Fanny married Truman 
Kellogg, and is now living on the road be
tween Town Hill and Nepa.ug. She is the 
mother of Mrs. Orvis Griggs, and of Frank 
Kellogg, her uea.rest neighbor. Sabrina. 
was the first wife of the late James F. 
H6nderson, Esq., a. merchant and manu
fa.ct.urer in the village of Nepa.ug. Job 
Marsh, the builder of this hou•e, was the 
second son of the original proprietor and 
settler Jonathan, \)y his second wife. He 
died Sep. 22d, 1822, at the age of 93. 

Beyond •his place, about 30 rods to the 
north, wa.s a. house owned and occupied 
by Ely Andruss, who moved away, and 
the place was bought by Roswell Marsh, 
The house is now toru down, though a. 
portion of the chimney is still standing. 
A few rods north of tile Merrill place, 
on the opposite siue of the road, was the 
place of Daniel Sbepar9-,mentioned in the 
last nulllber of this series a.s having given 
his name to the lake. 

The next house beyond Daniel Shep
ard's was tba.t of Samuel Kelley, whose 
wife was Polly W~trd, a. sister of the wife 
of Ash bel Ma.l'sh, Sen. They removed to 
the we•t many years ILI(O. A little be
yond this, WILS a. small log <•&bin, in which 
lived a family by the name of Foote. A 
short. distance from there, was another lo~r 
cabin occupied hy Israel Griffin, and still 
farther on ~tnother, in which Lomer Grif
fin lived. 

Turning back towards the south, after 
pa.s•ing the Capt. Nm·m"n Merrill plac~, 

,just beyond the road to the east, was, 
many years ago, a. house owned and occu
pied by John Marsh, the older brother of 
Job. He had four chBdren-Natha.niel, 
JmBes, Caleb and Harriet. Mr. Marsh re
moved to Bridgewater, N. Y., with his son 
James. in the latter part of the last cen
tury; he died there in 1805, at the age of 
78. The house was torn down in 1849. 
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ThP. houae at the aouth end of the lal<e, ia that of his father, mentioned in Num
where Henry J. Tucker now lives, wa.s bel' Seven as Benjamin Tucker, Jr. He 
huilt by Asa An<lruss about 1824. After married Roaolia Avery, and I hey hHVc 
the death of Mra. And russ, about 1830, had five children, viz: Ann married 
the place was bought by Richard Hop· 1

1 

Warren A. Jonea, and ia now living in 
kins, who died Nov. 4, 1867. Arter the Bakervill<'j Sophia married Gee. H. Clu.rk, 
d~ath of his minor am1, William B. in she died in Forestville, in 1859; B~taey 
1874, the place waa sohl to the present married her cousin Leonard 'l'ncker, Jr., 
owner. a.nd i~ uow livin~ in California; Frank and 

In a house at the south of the lake, off Henry J. 
in the lots, lived Job Marsh Jt·., who died Mr. Tucker died Sept. 2, 1882, u.t. the 
in 1835, at the age of nearly eighty-nine age of 76. His wiaow still resides upon 
yenrs. His wif~ was Salome Beach of the place. The house, whi~h is an old· 
Goshen, whe d1ed Bix years later, nearly fashioned red oM, was forme1·ly owued 
seventy-ei~~:ht ye,.rs of age. They had "nd built by Nehemiah Andrusa, the 
eight children, viz: Patty, Cand,.ee, father of As .. , praviuusly mentioned. He 
Mile'•, Ebenezer, Elisha, Eliza, Hiram died in 1828 at the age of eighty-five, and 
and· H n... ' "fte1·wards his •on Isaac live a there. 

A few rods fut·ther along was a house A few rods beyond this house. in the 
near the road, occupied by Amos Mar•h, hollow, is located lhe West Hill s~hool 
who also was a son of Job Jllnrah, !:leu. heuse, which atands near School House 
Elijah Maroh, another son, was, durin~-: brook. This is prob .. bly the second 
the war of the Revolution, a mariuer in school houoe, "" it waa built in 1816. 
the navy, and waa captured on board the 'fhe first school house was lucated further 
f:!nake by the vesael of war, Nancy Wan- along, uear the old Lank ton place, uud 
ton, and was paroled at Saint Chriatopher was probably built not I on~ after 1770, 
in the Caribbet· Islands, Dec. 29, 1779, when the West Hill district waa aet off by 
by Wm. Matthew Burt, Esquire, Gover· a voteofthetown. In the early days of the 
11or-in-Chief an<! Caplatn General. He district, achools were hPld ia tJae houses 
returned home and died upon the old of inhabitants deaign .. ted by a committee 
homestead unmu"ried. appointed at town or society meoting. 

The house and farm uow occupied by About half way up the hill which rises 
John M. Andruaa was formerly O'l\'ned by from the brook, stood, until the fall of 
.John Roberta, who had a son John. Mr. 1881, the small house of Joseph Laukton, 
Roberts sold the place to Chauncy E~tton, the father of Chloe, who is known far u.ud 
who died iu 1871, the property still he- neat· as the patient •offerer. Mr. Ltmktou 
longs to his estate. We are now very was a tall, IP~l'&'e m~:m, good uatured and 
nenr the Torrington line,and scarcely half full of anecdote. He was a shoemak~t·. 
a mile from the point upon which rest the He died in this house March 7, 185il, 
corners of the four town•-New Hartford, ouly three montha atter hia wife. They 
Barkhamated, Winchester and Tarring- were e .. ch 82 years of age, having lived 
ton. togethet· 61 yeat·s, lncking but oue tLonth. 

Now let u• retrace om· atepa, pasaing to In thia house Chloe auft"ered from 18~9 to 
the •outh of the lake, and the houae ef 1865, wheu she was removed to her 
Henry J. Tucker, near which are the pic- pre•ent reaidence near l\orth Villnge, 
nic grounds and boat housea for the ac- which waa formerly the North End dis
commod,.tion of hunters, fisherm•u and tt·ict school house. 
pleaaure aeekers. These grounds are in a Chloe was born in Burlingtol! Feb, 26, 
11rove at the extreme southern end of the IH1~. In 1821 she came with her pll· 
lnko, whet·e its wholP length ttnd breath rents from 'foningford, whe•e they had 
can be readily aeen ft·om the hanka. lived six years. When al1P waH 17 yeat'H 

The first place enst of Henry TuckNJs of a.:e, witb aome of her Hchool-mate• she 
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went from the schooi house to the brook 
to wash her slate. While t.hus oceupied 
she slipped and fell, hurting her spine. 
'l'his injury, aggravated by h~reditary 
scrofula, brought on the disability from 
which she has been a helpless invalid for 
half a century. For two or three years 
by the aid of a Rtaff, she could get about 
a little. When she was twenty years old 
she was confined to her bed, from which 
abe has hardly risen since. In July it will 
be fifty years since she has stood upon 
her feet. Her mind iij clear and m dispo
sition she is always cheerful. In a reclin
ing po~itiou. she sew~ and works all me.n
ner of useful Rnd ornamental articles, and 
in little drawers, cupboards, nooks and 
crotnnies near the head of her bed, she is 
surrounded with innumerable little con
venient and pretty articles which she has 
made with her skillful, buey fingers, or 
which hotve been presented to her. Of 
the six daughters of her parents. Chloe is 
the only one remaining-three having 
di<•d of scrofulous consumption and two 
of c~tncer. 

Joseph Lnnkton purchl\sed 1 his house 
of Esquire William Batte!. Elisha Row
ley horo previously lived ther~. "" had Asa 
Bl\ker, the fathet· of William Swayze 
Baker. Mr. Baket• was o. . shoemaker. 
The house wo.s for some years oc~upied 
by another shoemaker, Israel Gross, who 
removed to Torringford. Mr. Gross went 
tLbout from house tu house malting and 
repR.il·ing shoPs, which wa~:~ the custom 
seventy-five years ago. 

On up the hill, nearly a quart&r of a 
mile, ttre the ruins of the house, formerly 
the C11pto.in Sylvest~r Seymour place. 
Thi• in its day was "' handsome house, 
with n lnr~:e pio.zza on two sid~s. occupy
ing a very sic:htly position, o.nd wa• re
gardetl as oue of the finest places in town. 
c .. pt. Seymour WitS the grnndson of John 
Seymour, of whom a.n account was given 
in Number Seven. Co<pt. Sylvester Sey
mour was considered one of the besL 
farmers in this region, and gave much 
attention, o.monc: other things, to ,beep 
ra1smg. He was also o. road contractor, 
a~d by this menn• made IL great portion of 

his property. Capt. i::leymour, who died 
in 1828, at the age of sixty-two years, 
married Lucre~ia Cook. She died in 
1849 at the age of seventy-five. Their 
children we1·e Henry, Edward, Mary Ann, 
who married a Mr. Herrick of Penn
sylvania; Electanever married; Sylvester, 
who died iu New Y01·k; William, who 
died in Markezan, Wis., a few years Hi nee; 
Nancy never married; Th,>mo.s, who died 
in Meadville,Pa., and Elizabeth who never 
married. All these brothers and sistel'B 
are now dead, 'l'he old house, which had 
gone to decay, wa• t<Lkeu down in the 
spring of 1882. The chimney is still 
standiug to mark the spot where once 
•tood the residence of one of New Hart
ford's most prosperous farmers. 

NUMBER TEN. 

Lieut. Uriah Seymour, mentioned in the 
lHst number, lived about six rods to the 
north of his son, Sylvester. The house 
disappeared many yea1·s a:!O, th..,ugh an 
indentation in thP ground shows plainly 
where the cellar has been filled and lev
eled off, the outline of the founuation be
ing still distinct. Au old well, very near, 
yet reml\ins partly open. Uriah Seymour 
wa.s a man of intelligence and influence 
in tow•! matters. He commanded !LS 
Lieut. a d&tachment of Mounted men who 
volunteered for the reli~f of Charlestown 
in 1775. He was a son of John s~ymour 
previonely meutioned. 

A few rods directly east of these two 
oltl Seymour places, is the house and 
farm owned, 75 years ago, bv Esqutre 
Chauncey Seymour. another son of Uriah. 
Ho, like his father, was a man of intelli
l!'ence anU infiueQce, ROd held VariOUS 
offices of honor and profit in the town. 
ne represented the town in the legisla
ture in 1810, '12 and '13. He took " 
lively interest in education, and for many 
ycnrs was nctiug school visitor. He was 
also J uslico of the Peace, anti held other 
officos in the gift of hi• townsmen. Like 
Ui~ brolher, ''Co.pto.in 'Vest," u.s he was 
famil:al'ly called, tho 'Squire was " vory 
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thorough-going fa;mer, and was noted for 
keeJ)iog the best of stook. 

In an old account book of Rev. Jonathan 
Marsb, the first minioter settled in New 
Hartford, (presented to the writer by Mr. 
J. S. Watson, of Hartford), is found 
the following somewhat curiou• entry: 

"June 3, 1785, Chauncey Seymour, Dr., 
to marrying yon-6 s." He was the 
father of three sons and six daughters, 
of whom, Nancy married Warren Wheeler; 
Ira was mentioned in the last number; 
Polly married Tertius Wadsworth, Esq., 
a prosperous business and public wan in 
North Village ; Lovisa watTied Perry 
Moore, now living in New Britain; Eli1.a 
aud Sally married in succession Royal I. 
Watson, well known a. few yea.rs ago in 
the south pa.rt of the town; Cha.nncy, Jr.; 
Isabella never married, and Sedgwick who 
lived upon tha place and died in 1859. 
'fhe latter was the father of Mrs. H. H. 
·Stone of this town, and of Hudson M. 
Seymour who, with his mother, now lives 
upon the pla.ce. The house, though built 
many years ago, has been well cared for, 
and still presents a thrifty, well-preserved 

place where stood the house of Roger 
Olmsted. He removed to the West, and 
the nlace WllS bought. by Esq. .Tames 
Thm·p who died there in Nov<·mber, 1849. 
Esq. Thorp who was a son of Col. Earles 
Thorp, was a man of more than ordi 
nary intelligence. He studied m•dieine 
with Dr. Abernethy on Town Hill, lout 
never practiced as a physici~n. Io his 
younger days he taught school. He was 
Justice of the Peace, represented the 
town in the legislature from 183~ to 
1835, and filled otuer offices in the town. 
He had two daughters, one of whom, Mon
imia J., marr1ed HoraM Goodwin. the 
other died unmarried. This place h"s 
been owned by different persons since 
Esq. Thot•p's death, among whom were 
Col. Birdsey Norton of Goshen, and 
Sa.muel Allen. The old house was burned 
in the spring of 1865. The house 11ow 
stauding on the farm was built by BuJ·
tbolomew Fiun&n, 1ts present owner. 

NUMBER ~LEVEN. 

appearance. Its original owner died in From the Esq. Thorp place, the road 
1839. curved gra.dua.lly to the east, and on about 

The next place en this roa.d is that of half a mile, is rea.ched a fine-looki11g whtte 
tho late John Blakesley, built by him in farm house, which was built about. 1815, 
1842. His wife, who sunives him and by Captaiu Norman Merrill. Before this 
still lives on the place, wao the daughter house there stood, almost upon the samn 
of William Hart, a shoema.kar, well known ground, though a few feet to the weHt, '"' 
about here not many years ago. Mr. old honse which was occupied several 
Ulakealey was an industrious, honest mao, years by Capt. Merrill b~fore he tore it 
and although he had but an acre aad a. down to make room for the new on~, 
half of land, he always found enough to This old house was occupied by Beujamin 
do upon it., and his placo,for neatness and Henshaw. Col. Earles Thorp once owned 
higu culture, could not be excelled in the place and removed from it 10 Town 
Litchfield Couuty. It was by many con- Hill. Joshua Cady a.lso owued the plac~. 
sidered a trent to look his little place over, Mrs. Auna Menill, the widow of Captain 
so nicely was everything kept. He rai•ed Norman, saiu she had he11rd the old house 
celery, garden vegetables and some to- was built by Ash bel Auuruss. Cuptaiu 
bo.cco, and from his own exclusive pro- Merrill purchased the place of his father
duction made very good cigars. He diod in-law, Roswell Mnroh, and lived there 
suddenly of he,.rt disel\se while working until May, 1846, when ue removed to 
iu his garden July 4, 1881. the R. Marsh placo near Lak<• Wonksunk-

Arriving now at the forks of the road muok-his sou R. Mlll"sh Merrill reruoving 
wh~re L. Barrett lives, we will return to to it from the lattet' place in tmn"for. In 
the Captain Seymour place, and going di- this house nine of his eleven childr~n 

rectly south half o. mile, we coiBa to thll. were born, of whom seven aro Htill livin~. 
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as follows : Candace, the widow of Gor
don W. Henderson; Frederick, Norman B., 
Augustus, (now of Thomaston), Joseph, 
J. Henry, and Kate. Those who have 
died are R. Marsh, Fayette, Frank and 
Anna, (Mrs. Shubael H. Henderson). 
Captain Merrill, wha commanded a horse 
company during the palmy days of 
Connecticut militia, was for many years 
a. Kelectma.n, served severa.t years in the 
legislature, and held other town offices. 
He was an enterprising man, a.nd made 
a good deal of money by contracting for 
the uuilding of roads, dams and brid~>:es. 
He die•l May 4th, 1861, instead of 1774, 
as wa• erroneously et .. ted in No. 9 of this 
series. Roswell Marsh Merrill, the oldest 
son of the latter, resided upon the place 
until his death Oct. 10, 1865. His wid
ow, two sons and a. daughter, continued 
residing there until 1875, when thPy sold 
the farm and removed to Hurtford. Her
man Clark now lives upon the place, 
though the proper~y is owned by William 
Chapin of Sheffield, Mass. The cidet· 
mill, 11. few rods to the east, was built iu 
1832. by Captain Merrill. It stands near 
whe1·e the road turns oft to the Captain 
Pitts Goodwin place. 

About a quarter of a mile south, on the 
west side of the I'OJ<d, an old cellar-place 
has, fot· many ye~<ro, marked the spot 
where once st~od the Chapman place, so 
called. This Mr. Cbapman had I hree 
daughters; one ma.rl'ied Jesse Gilbert. 
one a Mr. Colton, and another Mr. Neal. 

A few rods below, on the opposite side 
of the road, remain the marks of what 
was known as the Stevens house. Nearly 
opposite, once stood a house called the 
Filly house. Very near this •pot still 
rPmain• an olJ well which was dug with 
a wooden shov~l by Mrs. Merrill, the 
mother of Mt·s. Filly and Dr. Eluad 
Merrill. 

A few rolls ft·om this, •tands " small 
white house, built in 1851 by Augustus 
Merrill. The house stands upon the cel
lar of the old Jesse Gilbert place, which 
was torn down in 18-!0. Mr. Gilbert 
bou~ht the pl~ce in 1794 of Benjamin 
Henshaw. The ohl house wns occupied 

many ye .. rs by Giles Cone, whose wife 
was an adopted daughter of Jesse Gilbert. 
~orne distance below, on the opposito 
side, was an old house occupied, many 
years ago, by "Deacon" Filly. He was 
the brother-in-law of Dr. Eld,.d M~rrill, 
and hQd 11. son Eldad. 

The large red house, now owned and 
occupied by Fred~rick Merrill, a short 
disto.nce from the old Deacon Filly cellar, 
is oue of the historic pll\ces of the town. 
It was built, probably abuuL 1746, by 
Lieut. Joseph Merrill, who was the oldest 
son of Joseph Met·rill, the pioneer •ettler. 
His •on-in-law, the liLte Rev. Frederick 
Marsh, of Wincllester, in u. manuscript 
record, (now in the possession of Mr. 
Marsh'• grandson, Geo. M. Carrington, 
Esq., of Winsted), writes of him: "Joseph 
Merrill, Jun'r., was an industrious and 
respectable farmer and mechanic (shoe
waker) and lived one and one-hu.lf miles 
S. W. of the meeting house on Town Hill.'' 
His wife was Lydia., daughtet· of Elijah 
Flow~r, who lived in North village in the 
bouse whi<•h was torn down thirty or forty 
yea1·s ago by Wilson B. S~riug, who built 
upon its cellar the house which •tauds to 
the north of, and opposite, the R'f'd & 
Conn. We•tet·n depot, Jo•eph Merrtll, 
Jr., died in March, 1821, at the "ge of 
seventy-stx, and his wife died the month 
previous, at the age of seventy-two. '£hey 
ra.isBll a Ca. wily of four dl\ughters, of whom 
Lydia ma.rrieu Harvey Sadd; Sylvia, Rev, 
Moses Gillett; Parual, Rev. Frederick 
Mo<rsh; and Jerush .. , Daniel Lyman. Af
ter Lieut. Merrill died, his son-in-la.w, 
Harvey Se.dd, lived the•e. 

Dul'ing the small pox epidemic of 1792 
this house wa.s used as 11. hospital, a.nd 
many stricken with this dread tlise .. •e 
were taken there for treatment. The 
house is still in an excallent •tate of pre
~ervo.tion, preseuts a. good a.ppea.ra.uce 
outside and is well kept and comfortnLle 
inHide. 

The present owner of the place, Fred
erick Merrill, son of Capt. Nm·wau, pur
ch~sed it forty-five years BKO, and fitted 
it up for his bride, Eli•abeth, daul(hter of 
Schuyler Holcomb. Here they were mar-
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ried in 1838, and have spent their wed· of the present da.y, but was excellent to 
ded life, Mr. Merl"ill was for m&ny years cut. Cap~. Newell had three sons, of 
a school teacher in this and adj~tceut whom Williatn Jr., removed to the west; 
towns, and is remelJlbot·ed 11.nd respected Henry married Ca.pt. Cook's daughter 
by large numbers uf wen and women now Laura, he died south while peddling; 
in the prime of life, as a successful and and Roget·, who went to Scott's Swamp, 
digmfied master, who ruled the most tur- Farmington. He also ha.d two daughters 
bulent spirits by tile wa.ud of affection - NBucy and Dolly. The old house, which 
rat.ber thau the too common birch-rod. was built between uit:!ety and one hun-

We have now arrived at the cross-t·oads dred years ago by Bildad Merrill, an uncle 
where a bridge spans West, or Carter, of the late Martin Merrill, was tak~u down 
brook. In the southeast~rn angle of these by the present ownar of the place, who 
•·oads stands a red house, which was built but!L the one now standing in 1863. 
by Joseph Met·rill for Harvey Sadd, who Norman B. Merrill is a son of Capt. Nor
lived there uulil tile ueatlt of his father- mao, and like his brother Frederick, has 
iu-law. Mr. Sadd was a silversmith, and been a successful sehoul taacher. He has 
h&d u. shov u.ud water vower on the brook been for several years secretary of the 
just not·th of the house. Mr. Ash bel Board of School Visitors; has represented 
Marsh h"s a couvle of solid silver svoons the town in the legislat.ure; for several 
wade by Mr. l::iacld in this shop. He also years Town Clerk, uud has heid other of
had au iron foundry there which was in fices of trust. His wife is the youngest 
ovcmtwh within fifty yearo. In this da.ugl.tter of Hov. Amasa Jerome. They 
fouudt·y he made stoves, pots, kettles, etc. had a family of thre" sons and one daugh
Mr. Sadd was the first man to bring stoves tar, all of whom, but one, Ltave gone 
into Naw Hartford, be bought them in u.way from !.tome to live. 
Canaa.n and sold thelJl to sevet·al of the On the corner of this road, leo.dine: due 
inhabitants. 'fhis was befere he com- east across to the 'fowu Hill road (now 
meuced making them. In thosa du.ys, the abandoned and grown up to bushes), was 
old-fashioued fire-places were the only a house built by Elisha Pettibone who re
means of beating lwnses or cooking food. moved to Barkhamsted. '!'he place wao 
H~trvey l::iaLld came to New Hartford afterwards known us the Bl"istol Dawson 

from E>tst Wiudsot·. In 1829 he removed place, a man by tho.t uame having lived 
with his family to Austinburg, Ohio, there. After Bristol Dawson, this house 
where be died in 1840 at the age of sixty- was occupied by Chester Douglass. Bena
four years. His wife died in 1843. 'l'lley I jab Douglass, oldest sou of Lite latter, 
bad eight children, of whom Geo. F. Satlo.l, served an avpreuticeship witll Wm. Daw
now of Geueva., 0., wllo m:..nied Jaue son, ~on of BI"istol, confectiou~r, iu New 
Strot"'g, mentioned in Number six Haven. He now llas a large e.stalJli:sl.J
was the .)'OUU.gest. rrl!e place i~ HOW lll8Ht, and sond~ OUt four·)l0l'S8 tt:iLUH :LJJ 
owned by N. B. Menill, and Ltas beeu oc- over tbe state wiLh his catuly, etc. Abra
cupied Gy differeut families lor the past ham Hemmingway lived in the house 
twenty years. afterwards. 'fhe house was torn dowu 

Furthet· ou ~o the southeast, near the aboLtt forty yeMs ago. 
house now owued and occupied by Nor- Beyond het·e, where the 'l'owu Hill road 
man B. ~lenill. was au old house occu- fork~ iu, opposite the 'ft·umu.n Kello,!!'~: 

pied seventy-live years ago, uy Capt. Wm. place, was a bouse occupi• tl uy Isanc 
Newell, wl.to was a blael<Hmith, and work- Cadwell, but it was torn dowu many years 
etlntar by. lllr. Ash bel Mat•sh tells of a ago by Deacon JumeH Merrill. 'l'he hou"e 
scythe matle by him 011 his anvil, for Mr. now owned by the widow of 'l't·um'"' Kel
~'larsh's fa.ther, upon which could Ue seen logg, wa.s owued, seventy-five yea.rM ago, 
avery blow of t.lte hamnwr. It was rough by Abi,iah Mooro. Hu had four sous
iu ar>peat"auco as compareJ with scylheB Abijab, Orrin, Allen and Pert·y. The first 
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three removed to the West, and the last 
went to New Britain, wh~re he. now re
sides. Mr. Moore had six daughters. 
Auigail marl'ied John 8t•·ong, Phoobe mar
ried a Benham, Sarah mall'iedAaron Hen
derson, Tripbenio. man·ied Jeduthun Wil
son, Almira. mnrrieJ Andrew Winslow, 
and aftet· his death a. Mt·. Burdick; Lu
cretia married Wm. Smith of New Bl'itain, 
and Nancy, Joseph Cowles-they wot·e the 
parents of Mt·s. Hiram F. Smith, now liv
ing in the south p1ut of the town. 

This number has tstken us away from 
West Hill, where we shall retnm some 
future day and finish up the ground in 
that pleasant region. 

NUMBER TW~LVE. 

At the Truman Kellogg place cornPr, 
we turn to the northeast toward• Town 
Hill, stnd the first house we come to is the 
one now owned by Deacon James Merrill, 
thongll not oceu pied by him. De a. MPr
rill married for his first wife Julia, the 
daughte1' of Phineas Holcomb, of West 
Hill. He has one son, Marshall, now liv
ing in Winsted, and four dll.ughters. The 
daught~rs are Emeline, who married the 
late Ira Merrill; Harriet mstrried the late 
James Kellogg; Frances married Leonard 
W. Kello~g of New Hstven, and Julia A. 
married John Polly, a lawyer, now living 
iu Chico~gn. The present owner of this 
fat·m, who now lives with hi• daughter, 
Mrs. Han·iet Kellogg at NPpaug, is the. 
son of Capt. Phineas Met•rill. The latter 
built the house about 1825, and liv~d 

upon the place until his death, March :n, 
1828. He was married in 1781 to Anna 
Buell of Litchfield, a descendant of John 
Buell, the first white settler in that town. 
She died in this house, September 4, 
1855, at the age of ninety-eight. They 
had two <.laughters-Candace, who mar
ried Josl·ph Gilbert, and removed to Micb
igan, where she died; Harriet, who mar
ried Roget· Mills, Esq., a lawy~r, who 
lived for many yHars and died in Nortll 
Village; the three sons-Norman aud 
James, both previously mentioned; and 
Henry. 'rhe last named died when a child. 

Captain Phineas Merrill was an officer in 
the war of the Revolution. He held the 
rank of Captain and Conductor of team· 
sters, under the command of Col, Jere
miah Wadsworth of Hstrtford, Commis
sary of the St.ate of Connecticut. 

The next house, on tho same side of the 
road, somo twenty rods to the north, was 
built in 1855, by Marshall Merrill, son of 
Deacon James. It stands a few feet back 
of whet·e a house once stood, which was 
the home of his .great grandfather, Joseph 
Menill, Sen., one of the pioneer settlers 
uf New Hartford. This old hons~ was 
probably one of the very first dwellings 
erected in the town. Here the old settler 
lived, and here he died Oct. 13, 1788, 
aged eighty-two years. He had three 
wives; the first, Mary, probably died 
before he removed from Hartford in 
1734. His second wife was ,Abigail 
Stone of Guilford, and the third wifo was 
Martha, the widow of David Cllapins, a 
soldier who lost his life in the expedition 
against Havana., under Gen. Lyman, in 
1762. A detachment of sixteeu young 
men from New Hartford went in this ex
pedition, of whom but one, Benj~tmin 
Merrill, lived to return. 

It is to be regretted that the names of 
all of these young soldiers cannot be pre
>erved. A diligent search among the 
records at Hartford, discloses the follow
ing, which are all that can be fonnd, viz: 
Michael Merrill (son of Joseph), Eliakim 
Merrill, DaviJ Chapin•, Zebulon Sllepard, 
Joseph Watson, Natllaniel Wilcox, Gideon 
Smith, John Miller and Joseph Whiting 
Marsh. 'rhe last named was the son of 
Rev. Jonathan Marsh, and the first New 
Hartford gt·aduate of Yale College. 

By his first wife, Joseph Merl'ill had 
one danghter-C!emence, or Clement, 
who married Deacon Noah Kellogg; by 
his second wife. to whom he was married 
"March ye last da.y, 1742," he h~td four 
sons and four daughters. Joseph, Jr., of 
whom some account is given in last num
ber, died upon the Havana expedition 
SHpt. 5, 1762; Phinlla>; and James, who 
lived at Sandisfield, Mass., and at Balls
ton Spa, N. Y.; Mary married Ichabod 
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Merrill, (tile father of Deacon Joseph o.ud i Lucy, (twin to Amy), married 'l'heodorP 
Eli, Sen.;) Abigail married Eli Andrus; Lee; Lois, married John Seymour; Han
Mercy married Captain Titus Watson of nah; Moses, who died in Hartford, a 
Norfolk, an officer of the Revolution; young ll!lan. Afterwards, Eliphalet En
Prudence married Asallel Humpllrey, sign bought this place, and with his wife 
Esq., of Norfolk; Joanna married Jonas lived there until Liley both died, then tht 
Safford, and lived in Poultney, Vt., from house was torn down. Th~re is but little 
whence they removed to Gallipolis, Ollio. left to show where the last three mention
His wife Abigail, died May :Jd, 1768, ed house• stood, yet it seemed necessary 
and lies buried by his side in the •rown to mention the fact of their former ex
Hill burying ground. By his third wife, istence. 
lle had one son Michael, w.ho studied We are now approaching Town Hill, 
medicine, and practiced his profession in concerning which loe.ality additional in
Great Banington, Mass. Tllis Joseph teresting facts will be given. 
Merrill Sen., was the son of Deacon 
Abraham Mel'l'ill of Hartford, one of the 
proprietors of New Hartford, and grand
son of Jolln Mel'l'ill Esq., also of Hat·t
ford. 

Just beyond tile Joseph Mel'l'ill home
stead, on the east side of the high way, 
seventy-five year• ago, was a house oocu
pied by Benjamin Skinnet•, who wa• a 
weaver, and afterwards removed to Xortlt 
End, and worked as miller in a grist 
mill which stood on Spruce Brook, just 
below what iH known as the Simons place. 
This bouse was once strucl,: by lightning, 
Mr. Skinner was prostrated but not killed. 
The writer has been unable to learn who 
owned tllis house, or when it was built, 

A little further on, about where Marsh
all Merrill's barn now stands, was, many 
years ago, a house occupied by Dr. Josiah 
Hatcll, who ma.nied Eliza.beth, sister of 
Moses and Elias Kellogg, and after sev
eral years practice in New Hartford, re
moved to Granville, Ma•s. 

Some twenty-five rods above the last 
named place, on the east sid~, at the an
gle of the road, once stood a house occu
pied by Moses Marsh, a shoemaker, Ron 
of the proprietor, Jonathan Marsh. He 
died more than eight'y years ago, but his 
daul(hters lived there years aftet• his 
deatll. He had a numerous family, tht·ee 
of whom died young; tile otllet•s wore
Sarah, who married David Covil, removed 
to the West; Anna. married Allen Good
win, anu was the mother of Horace Good
win, a silversmith in Hartfurd; Amy, 
married Eli Seymour, of West Hartford; 

Approaching Town Hill from the Joseph 
Merrill fat·m, the first house reaclled, is 
the small white one, now owned and oc
cupied by James Dugan. 'rhis house was 
built by its present owner, a previous 
dwelling having burned upon the place. 
The origin1d house is supposed to hll.ve 
been built by Dea. Noah Kellogg for his 
son-in-law, David Wheeler, who lived 
tllere. 'l'itus Woodruff once owned the 
place, and with Ilia lht·ee sons and six 
daughters, lived upon it. His sons were 
Solomon, John and Warellam, the ·latter 
now living in Griffin, Georgia. His 
daughters were Caroline, who married 
William Steele tile son of Zadoc; Onill, 
wllo married Chas. D. Kellogg; Flora, 
who mMried Simeon Loomis, and is uow 
liviu~: i11 New Britain; Abigail, wllo mar
ried Ammi Wilcox;, I>'idelia, who mart·ted 
David Benjamin, and Ellen, who manied 
Cllester Demi11g of Canaan. '!'hes~ are 
all dead except Flora t~.nt.l Warehttm. 
Mr. Woodruff removed to Goshen, about 
1847, whet·e he diet.!, and William Wedge 
became the put·chaset• of the plt~.ce, lt was 
owt\ed for several years by J ohu IV ood
ruff, above mentioned, who di~d there in 
18G8. He was the fatllet• of w .. ltor C. 
Woodruff, who with his motllet· lives in 
North Vill,.ge. After his deatll, the 
place was sold to the pt·eseut owner. 

Neal'!y opposite the last m~utioned 

place, st11nds a modet'D white house, own
ed o.nd occupied by Mt·s. Emeline Met'rill. 
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This hou~e was built 
Merrill's husband, the 
and his brother Eli J. 

in 1850, by Mrs. 
late Ira Me•·rill, 
'l'be house stands 

near the spot where formerly stood the 
residence of Dea, Noah Kellogg, who 
married, "November ye 18th, 1754," the 
eldest daughter of Joseph Merrill, men· 
tiouad in the last number of this sel'ies. 
He was the son of Isaac Kellogg, an early 
settler of the town. Rev. Frederick 
Marsh, in his manuscript account of the 
early inhabitants of New Hartford, say~ of 
him: "'l'his M1·. Kellogg appeared to me, 
"in my youthful days, to be a very grave, 
"serious and exemplary man, less cheerful 
"and social than his brother Abraham.'' 
He lived, brought up his family, and died 
upon this place, He had three ~ons and 
six daughters. Of these Noah, Jr., .Jesse, 
Clemence, (Hurlburt), Anna (Thrall), 
and Hulda (Norton), removed West; 
Miriam married Noah Seymour; Sarah 
marrieu Daniel Sandiforth; Michael, t be 
father of George Kellogg of Winsted, and 
Clarissa, who married David Wheeler, 
previously mentioned. Dea. KBllogg, who 
was a carpenter and joiner, died in 180G, 
after which, his son Michael lived upon 
the place 

On the north side of the road, some ten 
or twelve rods from the Ira Merrill place, 
was un old house occupied by Segur 
Steele, ·~nd afterwards by a blacksmith 
named llibbard. His shop which stood 
near uy, was afterwa•·ds removed by 
Eliphalet Ensign, and converted into a 
place for weaving. 

A very old dilapidated house, well to 
the west as the road turr<s to the north, 
indicates the former residence of Eli 
Merr~ll, Sen., and his uncle, Joseph Mer
rill, 2d. The latter, who was for years 
Deacon of the Town Hill church, and 
town clc•rk from 1778 to 1783, was the 
son and successor upon the> farm to Noah 
Merrill, one of the earliest settlers of tht' 
town. Noah Merrill was tho first man 
appointed Town Clerk of New Ha1·tford, 
though he never acted in that capac;ty, 
having diad before he took the oath of 
office. He died in 1 7J9, his having been 
the first <Ieath among the pione~rs. It is 

supposed tbfLt be WILS taken to Hartford 
for burial. After his death, his wife rode 
horseback to Hartford and gave birth to 
a child, afterwards returning to her homo 
in the wilderneso, whore she lived many 
years and raised her. family of four child
ren, viz: Ichabod, who lived on West 
Hill; Joseph 2d; Me hi table, who m>mied 
Willi11m Seymour; and Noah, J1·. Eli 
Merrill, Sen., was the son of lchabo1l, 
He went to live with his uncle Joseph 2ct, 
who had no children, and took ea.re of 
him in his declining years, and after his 
death succeeded to his estate. Eli Mer
rill, Sen., who manied the daughter of 
Elihu Jones, who lived on WMt Hill, upon 
the place mentioned as the Wm. Murk bam 
place, previous to the ownership of Mr. 
Markh&m, was tbe father of Esther, the 
widow of Chester Rider, now living; 
Lydia B., who married Chas. Mathews; 
Ira; Eli J.; I. Riley, and Acbsea, the wid
ow of John P. Kellogg. Within the mem
ory of Mr. Eli J. Merrill, who now owns 
this old farm, there stood, about. twelve 
rods east of the house, a monument, set 
th~re at the early survey of the town to 
mark the geog1·aphical center of New 
Ha•·t(ord. 'l'he monument consisted of 
stones laid up, with a stake in the center. 
It was the original intention to locate the 
meeting bouse near this point, but upon 
examination, the ground was thought to 
be too low and wet, so the stake was 
pitched on highet• ground to the no1·th, 
near the present Town Hill church. 

'l'he house to the north, on the west 
side of the way, recently occupied by 
Wm. H. Ingham, was owned by Captain 
Elias Kellogg, the 1nandson of the pionee•· 
settlers, Isaac Kellogg nnd Jonathan 
Marsh. He was the twin brother of 
Moses, and the father of Captaill Chas. D. 
Kellogg, now living in Pine Meadow, who 
was his only child. He died in this house 
in 18:-IO. His son lived there several 
years and sold the place to Edwin Kel
logg, a son of Michael, who lived there 
several years. After be died his widow 
sold the place to Mr. Ingham. Tho place 
whil!h is now unoc(•upiect, is owned by 
Chas. 1<'. Maxfield. 
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'l'he early settler, Isa. .. c Kellogg, it is 
supposed, was born in Ha.rtford, a.nd;ca.me 
from that place to this settlement. The 
writer ca.n obta.in no positive ·~informa.tion 
as to the exa.ot spot upon which he built 
hi~ house, though it seem~ probabltl that 
lle lived upon the place now owned by 
Mr. Maxfield. He 11ppears to htLve been 
tLbout forty-five or fifty years of a.ge when 
he removed to New Ha.t•tford. Most, if 
not all, of his children were born before 
coming hera. Who his wife was, the 
writet· htLs been unable to lea.rn, but 
through the ma.nu01cript recot·d~ of Rev. 
Frederick Marsh, considora.ble concerning 
him h .. s been obtai net!. He wa.s distin
guished for his piety, good judgment, 
firmness, a.nd a.bility a.s a magistrate. His 
excellence of cl:aracter and conduct. were 
proverbial long after he was dea.d. He 
was one of the two first representa.tives 
sent t.o the general .. ssembly from New 
Hartford, and was the fit·st Justice of the 

Peace i11 this town, a.ppointed upon pe· 
titiou of the inhabita.nts in 1745. In the 
geneml a.ssembly he must have attracted 
considerable attention, as he wa.s ca.lled 
upon to pray befot•e tha.t body. He died 
about 1784,at whit·h time he was ~up posed 
to have been netLrly ot• quit" ninety yoaJ·s 
or "ge. His children were Samuel, Ahr·am, 
No11h, Isaac, A;hblll, Joseph, Mary 
(Bit·ge), '1'heodo~ia (MII.I'sil), Anna (Crow), 
Mrngaret, Esther, t:-o>rall (Mer-rill of Can
ton), and Hnldah (Benham); tLll of these 
chihhen, with the exception of Margaret 
a.utl EF1the1·, grew up alll.l had fu.n:ulie~ of 
tlteir owu. Mosl of r.hem couti11ued to re
siole in thi~ Lowu, and will b~ meutrouetl 
more particulul'ly in ollwr uuwbers of 
these sketches. 

Abr· .. ham Kellogg, the second son of 
Isuac, mal't'ied !:!arab, the duugh t~•· of 
Jonathan Marsh, !:leu., u11tl lived upon 
this place, wher·H he r·tLiseu " family of 
eleven child1·eu. Like his futher, he W1L~ 

(twins), .Phineas, Ma.rtin, Frederick W., 
'1'ruman, Sar .. h, who married Ma.rtiu 
Smith a.nd removed to A~htahultL Co., 
Ohio; a.nd Eliza.beth, who ma.rried (late in 
life) Dr. Josia.h Hatch, they •·emoved to 
Gra.n ville, Ma.ss. Phineas and Solomon 
Kellogg, removed with then· fa.milies to 
Oneida county, New York, in 1788-89, 
a.nd founded a. town, namiB!< it from their 
na.tive place, "New Hartford." 

Some thirty rods to the north of this 
pla.ce, stood the brick school house, which 
wa.s taken down twenty-fiv~ yea.r• a.go on 
nccouut of its iusecurity, the walls ha.viug 
begun to sprea.d. Before this, r.here wa.s 
a school house a. little further to the 
north,an old· fashioned gambrel roof build
ing, pr·oba.bly the one which iu town 
meeting iu 1753 it wa.s voted to build 
"twenty-five feet long, sixteen fePt wide 
·•and seven aud one-ha.lf feet betwe~u 
"joints, to be set within twenty rods of 
"the meeting house," and which was cow
pl~ted in 1756. '1'he present neat little 
whit~ •chool house, which stand• near·iy 
opposite the sites of Lhe former· ones, w11s 
built in 1860. 

A little further to the north, and ne .. rly 
opposite the J>resent meeting hou~e. wns 
the house of Hor·ace Kellogg. He w11s 
the ftLtller of Frederick H., John P., 
Hem·y A., Virgil W. and OrphlL A. Kel
logg. 'l'he fir·sL of these was the chih.l of 
his fil'st wife, who was O!'plla PI'" tt of 
Gran by. For his secoru.l Wlftt he mnrrieU 
Anu10, the daughtel' of haac Steel<·. 
Hoi'&Ce Kellogg, lik~ his fiLth~r. who lived 
upon the place befor·e him, was" re•t>L'ct· 
od tLnd th1·ifty ful'm~t·. Hi• rather· was 
Abr·uham Kellogg, Jt·., the llr·orh~r oi 
Mot!JeS aud Eliu~, aru.J his tuol !Jer· wus 
Sara.h Seym0111', the11 clnught1·r of Jobu 
Seymour, HJeutio11ed iu NumUea· rreu of 
thi• sel'ies. After• the dear It of l!m·ace 
Kellogg, the hou•e waR tol'!l duwu. 

a eht'ea·ful u.nU agrt•eable mu.u, though uot 
so promiuent 111 vuUlic atlait·~. He livt·d 
to be eighty-fiv~ yeltl'• old, 11.11d died Jan
uary 13, 11::105. His children wer·e Es
ther, who ma.l'l'ied Col. A1trou Austin ; 
Abraham, !:lolomon, Mosc• anu ElitLs, 

We o.re agaiu UptHI the grouull where 
these a.rtielefl. were commeucll'd, in the 
immediate vicinity uf tile 'l'owu Hill meet-
ing house. Adolitiou"l fuels of inter·est in 
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regard to this building are, thdlt it was 
built by one, Palmer, at a oost of $3,000, 
and the heavy stone for the steps and un
derpinning, were drawn on ox teamH from 
Goshen, by Cnptaiu Pitts Goodwin and 
other citizens. 

Liberty was granted, by a vote of the 
town, in 1761 "to any inhabitant to set 
"up a Sabbath-day house not nearer the 
"meeting hou•e than ten rods." Of these 
there were three, the one immediately 
back of the old sanctuary, known as the 
"red Sa.bbath house," was mentioned in 
Number One of this series. 

We are indebted to Dr. John Yale of 
Ware, Mass., for the following in forma· 
tion conceming it: "As to the old red 
"Sabbath house, which is now owned by 
"Mr. Harris, Lucy T. Jerome taught a 
"select school in it, ,.nd young ladies 
"from different parts of the town a.ttend
"ed and boo.t•ded on the hill. Ann Sey
"mour, daughter of Ira. Seymour, and wife 
"ol Edmund Watson; Sarah Ann Watson, 
"sister of Royal and Edmund, and wife ot 
"Dr. Gillett, formerly of East Windsor, 
"were among her pupils, and boardAd ·at 
"the parsonage." 

The one known a.s the "brown Sabbath 
house," which stood on the corner just 
east of the present church, was previous
ly a 'tore, and is said to have been the 
first tm<ling place in New Hartford. The 
ground still indicottes where it stoo•l. 

Between this and where Henry A. Kel
logg's house now stands, was the third 
Sabbath house, owned by Capt. John 
Spencer, who lived on the southern bound· 
ery of the town, wber~ Frank W. Fenn 
now lives. This was a. Sabbath bouse a.t 
one end, and a. horse shed at the other 
end. The house portion is still in exis
tence, and stands near the ruins of the 
Carter plnce on the "new road," where it 
was removed by Herma.• Carter, and used 
by him as a. shoemaker's shop. 

The fit·st house east of the meeting 
house, now owned and occupied by 
Henry A. Kellogg, stand" on the ground 
where stood wlmt wns called, 50 years 
since, the "Old Mansion House," fot• many 
year. a tav~rn. It wns a large two-~tory 

building, with a. ball room running the 
width of the house. This old house was 
built by Stephen Chubb for his son, 
Stephen, Jr;; who like his father, wo.s a 
blo.cksmitb, and had his shop near by, 
townrds the cemetery. His widow is re
bembered t.o have kept this as a tavern, 
when Dr. 'l.'homa.s Brinsmade was one of 
her boarders. A Mr. Spencer, at one 
time, kept the tavern, also Captain Ben
jamin Wells. The latter was the father 
of Sophia Wells, who married Dr. Andrew 
Abernethy, a physician of great akill, and 
the leading one for many years in this 
and adjoining towns. After Captain Wells, 
the house was kept by a Mr. Bartlett, who 
removed to Waymart, Penn., with his two 
sons and four daughters, in 1821. Capt. 
Michael Kellog!! was the next occupant 
of the old "Mansion House," and lived 
t.here until the present church was built, 
in 1829. His family consisted of three 
sons and five daughters. It was afte•·
wa.rds occupied by several different fami
lie•. A select school was taught in the 
old ball room several years, Jutlge Himm 
Goodwin, now of Riverton, heing one of 
the teachers. In 1834, Chas. Porter, a. 
student of Yale college, taught there, 
and in 1835 the school was taught by a 
Mr. Penfield. 'rbe old building was taken 
down by Dnniel Royce. 

The house, now standing on tbis spot, 
was built by H. A. Kellogg in 1843. It 
is one of tho best l<ept places in New 
Hartford. 

Near the cornet• of the small new school 
house, mentioned in the last number, 
stands a large old elm tree. Under this 
old elm stood, in 1800, the whipping 
post, and a few feet from it were the 
stocks. These were the instruments by 
which, in o:>ld times, violators of the law 
were punished. 'rhe stocks consisted of 
two heavy oak planks fitted into upright 
grooves, with boles made where they 
e.ame together, to fit the wrists and 
ankles. Sitting upon the ground, with 
his hands and feet locked into these 
sto<•.ks, the culprit was matle to stay and 
bear the taunts of passers by. In 1810, 
a man l>y the name of John Henry sat in 
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tuese stocks and was afterwards whipped 
at the post by Matthew Gillett, constable. 
He waft tried before Esq. Seth Spencer, 
and convicted of stoaling a sheep from 
Oliver Case, and sentenced "to sit in the 
"stocks ant.! to take, on his naked back, 
''thirty-nine lashes well laid on." This 
John Henry lived on what was known as 
the "Root place," just west of Gr~en
woods pond, now owned by Caleb C. 
Goodwin and H. Leroy Jones. When 
these stocks were taken dawn they were 
stored a. way under the pulpit in the old 
meeting house, und were there when the 
old building was cut down and moved. 
Whut bt~carue of them we are unable to 
learn. 

We now come to the old cemetery, of 
which we shall speak at length h1 our 
next number. 

NUMBER FIF1'F.EN. 

Passing ~ast, about twenty rods from 
the house of Henry A. Kellogg, wllere 
formerly stood tlle old tavern kept by 
Captain Benjamin Wells, we reach the 
outrance of tlle •rown Hill cemetery 
which has a history ante-dating the in
cot·poration of the town in 1738. In 
1735, the proprietors of New Hartford 
purchased of Elea?.er Goodwin, five 
acres, three roods of land, bounded west 
ami seuth by high wn.ys on Town Hill, 11nd 
sequestered it to the public use "for com
mona forever." On this ground the 
church and school house stand, and in 
1738, l:lept. 8th and 9th, Ist·ael Loomis 
and Matthew Gillet, by order uf th~ town, 
surveyed and laid out two acres of tht• 
truct for a burial place, for which, and 
altering a highway, they received the 
compensation of twelve aml twe"nt.y shil-
lings. · 

So far as can be ascet·to.ined, Stephen 
Kelsey, who died April 2, 1745, in the 
71st year of his age, was the first per~on 
buried in the pioneer's cemet~ry. Hi• 
tombstone stillremaine in "goud state of 
preservation, the inscription being quite 
legible, tllough that of "Mre. Dorothy" 
his wile, who lies besicle him, bm·ied o. 

year later, is almost effaced. There is a 
signilican t oo try in the town records of 
March, 1745. A few days before Mr. 
Kelsey's death, a vote is recorded making 
an appropriation "to purchase a decont 
cloth for a burying cloth," which would 
seem to imply that no previous need had 
arisen for such a covering for a bier. 

The ground in the cemetery is full of 
springs, a.nd greatly affeoted b_v frost, to 
this is probably owing the fa.ct that many 
of the ancient stones are thrown out of 
place, and some of them entirely leveled. 
The granite, of which most of the early 
tombstones were hewn, does not retain 
inscriptions in a legible condition "s well 
as either brown stone or marble, and 
some of the names and dates on monu
ments which have retained their perpen
dicular position, are entirely obliterated 
and cannot be deciphered by tbe most 
patient scmtiny. As far as cac1 be found, 
the only grav~s of the first settlers which 
are traceable, are those of Stephen Kel
sey, di~d in 17-!5; Ensign Caleb Pitkin, 
died in 1768, and Joseph Menill in 
1788. Although there is no regular div
ision into lots, still the settlers seem to 
have been buried in f"mily clusters, and 
one can conjecture where probably lie the 
f..thers, by the graves of the second and 
third generatious. A son of Deacou Mar
tin Smith, who died in 1749, lies in the 
center of a little unmnrkcd space, where 
probably repose the ashes of the fit·st 
deacon and St~rall his wife, and others of 
the name, whose t•>mhstoues huve yielded 
to fr•>st and storm. By the siJe of the 
second Jonath11n Marsh, wlw died in 
1802~ at the nge of eig-i.lty-::wvt-u, a.n.d 
Mrs. 'l'heodosia. hiH wife, who U.ied In 
1795, n.~ed sevellty, is space for two 
gmves, probably thos~ of Jonathan Marsh 
the eldet· ullll his wife. lu what seems to 
lntve beeu the eal"ly 8eymout· plot., only 
one pu.t·tiu.l inscription can b~ truoed, tha.t 
of the wife of Uriuh f:ieymour. The grave 
of the fit·st. Dougla• cuunot. be found, but 
a fallen stono b~ars the llatue of Sumuel 
Douglns, who died in 1791, in the i5ht 
year of his ttge, probably a son of the 
pioneer. 
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The names of Flower, Gilbert, Speneer, 
8teel, Andruss, Loomis, Wells, Richards 
and Kellogg, are all found on moss-cover
ed stone~, but none of the first generation. 
The origi•,u.l family names, which the 
writer has been una.ble to trace in the 
old burying lot, "' e Watson. Gilbert, Ol
cott and She pard. A portion of the W at
son family settled nea1· the extreme west
ern border of tllis town, and theil· burial 
place was in Torringford; the monument 
of the other branch of the family, which 
formerly stood in Town Hill cemetery, 
has been removed to B11.kurville. 

He•·e lie tllree of the four pastors of the 
Town Hill church-Rev. Jonathan Marsh, 
pastor fifty-live years, died in 1794, aged 
eighty; Rev. Am(l.sa J e1·ome, pastor from 
1802 to 1813, died in 1832, aged fifty-
6even ; Rev. Cyrus Yale, pastor from 
1814 to 1854, with an intermis~ion of 
three ye:u·s. died in office in 1854. 

Tile ouly practising physician of Town 
Hill wlluse remains lie among those of his 
former p>ttients was Dr. 'rhomas Brins
mada, wllo died in Troy, New York, and 
wllose ashes we•·e brought hither for final 

to the public, which was probably read 
from the pulpit and posted on the sign 
board. A copy of this notice in Mr. 
Yale's hand-writing is in posses•ion of 
Mr. H. A. Kellogg, to whom we are in
debted for permission to copy it here. 

NOTICE. 
In tile early days of New Hartford :1 

cemetery was established on Town Hill. 
Tbis wu.~ the only public place for burial 
for three-fourths of a century. Here lie 
the ashes of the original families of llle 
town for nearly three genero<tions. But 
t.he •tones which mark the family graves 
of familiar and hono1·ed names from all 
pat•ts of the original ecclesiastical ~ociety, 
are some of til em broken, aud other• lean 
at different angles; while the whole 
ground sbows marks of neglect and n"eds 
a surroundinl! fence. 

In view of tl<e above facts, all persons 
in New Hartford who feel an inte1·est in 
the ouject, and especially tllose who have 
friend; buried in this ancient cemetery, 
are •·espectfully iuvited to meet. and con
sider if some voluntary·mea,ures shall not 
lie taken to show due respect for om· 
dead, and not let the place of our father's 
sepulchers lie waste. 

The following paper was then drawn 
up, in response to which was subscribed 
$179. burial. 

Amon!-( those who se•·ved their countr.v Provisiou having been made for the 
e1·ection of a new and substantial fence 

in the Hevolutionary war, llere buried, arouud the cemetery on '!'own Hill, New 
are "M••j. Abil Merrill, wllo died Mav Hartford, we the subscribers promise to 
lOth, 1776, Aet. 63. A lover of vert.ou pay to Mr. Henry A. Kellogg the sums 
a frie•~<l to his country and all d anne_xed r.o our re•pecti.ve uames, to bo. 

' goo 1 apf>iled b_v k1m to the Improvement ol 
men." In the eastern part of the yard, snid gronnd, under the general direction 
under two overhanging firs, stands a mar- of Mr. Yale. 
ble slab marking the graves of Hon. New Ha•·rfm·d, Aug. 30, 1853. 
Aaron Austin, who died in 1819, a~-ted 'i'he names appended to tile paper are 
eighty-four, and Esther hi~ wife, <lied in as follows:- James Merrill. Roge•· H. 
1826, aged seventy-e1ght. Col. Austin Mills, $10.00 6ach; Anson Hawley, E. 
was one of the ablest men that New Hart- M. Kellogg, H. A, Kellogg, V. W. Kellogg, 
ford ever produced, eminent as a soldier C. D. Kellogg, R. Rood, Prosepina Good
a. civil officer and u. citizen, yet the in: win, Daniel Royce, Ira Merrill, Marshall 
scription on his tomb tells .,one of these Merrill, Edmund Watson, James L Wat
things. Cui. Seth Smith, son of Deacon son, James 1<'. !fenderson, N01·man Kel
Ma•·tiu, "distinguished officer of the Rev- logg, Isaac P. Steel, No1·man Men·!ll, R. 
olution, must b~ bnl'i<•d here, lly the side M. Seymour, Horace Goodwin, Pitts Good
of his wife, whose monument;. t•·u.ce>tble I ww, Huldah Marsh, R. M. Merrill, Cyn
but nothing marks his •·esting place. ' thia Mat·sb, Elizt<~eth Mat·,h_. Ralpl_• M~r-

In 18i33, Rev. Cyl'Us Yale took in haud rill, .~utller Loomts, Pbldeha BenJamin, 
the matte•· of lnakin" ··~pairs and ne • - A"a lyson, H. A. Atwood. Chester Rytle•·, 

" ces W 8t l $" llO l d E1·· I ••u·y improvements i tl ld b . . ' m. ee e, o. eac '• an ' 'J"' . n 10 0 ulytn,; Spencer, John Spencer, R. M. Butler 
a:roun''• and Issued the followin~-t notice $3.00 each. ' 
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Two JeeJs, bearing date of April 24th, 
1 !l54, from CJmrleH D. Kellogg to Now 
Hanford school socillty, are recorded, the 
fi1·st, of a strip the whole length of the 
north side of the burying ground, five feet 
witlo on the east end, and one foot wide 
on tile west side,and the other of a strip on 
the south of the burying e:round, thirty-six 
feet in width and twenty.five rod• in 
leugth, bot.h tor an extension of the ceme
tery. 

ThF improvements made at that time 
consistl•tl of breaki11g out stone, (of which 
over 200 loads were taken away), grading 
llw ground, 'and cutting and digging up 
trees an<l bushes, with which the yard 
was choked, some of the white birches 
being thirty feet high, and six or eight in
ches in ui&meter. It WILS proposed to divide 
the ground into lots and sell them,but Rev. 
Mr. Yale said that should not be done, it 
should remain as heretofore, & free burial 
place. He paid for the extension himself, 
it being almost his last work for New 
ll,utford. Af1er his death in M~ty 1854, 
his sou, Cyrus Yale, expended about 
$1,000 on the cemetet·y, some $600 of 
which was laid out on tho Yale family lot, 
aud the remainder built the substantial 
fe11ce around the entire ground. Each 
succeeding year the children of Mr. Yale 
atteud to the mowing a)ld the trimming of 
the ground, at their own expense. 

In 1880, a motion was introduced into 
town meeting, that the old burying yard 
be kept in order by the town, and rejected 
on the ground that if this were done, all 
the other cemeteries within New Hartford 
limits would ask for eimilar appropriations. 
This iudicated thu.t the peculiar proprie
torship of the town in the old cemetE-ry 
was not understood. In 1882 the motion 
w11.s again introduced in town meeting, 
and an act passed providing that the 
grounds should be kept in order, fences 
put in t•epair,and old grave stones preserv
ed as far as possible from tho ravages of 
time. An appropriatiou of fifty dollars 
was made for this purpose for the ensuing 
year, and Henry A. Kellogg appointed to 
•uperintend its outlay. Unlike all others, 
thillfcemetery bolongs t.o no association or 

ecclesiastical ~ociet.y, or private parties, 
but to New Hartford, a legacy from the 
fathers, "sequestered forever," and should 
be religiously reverenced and kept in 
order in memory of the pioneers whose 
last resting place is on its western slope. 

NUMBER SIXTEEN. 

In the southeast angle of a square, 
formed by what was originally known as 
the ·'old South Country road" an the north 
and east, a short cross-road on the south, 
aud Town stl'eet on the west, stands the 
hou•e built by Moses and Elias Kellogg, 
to accommodate men who were employed 
by them on theit· farm, several f11.milies 
having lived tilere at a time. Moses Kel
log, at one time, made this house his resi
dence, tho11gh in tile latest yea<·sofhislife 
he kept the public house in what is now 
Nepaug. The public house was after
warus kept by his eon, Col. Norm"n Kef
log. Moses Kellogg was the twin brother 
of Elias, mentioned in No. Thirteen of 
this series, and the grandson of Isaac 
Kellogg, one of the pioneer settlers of the 
towu, of whom extended mention was 
made in No. Thirteen of this series. His 
children, who were born in this old house, 
were-Polly, Louisa, Sophia, Truman, 
(mentioned in a previous number), Henry 
who died at the south,&nd James. Charles 
D. Kellogg, the son of Elias, lived there 
for many years. The old house, which is 
still in good condition, has been in its day 
occupied by a great many families, and 
used, in former years, to be noted for the 
number of its different occupants. It is 
now owned by Henry A. Kellogg. 

At the angle mentioned, the road takes 
a curve duo east, &nd about half a mile 
from the house laet noticed, we come to a 
rod farm house known as the Abijah 
Loomis place. This place bas been noted 
as the home of Mrs. Margaret Loomis, 
who died August 2d, 1882, at the advan
ced age of one hundred years, one month 
and twenty-four days. Her husband was 
Abijah Loomis, who died suddeuly while 
sitting in his chair, September 5,1867, at 
the age of eil(hty-nine. Mr. Lo.omis :was 
a farmer, highly respected by his neigh-

' 
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bors and tewnsmon. Mrs. Loomi• waR 
tho daughter of Wm. Ban~t.t., who e>une 
to this country during the Rovolntionary 
war a·s a snldier in Burgoyne's army. 
While a Cit] ollll"ed detachment of the Brit
ish army werLI encamped in this town on 
their march from Hartford to Albany, 
being conducted as prisoners of war, 
Barrett slipp.ed from the ranks, remained 
and settled in New Hartford, where h& 
married a daughter of John Spencer, and 
r6ised a fa.mily of children. Margaret 
was born in what was known as the 
Michael Spencer place. This b.ouse is on 
the southern bonodary of New Hartford, 
verv ne:tt' the Burlington line. and is now 
ow~ed by Pleasant Valenti~e, n. colored 
mn.n. 

Mr. an•l Mrs. Loomis were married Feb. 
22, 1807, by Col. Aaron Austin, then 
Judge of the court of Litchfield county. 
They lived for a. short time, and their 
first child was born, at the house ef his 
father, Isa.ae Loomis, now owned by Mrs. 
Atwood, about a quarter of a mile fmm 
the red h<•n•e before mentioned, to which 
they remo\"ed in May. 1809. Mr. Loomis 
bou~ht thi" place of Asa Perkins, who 
lived here previously. Mr. Perkins was 
tb.e father of Mrs. Caleb C. Goodwin, and 
the late Mrs. Grove S. Marsh. Mt·. and 
Mr•. Loomis had five children, a.ll of 
whom are living but one-Grove, who 
died at New Britain in 1856. Those 
livmg are: Emeline, who married Harry 
Peck, of Burlington; Eliza Ann II111t'ried 
John Spencer, who died at New Haven in 
1849. ln 1862 she was married to Ed
ward F. Marsh, with whom she now live" 
upon the homestead which has been 
deeded to her by her sisters fot· her 
faithful care of her aged mother to the 
time of the latter'• death. Cornelia ma•·
ried Charles Bates, formerly a manufac
turer in the south part of tho town, but 
now a resident of New Haven; and Mar
garet, who married Butler B. Warren, of 
Plainville. The house was builL Ly Isaac 
Loomis for his wife's sister, :'>Irs. Day,only 
a few years before it was purch>tsed by 
Abijah Loomis. Previously, an old house 
which was tl10 home of Dr. Eldad Met·rlll, 

a prnctising ploysician, stood upon tho 
grour11l now o~cupied by this one. Mrs. 
Loomis remembered the doctor, and dee· 
cribod tho room used b_y him ns a dispen· 
so.ry and oon•ultn.ti"n room. In this house 
the old lady lived ne11rly three quarters of 
a century, and to her dying day was cheer
ful and happy, enjoying greatly the visits 
of callers, o.nd used to talk of the people 
and places of her native town in former 
days, remembering wit.h dist.inctnoss the 
happenings of ninety years ago. The 
writer ha.~ had many pleo.sant convers•· 
tions with her. and owes her much for in· 
formation used in thPse sketche•. 

A short dist.ance from the Ahijah 
Loomis place, a road runs dire~t.ly north 
and south. At the intersection, the cro'"
road divides towards the right and left, 
forming an angle, in which is a large 
rock. Taking the left, and g-oing directly 
north about half a mile, we come to the 
spot where once stood the house of· 
Ezekiel Steele, (formerly owned by his 
brother Zadoc.) Previous to Mr. StcelP's 
occupancy, this house \VO.S used as 't pest 
house, and small pox patients were l:tkrn 
there for trea.tmen t. Many years ago, 
Dr. Thomas Brinsmade i>roculated th<> 
widow Chubb, and she t!ied in this houRe 
of small pox. The house was burned in 
1834, and Mr. St.eele, by the aid of neigh
bors, who contributed lumber and labor, 
and many who contributed money, built. 
the house now owned a.nd occupied by 
Cornelius Crowley, which •tands but a 
few rods north of the ol<l sit<', the latter 
being almost ent.irely obliterltted. Mr. 
Steele-"Uncle Zeke" as he was familiarly 
r.alled-was lame. One night when he 
was out, near his house, a !oosA hog rn.n 
b~tween his legs 1tnd threw him down 
with such fo•·ce that his knee was injured. 
It stiffened crooked, and he was after
wards lame. He had five children,-Har
vey ancl Henry removed West; Chloe 
married Mr. Lamphier of New Haven; 
Mari~tta married Mr. Sprague, she died 
at her f~tthet·'s home, leaving a. dn.ughter 
named Marietta. Laura manied Asa 
Tyler, and with her husband rem~tined on 
the pl!>ce a.nd took Cltre of h<~r father and 
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mother in their olcl age. Mr. Steele died place, once stood, north of the road, a. 
early in 1854. Mr. 'l'ylet• died on the house occupied by Daniel Goodwin, who 
place, and his wife moved to New Haven, had one son. Nearly ha.lf a mile beyond, 
where she died a ye&r or two ago. The a.t the end of the road was the house ot 
house which, until about a year ago, wa.s David Benjamin, Sen. He had sevAral 
unpainted, bas been by the present owner sons, all of whom with their father went 
newly cov<•red and painted white, a.nd is West, except David, Jr., previously men
consequently very much improved in ap- tioned. A Mr. Kilbourn, who m11.rried 
poMance. Polly Mix, afterwards iived there. Both 

NUMBER SEVENTEEN. 

Some twenty-five rods north of the 
Ezekiel St<•ele plll.CA, w" reach a house 
which was built between sixty and seventy 
years ago by David Benjamin, a neph"w 
of !VIr. Steele. Jle was a carpenter and 
joiner, and au industrious enterprising 
man. Mr. Benja.min died in 1846, and 
hi• wire. who was tho daughtet· of Titus 
Woodruff, remained upon the pl&ce until 
her deu.th, which occnrt·ed in 1862. 
They had one child-Ruth Ann-the first 
wife of Edwin E. Clark, who died in Tel
fair Co., Georgia, in 1880. After Mrs. 
Benjamin's dea.th, the place waH sold to 
James McDonald, who now lives the"e. 

Directly opposite the Dav1d Uenjamin 
place, a roa.d leads to the right, up East 
Mountain. About half a mile from the 
main roa<l, we arrive at the house and 
r_.m now owned by Alexander Henderson. 
This house is supposed to huve been built 
by William ~teele, 3d, who lived there 
fot· many years. He had four sons and 
one dt1llgl.itP.t'; Gaylord died at home ; 
Correll went sou tit peddling, he was found 
in the woods de,.d, and his horse hitched 
to a tree, it is supposed that he was mm·
uered. E'rederick died at home ; Polly 
matTied Frederick K~llogg and removed 
lo 'l'erryville, where she died some years 
ago; William, who is remBmbered b.v all 
who hav~ lived in town for the past fifty 
years, was a highly respected man, and 
was engaged in vu.rious manufacturing in
terests. He died in Tenyville in 1874. He 
was unmat·ried, and th~ fourth in succes
sion of the name. The preseut owner of 
this farm purchased it of Cephas Roberta, 
who bought it of Wm. Steele, 4th. 

About 1 wcnty-five rods east. of this 

of these houses are now torn down. 
Retracing our steps, near where we 

enter the road, we find a small white 
house now owned by Mrs. Bernard Seery. 
This house w11.s built by Austin Rice 
abo:tt 1860. The farm wa• owned by 
Noah Steele, the father of I. Munson 
Steele; the latter lived in North Village 
for many years, and aftet·wards removed 
to Terryville, where he died in 1879. 
His widow and two daughtera,-one the 
wife of W. W. Weaver, are now living in 
North Village. Noah Steele had also one 
daughter-Louisa, Mr. Steele's old house 
stood some rods back of the present one, 
just north of where the bai'D now stands, 
'l'he white oak timbers which formed the 
frame were takeu to Pine Meadow and 
used in the manufacture of machinery, 
and the stones of the cellar wall were 
laid in the cella•· wall of the stone house 
in Pine Meadow, now owned by Mrs, Ed
ward Kellogg. Before Noah Steele, his 
father, William Steele, Jt·., lived in this 
house, whjch was probably built by his 
father, Wm, Jr. h&d five d&ughtersand five 
sons-Lydi&, who married Selah Merrill, 
mentioned in .No. Two; Hann>Lh mal'l'ied 
D11.vid Benjamin, Senior; Lavinia, Chloe 
and Louisa uevet• married; William, 
Ezekiel, two Zadoka and Noah. William 
Steele, Sen., the fir.st occupant of thi• 
estate, was one of the ~arly settlers 'of 
the town. The town records show that 
he was appointed collector nt the eccl~s
iaslial society meeting, in 1737, His 
oldest child, William, was born May 27, 
1742. HiH other childfon were-Timo
thy, Lydia, Isaac, Roderick, :Seth &nd 
Huld11.h. In consAqne,.ce of so many by 
t.he same uame living on this road, it 
wa• alwH.ya c11.1led the "~teele Rond ," 
which n>Lme it b~tLrs to the pre•ont time 



The road ft·om East mountain formerly another HrLw mill, built in lK4~ lly lhovr> 
ran past the Noah Steele place just to tlw S. MrLrsh, !Jui.hPr' lJoornis and llaviu Ben
north, to Town street., which it entered jrLmir.. 'rhiH mill, liko the one IH'eviously 
opposite the Lieut. Steele house, a few men I ioned, has now gone to ruin, its fallen 
rods north of where Seth C. Paiue now frame beitrg easily ~r·eu below the road. 
lives. On this road, a short dist.mce west 'l'IH· stream which carried tllese mills was 
of the "Steele Road," o.re the graves of a! WrLys called l!:r<st Brook. 
four persons who died of the small pox We are now curuing to opeu land. A 
durin£ the epidemic of 17!)2. Til is road few rods north of this old mill, to the left 
was abandoB.ed and closed up about thirty- of tile road, is a two-story white house, 
five years ago. ; now occupied by Gl'Ov" S. Marsh a.ud his 

Returning to the William Steele pl;tae, j daughter, Angeline, The house was built 
and going in a northerly direction, about in 1844 by Lut.her Loomis, whose wife 
o. quo.rter of o. mile, we come to the farm I was a sister of the present owner. Mr. 
and llome of James Ro.inE'y. This was Loomis died Oct. 26, 1867, his wife died 
formerly owned by ChHster Rider, who; Mar·ch 28, 1883, at the age of ninety-two 
mo.rried Esther Merrill, she is still living. ; Y'''"'S. They had five daughters-Eliza, 
Mr. Rider died in 1860. 'l'hey had a.! tbl' oldest, married Cornelius D. LooUlis, 
large family of children, 11.mon~ whom ar~ · shP dying, Mr. L. ma"ried Sarah, the 
-Sarah, who m11.rried Hobart Atwood; youngest, they D•>W reside in New Brit
Merrill, who now lives in St. Paul, Min.; i uin. Mary AHn m11.rried Elizur· Bt•own, of 
Nelson, of Plainville; James, living in Cant.ou: Cat·oline married Harvey Loomis, 
Colebrook; Frances, who married Henry, brother of C. D., and Estller (named for· 
C. Crnmer, now of Plainville. Before Mr. her· motltet·) manied Deacon Jason C. 
Riiler, his father, Sylvester Rider, Keach, of North Village. 
lived upon tbe place. He had three sons Tile small white house below the road, 
-Zelotes, who went to East Hartford; a few rods to the east, was built by 
Simeon, who removed West, and Chester. Urove 8. Marsh in 184!). Mr. Marsh 
The present owner bought the place of lived here a few yearo, when he removed 
James McNamara, who lived there a few to his present residence, which he pur· 
years, h11.ving purchased it of the heirs of chased of the heirs of Luther Loomis. 
Chester Rider. This house bas since been rented to dif-

About h11.lf 11. mile from the Noah Steele ferent families, Mr. MMsb continuing its 
place, several rods to the west of the owner. 
ro11.d, is the spot where, in the ~pring of On the brow of this bill the North Vil-
1832, Ashbel Marsh built a saw milL !age and Greenwoods Pond are in full 
This mill, after doing excellent set·vice view beneath, while the Barkhamsted 
for twenty ye11.rs, was finally abandoned. hill• spread out to the nort.b, make a 
Some of the timbers of tbe structure may landscape so beautiful thnt. one is tempted 
still be seen when the foliage is off the I to remain and enjoy its grandeur. 
trees, between it and. the t'oll.d. fTo BE CoNTINUED.] 

Some forty rods below this mill. was 
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INTRODUCTION. 

At the request of many who read with interest the '~Old 

Times" articles, published in TnE NEw HARTFORD TRIBUNE 

during the year 1881, a part of them were revised in pam

phlet form and appeared in 1883 as Section One of "Sketches 

of the People and Places of New Hartford." 

The first pamphlet covered the ground on Town Hill and 

West Hill, and left the reader on the brow of the elevation 

on the Steele road, overlooking the village. In response to a 

growing demand for a second pamphlet, The Tribune articles 

relating to places and people in a part of North Vil111ge have 

been revised and brought down to date, and are herewith 

presented as Section Two of the Series. 

The first number in this section-Eighteen-was inad

vertantly omitted from Section One, in which, as it pertains 

exclusively to West Hill, it should have been included. 



·-~SECTION TWO~·· 

NU:O.IIJ14~U F.IGIITEEN. 

We left our readers on the eminence 
overlooking North Village from the 
Steele road. We will now digress to a 
point which we passed in No. 7, while 
on our journey to Lake Wonksunk· 
munk, the corner on West Hill upon 
which stands the brick house now 
owned by James F., Frances and Sarah 
Seym.•ur, the son and two daughters 
of Edward Seymour. Mr Seymour, 
who built this house about 182"3, died 
in 1870. His wife, who was l<'anny 
Andrus, died in 1889. 

1880, and .James P., who died in Water· 
bury in 1893. 

Previous to building this house, 
about 17\J2, Ebenezer Goodwin .Jr. live.d 
in an old house, the cellar of which is 
still traceable, about thirty rods to the 
west down in the meadow. '.!!:he road 
then ran very near that holiGe, but 
upon its abandonment and demolition, 
the road was changed to its present 
line of rouk. 

Nearly half a mile from the place 
last named, the road intersects with a 
road running northwest and southeast. 
To the northwest a few rods, this road 

:B,rom the corner, running due south, also intersects another running north 
is a road not noticed heretofore. Less and south. A few rods north of this 
than a quarter of a mile from the co•·· intersection stood, many years ago, a 
ner is a two-story white house standing house known as the "Cady house .. , 
on the east side, built in 18:)0 by II or· The history of this old house and farm 
ace Goorlwin. who died in 1892. :Nir seems difficult, if not impossible to 
Goodwin"s \vife was Monitnia, daughter I trace. Abram Cad·well, a cooper, once 
of Esq. Jame" Thorp. She died in 1sn lived there, and had his cooper shop 
leaving two daughters, Elizabeth ami just opposite. He had one son, Mason, 
Ellen, hoth of whom are now living at and seven daughters. The whole fam· 
the homestead. ily removed from town many years 

Some four or five rods south of this ago. Joshua Cady afterwards lived in 
house, also on the east side of the road, this house and owned the property. 
remains the old cellar upon which From him the place took the name 
stood the house of Ebenezer Goodwin, which it bore until it was demolished 
Jr., the father of Horace. The house by Horace Goodwin in 1835. 1\Ir Cady's 
was torn down in 18o1 by the latter, wife was a sister of Abram Cadwell. 
who had lived in it previous to building They had one son, Alonzo, arid one 
the present residence. Ebenezer Good· daughter. T01e place was occupied 
win, Jr., was . the father of Esther; after the Cady family by Pomroy Hum· 
Sylvia, who married Samuel Markham; phrey, and later by Ilcrmas Carter, a 
Sophia, married Horace Westlake of shoemaker, who had his shop in the 
Winsted; Ansel removed to New York house. 
state, where he died, as did Grove; A short distance to the southeast of 
Horace; Henry died in Barkhamsted in the intersection first mentioned is the 



housl' nuw ownt•tl and ot•t•npit>d hy 
Brainard i'i. lkaJH'Y· l'n•vions to ~11· 

Ikmwy, the la.tL• 10:1 islm L llancroft, 
of Litchfil'lrl. was till' occupant and 
propril'tor of till' propert.v. This. 
which is of hil':'ttn·ie intl't'L'st. has ht•t•n 
knlnvn for tnany yt>ars as the "('aptain 
Pitts lloodwin place ... Capt. l'i!Ls was 
the ninth child of gbenczer llo01lwin, 
i'ien. c,,] William (lOOI\win. who liVl'!l 
near Satan ·s King-tltJin. was also his 
son. !lis otlH•r chil!lren W<'l"e ltuth. 
EUent~z.er llr. Lucy .. latncs. SL'th. ~or

man. llorace. Polly an<l AmatHla. lie 

NE\Y IL\WI'FOHil II" Till<: I'MiT ANil l'lti<::-;J.;NT. l 
shop: she diPd JWUI" I•:xeter, Ill., in !8:,~; ' 

l~~nranit• 1natTiPd A1nos Crocker and 
went to Illinios, where she died about 
!H:I!I; Sherman live1l in Parl<ville where 
he wns ldllc!l hy a passing railroad 
train in l H7H; Thc01losia married 
llyron Russell. and is now living 
in Poultney, Vt.; .Jennett, who was 
never married, lives in llartford, Rocky 
II ill, and .Joseph (L, now a well known 
citizen in North Vilbgc. Capt. Pitts' 
first wife dierl in H!:! I. II is second wife 
was Jerusha l•'ilcr who taught school 
in North End. She survived him eleven 

was born in \\'est llartfor•l in !7 4:1. years. 

He lin•tl in an old housL' which stood A ftet· leaving this place, we rlescend 
t\>·o o1· three rods to the east of the a steep hill nearly half a mile, when we 
presen~ one. where he died in IIllO. reach what was known as the "Carter 
!lis son Pitts. who built the hou~e now plac<'. ·· Nothing but the cellar now 
standing. succeecb!l to the IHHnestead remains and the little shoe shop, which 
property. and died upon the place in was formerly Capt. John Spencer's 
l~ti4 at the age of ~!l. Capt. Pitts was a '"Sabbath house·• referred to in No H 

comical man and could mal<e rhymes of this series, has been demolished. 
~t short. notice! upon al~nost any sub- I The house was burnerl in September, 
Ject. i'iome verses winch he wrote lHHO, being th"n the property of Erlward 
during· the cxcite1nent occasioned by Johnson~ a coiorcd man. This house 
the secession from Town Hill of the was built in 1H:~8 by Ilermas Carter, 
North l~n<l Congregational i'iociety in who r"emoved to it from the old "Cady 
!82!1, created a good deal of fun and house·· previously .mentioned. This Mr 
called out a rejoinder frotn Esq~ \Vn1. Carter \vas regarded as an excellent 
G. 1\"illiams, who liverl at North End. shoemaker and an intelligent, enter· 
Earnest, but unsuccessful effort has pr1smg man. lie had a large family of 
been tnadt~ to procure a copy of these children, an1ong whom \Vere-Newton, 
verses for the benefit of our readers. who bu'lt the American Hotel in Hart
We are indebted to Dr .. John Y<Lic. of 
Ware, Mass., for the first stanza. which 
ran as follows; 

"The North End people make lhcit· hrag-s, 
'!'his town is just lil{e saddle Oa.gs, 
The *Ceuter is the straps tllc,r sa.y 
"'e'll ('Ul them off some future day." 

Capt Pitts married for his first wife 
~Iiriam Gilbert. They had eight chil
dren; lliLrvey, the founder of the pot
teries at Elmwood. where he died .June 
11

1 
18!l:>. at the age of u:?; Nancy 1narried 

,John Brusie; she died in 1877 at Mara
thon. X. Y.: Miriam married Henry D. 
Bowles, foretnan in Chapin'~ pla~e 

'""'!'own Hill. 

ford; Henry, Stanley. Francis, Caroline, 
Sylvia, Marcia anrl Lucy. This house 
stood very near where the West and 
Town II ill crossroad crosses the '·New 
!load"' so called. The last named high
way wa,; not built until two years after 
l\Ir Carter built his house. The place 
was purchased by Timothy E. Bancroft, 
the fath<'r of Elisha L. previously men
tioned and Geo. W. of North Village. 
He died in 1873. 

After crossing the New Road, the 
road continues on up to Town Hill 
~tl·eet, \vhich it enters at "Esperanza," 
a description of which may be found 

I in No. T\vo. 
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~l')IBEH :\'1:'/ETEEN. but after a few months, :II iss Kellogg 
having changed her plans, C\lr Hallock 

[.Jast week we departed frotn our line repurchased the place, which he again 
of march to clear up a route omitted in sold in !87(i to 1\Ir Seleninoff, reserving 
its regular course. We will return to the buildings, house, barns an!l shop, 
the corner, where the cross road from which he immediately removed to 
Town Ilill, leading pasl the fm·m of ground ownc!l by him on the opposite 
Iliram Harris, enters the Steele road. sirie of the Steele road, where they at 
It will he remembered that in No. 17 present stand. The house occupied by 
we left our readers near this point. 1\Ir Hallock is the upright part of the 
Descending the hill a short distance, former residence, while a ho~1se a few 
on the west side of this road, we arrive rods down the hill, to the north, is the 
at a neat farm house painted white, ell-part of the same. Between these 
the property an~ residence of :lfr Jere- two buildings was a small !lwelling. 
miah S. Hallock. This house was built for many years known as the "Cooper 
in !8H by E!lward Strong, and stood house." This house was built about 
until April 1876, upon the site now 1834, by Guy ;\finer, a cooper. who had 
occupied by the residence of Capt. his shop in the bank just north of the 
Henry R. Jones, some twenty rods to house of the late i\Irs ;\laria .Jones. It 
the northeast. was afterwards occupied by the family 

Mr Hallock, ,vhose wife ,vas Harriet of :.-;hncon Cooper. The old house 'vas 
Hosford of Williamston, 1\Iass., torn down by Mr llallock twelve or 
caine fom Can ton to New I I art- thirteen years ago. 

ford in 1849, purchased the house The extensive grounds opposite, about 
and shop formerly the property of Ed- 24 acres in all. constituted until 18S:i 
ward Strong, and for twenty yenrs en- the estate of VIr N. S. Selcninoff, ana
gaged in the manufacture of cut ch.,st- tive of the city of St. Petersburg, 
nut shingles. This process of making Russia. By the merest chance this 
shingles was very 1nuch in vogue thirty gentleman came to New Hartford in 
years ago. The chestnut logs were the spring of 1874, in search of a conn
sawed to a suitable length, split in try resort for himself, wife an<l son, in 
quarters, placed in a large vc<t or tank, which to spend the summer months. 
where they were boiled and, while hot An official in the service of his govern
and stcatning fr01n the tank~ were fast- 1nent, he was sent to t:~is country in 
ened upon a movable table which con- ] 858, and re1nained here on such service 
ducted them under a large sharp knife. for several years. While here, thus 
by which, lengthwise of the grain, employed, he married an American 
they were cut rapidly into shingles. lady with whom he returned to his na
The refuse and trimmings from this tive country. A few years later, his 
process, when dry, \vere in great de- health failing, he resigned his position 
maud for kindlings. As railroads were under the Uussian government and re
run through the town, the chestnut turned to this country, where he deter
timber grew into demand for ties, and mined to settle. A few drives about 
the shingle business became less profit- the hills. streams and valleys, added to 
able, when 1\Ir Hallock turned his at- the healthfulness of the climate, decid
tention to dairy farming. eel him to fix his abode in this town, 

About 18G\J he sold this property to and with a taste for picturesque seen
Miss Clara Louise Kellogg, Americn's ery, he selected the commamling site 
great opera singer, \vho, taking a fancy overlooldng ~orth Village, \vhich he 
to the location. resolved to build there, pnrchtts~d of 1\Ir Hallock, and com-
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1nencerl iinprovcJnenis at once. The 
house, a large, three story gothic 
structure. was built during the sum
mer of 1876 and remains to the present 
day. 18\l:i, as originally designed, 
though recently painted in different 
colors. 

The excavated site of a for1ncr barn 
on the northern slope, h; terraced and 
grassed over, and a rustic sum1ner 
house close by, gives an added beauty 
to the winding driveway to the house. 

The old wheclpit, a few rods to the 
east of the house, was built by Jona
than l\Iarsh 3d. as early as 1800, and the 
shop over it was used for the manufac· 
ture of bench and cider mill screws, 
and subsequently by Edward Strong 
for making saw handles. About 1845 

the shop was burned, but immediately 
rebuilt by ?>Ir Strong, who continued to 
use it with the water power until he 
removed from town in 184!i. ,J. S. Hal
lock used the shop and privilege from 
1849 to 18()9 in the manufacture of 

but a fpw months when his wife died, 
and he removed to Collinsville. In !Hi:. 
George W. llancroft became the 
owner of the property to which, by 
purchase from other parties, he has 
added more ground, and by grading, 
terracing- and the setting of trees and 
shrubbery, and much improvement and 
addition to the house itself, he has 
made one of the most attractive places 
of the village, and a comfortable 
pleasant home for himself, his wife 
and two daughters, Edith :M. and Min· 
nie L. !\Irs llancrpft was :Mary 
Hosford, a sister of :Mrs J. S. 
Hallock. 

Mr Bancroft is a manufacturer of 
brooms, his factory (a large square 
building,) stands about 75 yards to the 
east, well back from the same road. 
This broom business was established in 
18GG by William Steele, E. E. Clark & 
Co., their place of business being the 
old clock shop near the mouth of Spruce 
brook. In 18G7, li'Ir. Clarke retired 

shingles, since which time it has been from the business. In 1868, :Mr. Steele 
unused, though it is still a valuable died, and l\Ir. llancroft, who had been 
water privilege. in the employ of the former concern, 

This estate, known as "Hillview," became sole proprietor. In 1875 he 
was purchased in 1885 by Captain built a factory where the present one 
Henry R Jones, a retired army officer stands which, in less than a year, was 
and a native of New Hartford, who with destroyed by fire, and the present one, 
his family now lives upon it. II is wife, (larger than its predecessor,) was im
Sarah L., is the daught"r of Rev. Amos mediately built. This business, which 
H. Chesebrough, D. D., of Saybrook. harl a small beginning, has, in the 
They have six children, Anna S., wife hands of the present proprietor, greatly 
of William M. Brown of Titusville, increased and gives employment to a 
:!<'lorida; Louise W.; UaJTiet C.; Cath- considerable number of men. From 
erine l\L; Henry Roger, Jr; and 125 to 150 dozen brooms are made per 
Charles C. week, besides brushes and other arti-

Farther on towards the village, and cles in the same line, which are sold 
adjoining this place, is another hand- for the most part in the villages of New 
some residence surrounded by well kept England. The broom corn, from which 
grounds. The house stands on the cor- the brooms are marle, is raised in Ohio, 
ner of the Steele road lmd a highway Illinios and Nebraska-one man in the 
now known as High street, which was former stat.e, from whom 1\'lr Bancroft 
opened in 1870, running through a purchases, raises 1,20Uacres per annum. 
piece of land owned for many years by The handles, which are turned from 
Orrin Goodwin. The house was built basswood and ash, according to quality 
in 1873 by a Mr Brown, who livcrl there required. come from Michigan. 



NEW HARTFORD IN THE PAST AND PRESENT. 

NU)IBER TWENTY. was already shingled and clapboarded, 
and Mr Carter became itH purchaser. 
The frame was taken apart and 
brought to New Hartford by Hubert 
A. Steele, who under the contract was 
to make good all damage in the opera
tion. But one stick was split, and the 
whole damage to the frame amounted 
to but $2.37. The underpinning to the 
house carne from a quarry near River
ton, some of the stones being eighteen 
feet long, split from the best of gran
ite. The place is bounded by East 
Brook on the .easi and Spruce brool< on 
the north, and the two highways west 
and south. It is still the horne of Mr 
and Mrs Carter. 

Edwin R Carter is the oldest of the 

It may be now said that we have en
tered the village of New Hartford, 
"North End." The road mentioned in 
the last number, leading off to the 
southeast from the Steele road, which 
was opened in 1870, has been named 
High street. On th~ corner, opposite 
Geo. W. Bancroft's house, is a large 
residence standing well up from the 
Steele road, but about on a level with 
High street, which was built in 1868 
by Edwin R. Carter. The grounds 
around this place are ample, some five 
acres, and for natural adaptability could 
not be surpassed. '.rhe land, thirteen 
acres in all, was purchased by Mr Car
ter and William Steele jointly, in 1866, seven sons and three daughters of the 
of the heirs of Major Orrin Goodwin. late Hiram ann Eliza Taylor Carter of 
It was divided into six lots of about Pleasant Valley. Mrs Carter, who was 
equal size, each taking three lots by Catherine Pettibone, is the daughter 
choice, according to value. Soon after of Col Abram G. Pettibone of Burl
this transaction, Mr Steele removing to ington. Their only son, G. Edwin 
Terryville, he sold out his right to this Carter, is a sldllful mechanic in Brook
property to Mr Carter and Miss Clara lyn, L. I., and their only daughter, 
Louise Kellogg. who had purchased Anna Louise, was married August 15, 
the property then owned by Mr 1895, to Dr Walter Booth Adams of 
N. S. Seleninoff. Miss Kellogg after- Beirut, Syria, where she now resiiles. 
ward deciding not to build on that Some six or eight rods to the north 
location, Mr Carter bought out her of this corner, on the Steele road, we 
right and became sole owner of the come to Carter Avenue, the first house 
entire tract. upon which is a Gothic-roofed building, 

Mr Carter is a dealer in real estate, built by Mr Carter in 18li\J for a cabinet 
horses, wag-ons, cattle, a1od in fact buys shop, and used as such by Deacon J. C. 
and sells everything that is "for sale" Keach about a year, when it was 
or '~wanted,'' and his manner of build- altered into a dwelling, and has been 
ing a house is no exception to his rule occupied by different tenants. 
of actwn. In 1868 he found himself The tasteful double house, just be
with one of the most eligible sites for a yond was built by William Htecle for 
residence of all the beautiful positions a broom shop in 1867, and was used as 
surrounding the village of New Hart- such until 1874, when the business was 
ford. The next thing was to find a removed to what is now a repository 
house for the spot, and he found it. A on High Street. The building was re· 
Mr Rexford of Barkhamsted, who had· moved back to the side of Spruce 
commenced building a nice residence, brook, very near where the small brick 
determined to change his plans and bleach house now stands, and remained 
sell out. The purchaser not caring to there until 1878, when it was returned 
complete so large a house upon the to its first location, and remodeled into 
farm, <lecided to sell the frame, which a convenient ilouble house. These two, 
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which ~•·e the only huihlings on "Car- Sldnncr. l\Ir Skinner who belonged 
ter av.;nue, .. continue the property of to the f~mily of stage drivers of that 
l\Ir Carter. 

Returning to the corner previously 
mentioned, a few rods to the east, on 
the south shle of High street, is a 
building, near the Bancroft broom 
shop, set into the s'de hill, formerly 
known as the canopy shop. This, 
which is the property of Mr c~rter, 
was built in 18()8 for a barn by William 
Steele, who at that time intended to 
build him a house about where Geo W. 
Bancroft's residence stands. The build
ing takes its name from the fact that 
the Canopy Frame Co., of which l\11-
Carter was a member, had much of its 
work of finishing done there. It is 
nuw, 18%, used as a repository for 
c:.trriages, harness, etc. 

The small dwelling but a few feet to 
th" east of the canopy shop was built 
by Mr Carter in 1871, since which time 
it has been rcnt~d to those in his em
ploy and others. Back of this house 
M r Carter has fifty-five acres of pasture 
land, running up the mountain side to 
"Bare Spot Rock.'' 

A very short distance from the last 
mentioned house, we come to a small 
bridge crossing East brook Directly 
over this bridge, on the north side of 
the street, is a large, three-story build
ing, Mr Carter built in 1H\H, for a car
riage repository, his rapidly increasing 
business requiring t_his added storage 
for his carriages, sleighs, and other 
vehicles. 

Farther along down this street, in 
the lot to the north, is a white story 
and a half house, now owned by Mr 
Carter and occupied by the widow of 
De~tcon Jason C. Keach and her uncle, 
Mr James Marsh This house was 
built in 18!i4 by Merritt E Smith for 
Crosby Sykes, who intended to pur
chase the property and make it his 
permanent home. Tie lived there until 
18fi8, when he left for the west, and 
the place was purchased by Horace 

na1ne 1 \Veil kno\vn for rnany years 
upon the Albany turnpike, was at that 
time engaged as a miller in charge of 
the grist mill which wa» then in opera
tion near the Green woods cotton mills. 
Sept 22, 1871, l\Ir Sldnner sold the 
place to Deacon Keach and removed to 
Southington. In the hands of Deacon 
Keach the house and grounds were 
much altered and improved. The barn, 
which formerly stood near the street, 
southwest of the house, was removed 
in 1875 to its present location on the 
bank of East brook and remodeled 
into a cabinet shop and undertaker's 
ware room. It has recently been re
modeled into a dwelling. The house, 
during the occupancy of Deacon Keach, 
who was town clerk from 184ii until 
his death in 18!13, was the repository of 
the town records until July 4, 1876, 

when the town building was dedicated 
and the large iron safe and records 
were taken with much parade and 
deposited in the new building·. 

Just over the bridge, which crosses a 
small stream very near the shop last 
mentioned, is a two-story white house, 
built in the winter of 1878-!l by Samuel 
Bull, a carpenter and joiner, now of 
Winsted. The property was purchased· 
in 1881 by Geo W. Bancroft, who is the 
present owner. A similar house near 
it was built in 188:! by l\Ir llancroft. 
Another and a smaller house set in the 
bank on the opposite side of the street., 
was also built by Mr Bancroft. In 
addition to these three houses is an
other small house with barn opposite, 
built some eighteen years ago by Mr 
Bancroft, on the Steele road a few rods 
below the house mentioned in No. 
Nineteen as having been the ell part of 
J. S. Hallock's house before it was re
moved. These four houses Mr Ban
croft rents to his workmen and others. 
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~U)IBEH '1'\\'E~TY-O..XE. 

After a long halt we resume with 
pleasure our journey over the town, 
calling briefly, as we pass, upon each 
family. and taking a good long look at 
each house and its surroundings. 
~!any of the buildings which we pass 
were not known in the times now 
"old,"' yet we mention them in their 
places, that those who have gone from 
our midst to dwell in distant homes 
may glean from the record an idea of 
our present appearance, and also that 
future proprietors and dwellers therein 
may !mow something of the houses of 
to-day. 

Our last number closed with an ac
count of the house built by Samuel 
Bull, on High street, which runs across 
the mountain to the south of the North 
Village. Nearly opposite this house, 
two roads fork, one leading to the left 
down towards lllain street, the other 
to the right higher up on the mountain 
side. Taking the latter, a walk of a 
few rods brings us to the place of 
Henry l\I. Gates, whose house, facing 
directly to the north, looks down upon 
the village, clustered seventy-five or 
eighty feet beneath it. Mr Gates pur
chased this lot, one-half acre, in 1872, 
Mr John B. Owen, his father-in-law, 
purchasing a sitnilar lot just east at 
the same time, both with the intention 
of bui.lding houses. 1\Ir. Oates, a na
tive of Hartland, for tnany years car
ried on the blackslllithing and carriage 
1naldng business here. lie \Vas first 
selectman of the town from 1 H78 to 
188!l and has held other other offices in 
town. lie is now deputy sheriff of 
Litchfield county. Mr Owen for many 
years owned and i<ept the old New 
Hartford hotel His wife was Susan 
Cotton of Otis, 1\Iass. Their children 
\Verc Lester g_, whose widow no\v 
O\vns and lives in the house formerly 
belonging· to Sa1nuel Couch; .Julia, the 
wife of Henry M. Uates: ancl Louis 

A., at the present time town clerk. 

Mr Gates built his house the same 
year and occupied it at once. Mr 
Owen, losing his wife in July, 1873, 

went to live with his daughter, Mrs 
Gates, and in this house he died the 
December following. Mr Gates' prop
erty on the hill now embraces eig·ht 
acres. The house is located in a sight
ly position, and looms up to the south 
of the village, of whose surroundings it 
is a conspicuous ornament. The road 
by which we approach this house was 
built in 1874, and led off towards Pine 
Meadow, but by raising the grade of 
the Canal railroad, in 1877, the eastern 
end of it was destroyed, so that its 
only use now is as an approach to lllr 
Gates' residence and adjoining prop
erty. 

Some forty feet below Mr Gates' resi
dence, a little to the north and west, 
stands the house of Joseph G. Goodwin, 
built by its present owner and occu
pant in 1849, and his constant resi
dence ever since. Mr Goodwin, then a 
jeweler in the North Village, purchased 
an acre of ground of the late Henry 
Jones, to which he has added some ten 
or eleven acres lying to the south and 
west. This place, on the northern 
slope of the mountain, surrounded by 
beautiful shrubbery, is very productive, 
its owner raising great quantities of 
fruit of all kinds, especially grapes. 
The original acre belonging to this 
place, upon which the house stands, 
abuts upon the line between the lands 
of Richard Cowles and Geo C. Kellogg, 
as owned fifty years ago. This line 
was the cause of much dispute, but 
was finally fixed and settled to the 
satisfaction of the owners, 1\Ir Cowles 
setting a brown stone monument upon 
it which was marked R. C. This monu
ment, which stood but a few feet to 
the north of illr Goochvin's house, \vas. 
taken up when the Hartford & Con
necticut Western railroad was built, 
and buried in t.he embankment near its 
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former position. The bed of this mil
road, and the trestle by which it tmtcrs 
the village, is on a level with the foun
dation of Mr Goodwin's house, running 
but a few feet from and in front of it. 

Mr Goodwin's wife was Sarah Smith. 
She died in 1890. They have one son, 
Scott G. Goodwin of Hartford. 

The two houses last named are ap
proached from the village by stone 
steps directly under the railroad-to 
Mr Goodwin's house by a walk to the 
right, and to Mr Gates' house by five 
:flights of wooden steps. 

Returning to the forks of the road, 
one branch of which led us to H. M. 
Gates' place, and taking the left, after 
a walk of perhaps twenty rods, we come 
to a small building, now used by Mr 
Gates as an undertaker's shop, which 
stands upon a site which, in old times, 
was of sufficient importance to make it 
historic. Near this building once 
stood a potash manufactory, owned 
and conducted by Selah Whiting, a 
merchant who figured in North Villa"'e 
seventy years ago. This potash w~s 
worked by Deacon Nehemiah Andruss, 
the father of Willard and Leonard An
drus, and Mrs Edward Seymour, men
tioned in number eighteen. 

Upon the ground where the present 
building stands was what was known 
for many years as "the clock shop." 
This shop was originally built by Rich
ard Cowles, who owned extensive stage 
routes, a livery, and a large number of 
horses, for a blacksmith and general 
repair shop. A man by the name of 
Bancroft had charge of this shop sev
eral years. 

We quote, partially, from the history 
of New Hartford in the Litchfield coun
ty compilation: "About 1840, Henry 
Jones and Isaac P. Frisbie (the latter 
from Harwinton) started a clock manu
factory ncar the dam built by Webb & 
Denney (who will t·eceive mention in a 
later article) on Spruce brook, and 
made clocks for the southem market. 

Owing to heavy losses, the business 
provc<l unprofitable and was given up 
after about four years. In 1845, H. B. 
& S. Alvord, who came to town from 
Bolton to keep store, rented the clock 
shop and carried on a wood turning 
business, manufacturing furniture 
trimmings, knobs, etc. Afterwards 
Roger H. Mills and Jason C. Keach 
carried on a door, sash and blind man
ufactory in this shop. In the fall of 
1850 it burned but was rebuilt by Geo 
R. Jewett, who used it for sawing and 
splitting wood to supply the village 
demand. In 1855 Chas W. Nash, James 
S. Wiswall and Herman Clark started 
a plane manufactory here, which was 
continued several years, after which 
Richard H. Wheeler and George Max
field used the shop in the manufacture 
of gauges. 

A broom factory and shook shop, for 
making sugar hogsheads for the West 
Indies, was started in the old clock 
shop building by William Steele, E. E. 
Clark & Co. · This concern enlarged 
the building, but by a :flood soon after, 
which swept down Spruce brook, a 
portion of the establishment was car
ried off. The remainder was soon re
moved to the opposite side of Main 
street, enlarged and constructed into a 
carriage manufactory. The old build
ing was of wood in the upper story, 
with a basement of brick. 

NUMREH TWENTY-TWO. 

From the foot of North Village, or 
"North End," as this portion of the 
town has been called time out of mind, 
we will go to the very head of the 
street and resume our walk. Here we 
find ourselves a breast of Green \voods 
pond, a large sheet of water extending 
north over the line into Barkhamsted, 
nearly to the village of Pleasant 
Valley. This pond entirely covers 
what 'vas once l<TIO\Vn as :!\'last 
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swamp, so called from the fact 
that the heavy timber growing 
therein was much in demand in former 
times for masts to vessels. Of this 
large pond, dam and water privilege, 
we shall make mention more particu
larly in a future number, when the 
Greenwoods Company's cotton factories 
and other interests are reached. 

At the west end of the dam now 
stands what is known as the scythe 
shop. The Greenwoods Scythe Com
pany was organized in 1864. Its first 
meeting was held at John ll. Owen's 
hotel in North Village June 27th of 
that year. At this meeting sixteen of 
the stockholders were present, and the 
following were appointed directors: 
John C. Smith, John L. Purinton, Wil
liam Steele, Isaac M. Steele and Her
man Chapin. These directors made 
choice of John C. Smith as president 
and Howell W. Brown as secretary and 
treasurer. 

This company was a regular joint
stock corporation, organized under the 
laws of the state of Connecticut, with 
a capital stock of $35,000, divided into 
1,400 shares of $25 each. The purpose 
of its organization was the manufac
ture of scythes and all kinds of edged 
tools. It was composed of forty-seven 
stock-holders, who owned shares vary
ing from eight to one hundred each, 
the heaviest owner being Theodore 
Polhemus, Jr., of New York city. The 
stock-holders were mostly residents of 
this town, though some were capital
ists in Hartford and New York. At a 
meeting of the company held Aug. 31, 
186\1, the same officers were elected, 
and Robert R. Smith was chosen agent. 
After this the business was managed 
mostly by the agent. The business 
had now become prosperous, employ
ing over seventy hands and turning 
out one thousand dozen scythes annu
ally. 

In the spring of 1800 the shop and 
works were entirely destroyed by fire. 

upon which occasion the company's 
efficient agent, Robert R. Smith, came 
near losing his life. Mr Smith went 
one evening, as was his custom, to in
spect the works and see that every
thing was all safe for the night While 
in the paint room, the gas from a large 
open can of benzine ignited from the 
blaze of his lantern, and quicker than 
it can be spoken or written he found 
himself surrounded by flames. He ran 
immediately to his office, armed him
self with a fire extinguisher and start
ed for the fire. On his way through 
the shop he stumbled forward, the 
weight of the extinguisher on his back 
causing him to fall so heavily as to 
render him insensible, and there he lay 
until the smoke and gas restored him 
to consciousness sufficiently to enable 
him to barely escape. The shop was 
soon a mass of ruins. The work of re
building was immediately commenced, 
and before that year was closed the 
forges were blazing and the trip ham
mers, grindstones and other machinery 
running as before. 

In 1870, E. A. Brinkerhoff of New 
York was chosen president, Edwin R. 
Carter secretary, and Hobert R. Smith 
treasurer and agent. The following 
year, John}<' Smith was chosen presi
dent and the other officers continued. 
The next president of the company 
was Lovitt Stimson, who was chosen 
in 1872. Ir. 1873 Robert It. Smith was 
chosen president and H. W. Brown was 
again called to the secretaryship. 

In the winter of 1872 and 1873, owing 
to the non-support of the Greenwoods 
Company, upon whom the Scythe Com
pany depended for water power, and in 
a great measure financial assistance, it 
was deemed expedient to wind up its 
affairs and dispose of its stock proper
ty. Consequently at a directors' meet
ing, held Jan 6, 1873, it was voted to 
call a special meeting of stock-holders 
with a view to discontinuing the busi
ness. At a meeting held April 7, 1873, 
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it was votecl to uccept the bid of '1' .• 1. 
VanWyck of New York, who nccorcl
ingly purchased the cntit·e property, 
the Orecnwootls Company t'Ventually 
coming into possession. This \vas the 
last of the active operations of one 
of the most desirable manufacturing 
enterprises ever established in New 
Hartford. The buildings, shop, office, 
and three dwelling houses are now the 
property of the Greenwoods Company. 
The shop itself has remained unoccu
pied, except as a place for storage, ever 
since. 

What was formerly the barn of the 
Scythe Company was, some years 
since, remodeled into a dwelling 
house and is now occupied by several 
families. This is the second building 
reached upon entering the village from 
the north, the first being a small dwell
ing built into the side hill near the 
P. R. and N. E. railroad which was 
also a portion of the scythe shop prop
erty, as was the large double house 
now standing opposite the office build
ing. The scythe shop office, the frame 
of which is made of the timbers taken 
from the old Barkhamsted Center Con
gregational church, has been remodeled 
into a dwelling of seven tenements, 
that .number of families being now 
pleasantly domiciled beneath its roof. 

NU)!BER TWENTY-TI!HER. 

Immediately adjoining the scythe 
shop grounds stands a two-story white 
house, now the property of the Green
woods Company. This house was built 
about 183:~ by Stephen Baldwin, a car
penter and builder, well known in this 
town fifty or sixty years ago. 1\fr 
Baldwin occupied the house two or 
three years when he purchased the 
Captain Cook farm on Town Hill and 
removed thereto with his family. The 
pl>tce then came into the possession of 
Joshua M. Barwick, a merchant tailor, 

who wns for many years a well known 
citizen of this town. l\lr Barwick (who 
came to this town from Canaan) had 
two chilclren-I•'rcderkk J., who died 
here in IS!iH, and Adelaide R., now liv
ing in Bl'Ooklyn, L. I., the widow of 
Capt Charles W. Nash. His first wife 
having died, Mr Barwick married 
Ellen, daughter of the late Josiah 
Case, by whom, also, he had two chil
dren. II e died in 1872 at the house of 
his son-in-law in Pine Meadow. His 
widow and her son and daughter are 
now living in Tariffville. The house 
has been the property of the Green
woods Company since 1847, and has 
been occupied by different persons. 
Rev Alexander Leadbetter, pastor of 
the North Congregational church, lived 
there several years; subsequently for a 
time it was the residence of Deacon 
Howell W. Brown, secretary of the 
Greenwoods Company, and Rev R. H. 
Bowles, pastor of the Baptist church, 
and others. 

To the south of the house last men
tioned, some six rods, stands a two
story white dwelling, erected about 
1836, by Miss Lucy A. Jones for her 
parents, Mr and Mrs Sylvester Jones. 
The builder was Henry Lee of Pleas
ant Valley. The owner of this prop
erty afterwards became the wife of 
Edward A. Brooks, who in former 
years was a blacksmith in this village. 
Mr Brooks' first wife was a daughter of 
Pitman Stow, who also was an old time 
blacksmith in the village. Mr Brooks, 
who, with his family, lived in this 
house for many years, died in 1875, 
leaving a daughter, Mary Jane, by his 
first wife, and a widow who also had 
one daughter, (Julia, \vho married for 
her second husband Austin Lee, the 
son of the contractor who built the 
house. Mrs Brooks was an accom
plished lady, for m>tny ye>trs a teacher, 
h>tving for a considerable period, with 
her sister Almira (Mrs .T. C. Baker), 
successfully conducten a select school 
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in Poughkeepsie, N. Y. Her brother, 
Herman Leroy Jones, is now living in 
this village. Her sister, Juliana (Mrs 
Thomas H. Gault), died in Straus burg, 
Pa., about thirty years ago. Mrs 
Brooks died Sept. 5, 1876, and her only 
child, Mrs Lee. in 1875. Her father 
died in 1854 and her mother a few 
years later. The property is now 
owned by Charles Dickinson of New 
Ilritain, a brother of Mrs Lee's first 
husband. 

under Mr Morse's cwnership and occu
pancy, until he sold out and removed 
to Akron, Ohio, where he is now estab
lished in the practice of his profession. 
Under the management of the present 
owners the place has been still further 
improved. 

A few steps south of the last mention
ed place is the residence of Mrs Lester 
E. Owen and her son, John C. Owen, 
purchased by them of the estate of 
Samuel Couch, who will be rememb~r-

Nearly opposite this place is a very ed by all who have lived in New Hart
neat, modern house with a pretty yard ford for the past fifty years. This 
and surroundings. This wa.s the prop- house was built by Alanson Spencer, 
erty and residence of William F. Tay- who was a carpenter and joiner, m 
lor who, for about ten years, was a 1822. He lived there a few years when 
merchant in this village. Mr Taylor he sold the place to the North Congre
built the house in the year 1877 and gational society for a parsonage. As 
lived there until he removed his family such it was occupied from 1834 to 1838 
to Winsted where, for several years he by Rev Wyllis Lord, D. D., and for a 
was engaged in the manufacture of short time by Rev Dr John Woodb~idge. 
knit goods. He is now a merchant in At this time there was no ell part at
Grand View, Tennessee. His wife is tached to the house, and Dr Wood
the daughter of William Tiffany of bridge found it too small for the ac
Barkhamsted. The place was purchas- commodation of his large family, there
ed in 1886 by Rev William Goodwin, a fore it was sold in 1840 by the few gen
son of Col W. Goodwin mentioned in tlemen who had advanced the money 
number eighteen. Mr Goodwin is a for its purchase, to Samuel Couch. 
retired Baptist clergyman. His first Mr Couch, who died in 188:i, aged !12 
wife was Charlotte E. Crane. His sec- years, a native of Sandisfield, 1\lass., 
ond wife was Calista V., daughter of was for many years a merchant in the 
Rev F. Bestor, widow of E. War- village of Ilitchcockville, now ltiver
ner. In !~!Ia, the place was sold to ton. From 183a to 1~38 he was engage!] 
James Doody of this village, though it in trade in Carlinville, Ill.. where his 
is now occupied by 1•'. L. Daniels, a only daughter, Mary, the wife of Geo 
conductor on the New llartforll branch L. Brown, died a few years ago. Mrs 

1 of the Consolidated railroad. Couch was a native of Ilartlnnd. the 

A few rods to the south of what is daughter of Dr Bosworth. ~lr Couch, 
still l{nown as the "Brooks place," after coming to .New Hartford in l~·lO, 

stands a well built, well l<ept, two-story was not (.'ngagcd in any particular 
white house, now the property and business. ~lr an(l Mrs Couch had a 
residence of Mrs \\'allact>< \V. \Veaver son, ~athank•l. who left town years 
and her mother. Mrs I. Munson Stl•ele. ago anrl was never lu•ard of afterwards. 
This house was built in Hlii"l by a 1nan Mr~ Owen. the presC"nt occupant. is the 
from Southington. who imml•<liatl•ly widow of LPstl•r 1~. Owen. a veteran of 
sold it in a sonwwhat unfinished con- the t:tth l'onn Yolunteers. who died in 
dition to Nathan Morsl'. a ht\\'.}'l'r, then I~!H. Slw was. hpfore Inarriagl' :\1iss 
practicing in New llartford. The place .Julia Crane. tlw :o~isll•r of tlu• first wife 
wns gradunlly improvpcl ancl heantifir-d of HPv \Vm no01lwin. llt•r onl;\· son. 
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,John C. Owen, is master machinist for was up and the ridge pole made fast to 
the Standard llrush Company, in this the rafters. This was the only system 
village. of insurance in '~Old Times." Neighbor 

NliliR~:R TWENTY-FOUR. 

Nearly opposite the Samuel Couch 
house, mentioned in the last number 
of this series, stand the house and 
grounds which for many years have 
been known as the "Major Brown 
plac<' .. , This house was built about 
the year 1810 hy Joel Hitchcock, a cab
inet maker, who had his shop just to 
the north. Previous to the building of 
this house, l\Ir Hitchcock lived in a 
small log house which stood near the 
road or street, directly in front of the 
present dwelling. While the latter 
was in process of erection, Mr Hitch
cock ):milt a kiln-dry, attached to the 
barn directly in the rear, for the pur
pose of drying and preparing lumber 
for the inside work. One day, while 
this kiln-dry was being tended by Tim
othy Wadsworth, a brother of Tertius, 
it took fire, and its contents, as well as 
the barn, were entirely destroyed. 
The neighbors from far and near turn
ed out, drew timber and lumber, and 
rebuilt the barn. In one week from 
the fire, another frame was \Vas up, oc
cupying the ground upon which the 
former barn stood. 

The raising of this barn was made a 
great occasion. Col. Wm. Goodwin, 
who lived near the ~~Kingdom"' bridge, 
was present, as were Deacon John 
llrown, Capt. William Cook, Michael 
Kellogg, Ashbel and Jonathan l\Iarsh 
of Town Ilill, and many others. Eli
jah Strong laid out the frame, William 
Clarl<, (who died at the house ol his 
son, IIerman, some years ago, then 
n young man), was one of the workmen 
who helped to build both house and 
barn. A ~~ ood supper was spread in 
the log· cabin, which was heartily en
joyed by the ra..ba.•rs, when thP frillne 

helped neighbor in time of need, and 
a community was a closely allied 
brotherhood. 

l\Ir Hitchcock kept tavern in this 
house for several years. His wife was 
the daughter of Matthew Gillett, a 
prominent man among the early set
tlers of New Hartford. He removed to 
near Troy, N. Y., about 1812, after 
which the place was occupied for sever
al years by his son-in-law, Jabez D. 
Armstrong. 

Major Sanford Brown purchased the 
place in 1832, and it remained his resi
dence until his death at the age of 65, 
Sept. 16, 1857. 1\lajor llrown was a 
native of Sandisfield, Mass., born in 
the village of New Boston, in that town, 
Dec. 15, 1792. He was the third child 
of Sanford Brown, who kept tavern in 
New lloston. His first wife was Elvira, 
daughter of Samuel Chamberlain of 
Colebrook River, to whom he was mar
ried April 23, 182~. She died July 1st, 
1838, leaving him with two daughters, 
Eliza, Mrs D. ll. Smith, now living in 
Pine Meadow; and Frances, the wife of 
Virgil S. Abbot, a former resident of 
New Hartford, but no\v living in Lyn
den, Whiteside Co., Ill. March 13, 
183fl, Major llrown was again married 
to l\Irs Eliza Martin, nee Shipman, the 
widow of Dr Martin, of Springfield. 
N. J., she having previously been the 
widow of Dr Hart of New Britain. lly 
his second wife, lllajor Brown had a 
son, Col. Hubert S. llrown, who serv
ed during the war of the Rebellion as 
Asst. Adjutant lleneral of Volunteers, 
afterwards one of th!' proprietors of the 
Continental Hotel, Philadelphia, but 
now of New York: and a daughter, 
Ellen E., now the wife of Freeman D. 
l\larckwald. of New York. 

Major Brown was nn enterprising 
Inan, in his early years a contractor 
and huildl•r of roafls. hridgl•s and dams. 
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He was also a manufacturer, having 
been associated with his brother-in-law, 
George C. Kellogg, and Herman Chapin 
in the manufacture of woolen and cot· 
ton goods, and with John C. and 
Darius B. Smith in cotton manufactur
ing. He was also at one time a mer
chant, and one of the firm of Brown, 
Jones & Elmore, (Henry Jones and 
Harvey B. Elmore) whose place of 
business stood where Jacob Widmer's 
store now stands. 

contributed a poem, In Memoriam 
which was read. Miss Clara Louise 
Kellogg, who was a friend of the fami
ly, sang "Shining Shore." The day 
was one of mourning throughout the 
village. 

After the death of Mrs BrowL, the 
place was owned and occupied by her 
son, Dr. Henry A. Hart, until April 8, 
1874, when he sold the property to 
Caleb C. Goodwin, and removed to Mil
lerton, N.Y., where he was a practicing 
physician for a number of years and 
where he died. 

In less a than month Mr Goodwin sold 
the homestead and that portion of the 
land lying east of the Hartford and 
Connecticut Western Railroad to Mrs 
W. E. Tompson, a daughter of the late 
Wm Markham, who sold it in 1887 to 
H'1nry T. Smith, who with his family 
now occupies it. Mr Smith carries on 

Later in life he devoted himself more 
exclusively to farming, owning a con· 
siderable tract of land in rear and to 
the west of his house. This property 
now constitutes "Highland Farm," the 
estate of Chas. F. Maxfield. Major 
Brown was a kind-hearted, sympathetic 
man; took a great interest in schools 
and in the Congregational church. He 
was fond of the society of young peoJ>le 
and enjoyed, as long as he lived, to at· the stove, tin, and hardware business 
tend social gatherings. His house was in town. His wife, Sarah, is the daugh· 
always considered "one of the best ter of the late Michael Young, who 
places to go to" in the village. While died in this village in 1867. 
at work in the field one day, a harrow They have three sons and five 
or drag fell upon him, injuring him so daughters, James T., is a practicing 
severely that he lived but three weeks physician near New York City; Henry 
afterwards. Thus passed away one J., and Joseph ll., who assist their 
of New Hartford's best citizens, one I father in his busine•s; Catherine A., 
well-known far and wide, and well be- is a bookkeeper in Carleton Seymour's 
loved by a large circle of friends. store; Sarah C. has spent several years 

After the death of Major Brown, his in ~'ranee and Italy in perfecting her 
widow and family occupied the plac" education, and is now a teacher in Bos
until the death of l\lrs Brown, which ton; Agnes M., Frances E. and Julia 
occurred July 8, 181i6, after an agon· are young girls at home. 
izing illness of considerable duration. The house. originally old·fashiom•d 
Mrs Brown, like her husband. was fond and plain. was greatly improved b_y 
of society, and greatly interested in the Major Brown. both in its interior and 
schools of the town, where she was a exterior appearance. The verandah, 
frequent visitor. In the church and which runs across the south and east 
Sunday school she was a prominent sides. was built b_y him. l\lr Smith has 
member and teacher, greatly respected also made improvements. raising 
and beloved by all with whom she was the ell and putting in modern 
thrown iu contact. Iler funeral, which convenit>nccs. Th<' statl'l.r tnaplPs, 
filled the Congregational church to its which clusterl'<l thicldy about tht• 
utmost capacilJ.'• was attcn(led b,y ltcv old IHlnH•stl':ul are now somPwhat 
J. B. Cleaveland, then its pastor, whose thinru•tl out. one or two of the harns or 
wift~. Mrs ~~- IJ .. Jocelyn Cleaveland. sheds which formerly oecupit'd t hP 



NE\\' HARTFORD IN THE PAST AND PRESENT. 

bacl{ground, have been removed, as 
have the fences which enclosed the 
lane leading up to the south door and 
stables. Yet the old place, on its ele
vated site, still occupies a command
ing position, and presents much the 
same appearance as in the sixty years 
gone by. 

)lU~IBI<:I-t TWE~TY-FIVJ<;. 

Leaving the place of Henry T. Smith 
we \vill cross the street, and a fe\v rods 
to the south of Mrs Owen's place stands 
a pretty two-stor,YiJlouse, with a veran
da on the south side and along the 
front of the ell part, the whole painted 
a pinkish tint. The house was built by 
Asa E. Perkins, a cabinet maker, who 
was well known in this town fifty 
years ago. tfe was a brother of :Mrs 
Caleb C. Goodwin and Mrs Grove S. 
Marsh. l\ir Perkins purchased the 
land of Richard B. Cowles in 1835, and 
probably built the house immediately 
after. lie lived there a number of 

that church, Uev ~'rederic II. Adams, 
the father of Dr. Walter B. Adams who 
married Anna L. Carter. Afterwards 
it was occupied by Wm. McAlpine, a 
tailor in town, and his family. In 1892 
this place was purchased by Jacob 
Widmer, who was for many years a 
master machinist for the Greenwoods 
Company. Mr Widmer's wife is the 
daughter of Mrs Anson J. Hawley of 
Town Hill. Mr and Mrs Widmer had 
three children, Frederick, who died in 
the South in 1894; Howard J. and Mary, 
twins, the latter the wife of Frank B. 
Munn, Esq., a lawytr practising in 
Winsted and New Hartford; Howard is 
a machinist, now working in Brooklyn, 
L. I. Mr Widmer carries on a jewelry 
and variety store in town. 

On the opposite, or west, side of the 
street, somewhat to the south, stands 
a small old-fashioned house fronting on 
the side walk, which was built in 1804 
by Thomas Gleason, a shoemaker, who 
had a shop in the house. It is said to 
have been the first house built on the 

years, after which he removed to the Greenwoods turnpike after it was open
hotel in this village, of which he was ed in 1800. Gleason bought the land 
the proprietor a year or two, when he of Thomas Lee in 1804, and sold it, 
removed with his family to Michigan, with house and other buildings thcre
w·here he died. in 1882. on standing, in 180!", to Oliver Case, who 

After Mr Per~ins, the house was manufaetured potash directly opposite. 
occupied by ~-nea.con·• \Ventworth for Mr Case was a smart, active man and 
several years. L. l!,rank .l!,uller 'vas its for several years deputy sheriff. He 
owner and occupant for some years; died about 1814, and the place \Vent 
from his hands it became the property into the possession of Jabez D. Arm
of ~lr and l\Irs Ue~d Anderson, an aged strong, who was its owner and occu
couple who resided there from the time pant until 1H30, hence it was g-enerally 
of purchase in 1MG3 until their death. known as "the Armstron~ place." 
Mr Anderson died April 2U, 1878, at t:.e This place was also owned and occupied 
a.ge of eighty-six, ~Irs Anderson Oct. by A~a E. Perkins, he having purchased 
14, 1880, aged eighty-three. Mr an<l it of Isaac Kellogg, and sold it to Hiram 
l\lrs Anrlerson came to this town frotn Barber in Uol:l:l. one and one-half acres, 
East Haddam. After the dca.th of )[rs with dwelling house. cabinet shop and 
Anderson. the place was purchased by barn. lliran1 Barber. who married 
her sister, Mrs ,J. C. Htnith, who itntnc- Clarissa, the daughter of Elisha Case. 
<liatply n•tnodclcd and enlargcll it. The died in l~::Ji while travt•ling south: lcav
plact> was tlu•n usc<l by the Cong"l in~ a \vife an(l two childrcn-gllen. 
sociL•ty as a parsonag-e. antl was occn- who was the first wife of llnhert A. 
ph·<l for S('\it.'l"al years hy the pastor uf Steele. an(l llinun rJ .. hnth now <lt•arl. 
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Mrs Ilarber continued to live upon the four feet, and a handsome foundation 
place until1852, when she was married of hewn stone placed beneath it. The 
to Judson Wadsworth and removed to exterior was much improved, a cupola 
near Winsted, where she resided until and veranda added, the grounds taste
she died in 1890, Mr Wadsworth died fully laid out, and an ornamental iron 
about twelve years ago. After Mrs fence built, making it one of the hand
Wadsworth left town, the place was somest residences to be seen upon Main 
occupied by Rev. I<'. A. Spencer for a street. The financial crisis of 1874-5 
short period. In 1860 the place was brought reverses upon its enterprising 
purchased by Howard P. Marsh, a son owner, so that he was obliged to sell 
of Rev. Frederick Marsh of Winchester; the beautiful home upon which he ex
he died in 1865, and it was occupied by pended so much care and money, and 
his widow and daughter, until 1880, Wm. S. Seymour became its purchaser. 
when the family removed to New It is now divided into three tenements 
Haven. In 1889 this place was pur- and is occupied by as many families. 
chased by Chas A. Smith, now of But a few steps to the south of this 
Springfield, Mass. Mr Smith enlarged place stands a good substantial modern 
and improved the house and with his house built in 1854 by a joint stock 
family occupied it several years, and is company upon land purchased by John 
still its owner. It is now occupied by C. Smith and Sanford Brown, with the 
Henry P. Gilman, his wife, three child- intention of making it the parsonage 
ren and his mother-in-law, Mrs James of the Congregational church in North 
B. Crowe, who is the daughter of the Village. Finding the house was cost
late Henry Jones. ing more than had been anticipated, 

A few steps to the south of the last the &tockholders relinquished their 
mentioned house is the cellar of a titles to J. C. Smith, who became sole 
house, which was burned several years owner. Still it was retained by him as 
ago, and a barn in the rear, which has a parsonage, and every succeeding 
been fitted up for the occupancy of its pastor of the church occupied it until 
owner, John Ingle, who is a joiner and after his death and the distribution of 
builder. Mr Ingle's first wife was the his estate, when it fell to his <laugh
sister of Henry M. Gates. She d!cd in ter, lllrs ~'red l\1. Terrill, who sold 1t 
1880, leaving two children, William and to Mrs Sarah D. King, its present pro
May. Mr Ingle afterwards married prietress. Mrs King is the daughter 
Miss Huldah Wilson of Windsor, by of the late Zenas Dyer of Canton, and 
whom he had one child. still with her husband, Joseph I•'. King, 

The next house, a large. square. 
handsome residence, set well back 
from the street. was built by t:co lt. 
Jewett upon land purchased hy hint of 
llenry L. Crowe in 184fi. This was the 
home of Mr ,Jewett until !HOM. when it 
was purchased by Warren II. Loveland, 

has a home there. The house was 
built under the immediate superintend
ence of Hcv F. A. Spencer, by Chauncy 
Oris\vold, and its present occupant, 
l\Ir King, was one of the joiners who 
helpe<l put it together. 

now of Great Harrington. l\lass .. a ~T"BEH TWKSTY-AIX. 

merchant tailor who located in New 
Hartford nearly forty years ago. Some \\"e now fin•l ourselves at the brick 
four or five years aftt.>r its purchasl', house on the east side of Main street, 
l\lr Lovplanlltnatlc t'Xtt•nsive additions lmilt ahont l~J.i hy Ilt•tll';\' St•ymour. 
ancl iinprovcments upon the place. :\lr Sesn1our (llarry, as he was invaria
The houst" was raised some thret• or bly called.) was the son of Capt. Syl-
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vcster Seymour, of whom we wrote in Leroy Jones, was built by Medad 
Number Nine. Inheriting from his Merrill, who \Vas the son of Aaron 
'ather a large amount of real estate Merrill of the south part of the town. 
within and near North Village, he He lived in the house but a few years 
found himself wbile yet a young man, when he sold the place to Whitehead 
a considerable land owner. He had Howd. The house was orginally one 
previously built what is !mown as the story, but was raised to its present 
"brick house" and for several years elevation by Mr Howd's son, Ira, who 
kept it as a tavern. Tiring of this oc- will be remembered by all who lived in 
cupation, he built the house which we North village forty years a~o. Mr 
are now considering, and reD.J.oved with Howd and son, Ira, were cabinet makers 
his family into it, devoting his atten- and were considered good workmen. Mr 
tion more exclusively to farming. His Howd was from Southington. He had 
farm lay on both sides of Main street, two sons and one daughter. Ira sur
and on the west and north extending vived his father many years, and eon
well back up the hill. Mr Seymour tinned the cabinet business until his 
was for several years deputy sheriff, a . death, which occurred in 1859. His 
position more recently held by his son, first wife died in 1850, and in 1858 he 
WilliamS., for a considerable period. married Miss Jerusha McNary, who 
lie died in 1878, leaving his venerable still survives him and lives with her 
wif.,, the sister of Asher Merrill of the nephew, Geo F. Douglass, in the south
south part of the town, two sons-Wm. east part of the town. He had no 
S., and Dewitt, now living in Wiscon- children. His son, Edwin, married 
sin, and one daughter, Caroline E. Mary Ueer and removed from town 
llis oldest son, Henry Phelps, died in when quite a young man. His daugh-
1874, and his daughter, Caroline E., ter, Emma, married a Mr Copeland and 
died in 1883. llis wife, nee Caroline went to Massachusetts. After Ira 
Merrill, died in 1888 at the age of Howd's death, the house was occnpied 
niu.,ty-five years. 'l'he house and ad- by various families until it was pur
joining property is now owned by Wm. chased in !BuB by H. Lerov Jones, who 
S. Seymour who with his wife, the has much improved the place and is its 
daughter of the late Asher Merrill, present owner. Mr Jones' wife was 
lives upon it. Adeline Van Dusen who died in 1886 

'l'o the rear of this house, somewhat leaving two sons. l<'•·edcrick B. and 
to the south, near the river bank, Clarence E. The former married Anna, 
formerly stood a small old house which the daughter of H. H. Stone, mentioned 
also was the property of Mr Seymour. in No. Four. ~·rederick B. Jones with 
In this house he lived perhaps a year his wife, two children, his father and 
while his brick residence was in process brother, Clarence E., unmarried, now 
of erection. It was in former years occupy tbe house. 
the cabinet shop of .Joel Hitchcock, and 'l'he next building to the south was 
was removed from just north of Major originally the cabinet shop of Ira Jlowd 
Brown's house soon after he purchased and was built by him, and after his 
the place. It was demolished about death was used by Dea. J. C. Keach for 
forty-five years ago. This house was 

1 
the .same purpose. In 1~73 1\.lr Jones 

rentL•ll hy its proprietor to different; retnodeled and n_•fitted it into a drug 
f:unilie.s from time to time. I store. It is Ulost excellently planned 

rhc llPXt house on Main street. R I for the purpose, though it is nt the 
sonwwhat old-fa.-;hioned white one,~~ present thne unoccupied. It is now 
now tlw prilpl•rty an(l rl'sich•n(_'l' of II. I COV('rl'Cl with u square flat roof, which 
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with its plate glass windows, makes it 
one of the handsomest business places 
in the village, presenting a striking 
contrast to the old shop with its rickety 
stairs up the south side. The second 
story is done ufl' into a commodious 
tenement and is occupied by Louis 
A. Owen, a son of John B. Owen, who 
is now town clerk. 

A few steps to the south, is the house 
owned by the late Seth K. Priest and 
occupied by Mrs. E. Y. Morehouse, her 
two sons and two daughters. It was built 
in 1825 by Anson Van Dusen who came 
to New Hartford in 1831 from Claverack 
N. Y. At firsl he drove stage on the 
route from Hartford to Albany, making 
this his stopping place, driving to and 
from Hartford e~ry day. The lot on 
which the house stands was purchased 
of Capt Harry Cowles for $80, the build
er doing the work being Henry Lee of 
Barkhamsted. '11r. Van Dusen contin· 
ned as driver on the stage route but 
about a year, when he engaged in the 
sale of clocks for William Markham, Jr, 
and others, which business he continued 
more than twenty years, traveling 
through the southern states, but re
taining his home in this village. In 
1847 he sold the place to Hiram 
Chamberlain, who carried on the 
butchering business. After selling his 
place, Mr. Van Dusen removed to Hart· 
ford, thence to New Haven, returning 
in two years, when he bought the 
place on Cemetery Hill, just above the 
P. R. & N. E. railroad depot. where his 
widow lived until her death in 1888. 
at the age of eighty-four years. 
The house was burned in 1889. Mr. Van 

confide in him their plans and laugh 
with them over their stories and jokes. 
He was the father of Adeline, 1\Irs. H. 
Leroy Jones; Caroline IlL, Mrs 0. S. 
Thompson, now living in Great Bar
rington, Mass.; t.)f Harriet, 1\lrs. Pitman, 
who died in New Haven in October 
1881; of Edward G., who went to Cali
fornia in 1849, and never returned; of 
Virginia, Mr~. Farmaris, who died in 
Brooklyn, L. I., in 1870, and Frank A., 
the blind musician, who makes it his 
home in Utica, N. Y., and of two chil
dren who die.d in infancy. 

Hiram Chamberlain, the second owner 
and occupant of this house, died in 
Hartford a few years since, his widow 
living in that city with her daughter, 
Amelia, Mrs. Oscar Hills. His son Ken
drick now lives in New Britain; Stan
ley, the youngest of the family, died 
several years since. Mr. Chamberlain 
was a brother of Major Sanford 
Brown's first wife. 

Mr. Priest bought the place of him in 
1855, and in 1874 remodeled and im
proved it. He was for many years 
prominent in the business and political 
interests of the town. Commencing 
work here with his father, a master 
builder, he carried that on but a few 
years; subsequently he became a mer
chant, and continued as such for up
wards of thirty years, during which 
time he was a member of several firms 
-Elmore and Priest, Priest and Crow, 
S. K. Priest and Co., and sole propri
etor. He represented t':te town in the 
legislature, and was for a number of 
years first selectman. He died Nov. 21, 
1880. His widow still owns the prop-

Dusen died Oct. !1, 1853, and is buried in erty. 
the village cemetery. He was a pleas-
ant man, a friend and companion for NUMBER TWF.STY-~EVR.N. 

all the boys in the village, and although 
he was a shrewd business man and Opposite Mrs. Seth K. Priest's house 
re1narkably successful as a sale&'\nan, on the corner of the street, )earling to 
(being a close observer of human I tne Congregational church and a little 
nature.) his chief delight was to gather to the north, stands a large modern 
the ho.vs around him and hear them house, which is now the property and 
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residence of James W. Dwyer, while Markham of West Hill purchased the 
some fifty feet farther north is a large, place and with his family removed into 
old fashioned house, somewhat mod- the house. Mr. Markham was men
ernized by extensive improvements. 
These two houses by their history and 
past ownership, should go together in 
our descriptions. The last named 
house, now the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Chester W. Gilman, was built by Theo
dore Cowles about 1810 for his son, 
Harry. Capt. Harry Cowles, like his 
father, was in early days a saddler and 
harness maker. He married a sister of 
Major Sanford Brown, by whom he 
had three children-Henry B., Theo
dore and Abbie Ann, all of whom are 
well remembered by the older residents 
of the- village. About 1817, at the 
death of his father, Harry Cowles re
moved with his family into the old 
hotel, where he continued to reside .as 
landlord until his removal to the Athe
neum hotel in Hartford in 1833, where 
he died about a year after. Some years 
after his death, his wife, son Theodore, 
and daughter returned to New Hart
ford, where Mrs Cowles died in 1867. 

tioned in number seven of this series, 
and an account of his family given. 
After his death in 1856, his widow con
tinued to reside upon the place. Mrs. 
Markham (as has been previously stat
ed) was the widow of Calvin Bushnell 
of Hartland. Mr. Bushnell died in 
1825, leaving her with three children
Sophronia, Parmelia and William H. 
She was married to Mr. Markham in 
1831. In 1880 she died at the residence 
of her daughter, Mrs. W. E. Thompson, 
being eighty-eight years of age. Her 
daughter Sophronia died in Winchester 
in 1866, and Parmelia died in Goshen 
in 1844. Wm H. Buo;luiell died in 1895. 

It must be remembered that the 
place which is now being considered 
comprised both 1\Ir. Dwyer's and Mr. 
Gilman ·s houses, and that the old 
house stood nearly on the ground 
where this more modern one does. 

In 18<i8, Wm. H. Bushnell bought the 
property of his mother, l\Irs. Markham, 

Abbie Ann Cowles, after corning and commenced in the spring of 1869 
bacl< to New Hartford, married Dr. to remove the old house. preparatory 
John B. Kellogg, a son of Esquire to building the new one, which stands 
Isaac Kellogg of Pine Meadow. She sli,<rhtly north and west of the old site. 
also died in 1867, and her husband died It nearly corners on the former cellar, 
in Washington, D. C., in 18\J:l. They but about twenty feet to the north. 
are both buried in Village Cemetery. This house is of Inodern design and 
Theodore Cowles died in \Vashington construction. large and capacious, two 
smne years before his brother-in-law. full stories with J:!,rench roof. It was 

After Ilarry Cowles removed to the about a year in building, and wos first 
hotel, the house was occupied by his occupied in the spring of 1870. Stand
brother. Hie hard B., who re1noyed ing upon the corner, as it docs. with a 
frmn town 1uany years ago. For sev- ma ... sive iron fence running the entire 
era! years the house was rented by length of two sides of the property, 
Henry Newell. who was a nephew of with its well kept lawn. walks and 
Hr. Calvin Coole The latter boarded ornamental trees. it is an elegant rcsi
with ::\lr. Newt'll, and in 1~41 died in dence, and an ornamt>nt to tht• village. 
the house. The property retnainc<l in Originally the propl•rtv comprised fivl• 
the hands of the Cowles fatnily until acres in one unclivilll•<l tract. but in the 
1~-t:l. when it was purchased by Dr. consrruction of the Connecticut "'l'st
l\lyron lluhharcl. a practicir.g physi- ern railrmul it was divided. leaving 
cian, who for four or tive y<-'ars occu- about un acre and a hal[ ea.o.;t. and 
piNl it. whl•n lu• cli<'d. ancl in l"'·l!l. \\'m.l thr<>t:" aei'('S wpst of t]w trade 
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In 1878, Mr. and Mrs. Bushnell deeded 
the property to their younger daughter, 
Mrs. Frank II.Cotlins, and immediately 
following this conveyance, Mr. Collin& 
commenced extensive improvements 
upon the interior. The walls and ceil
ings were elaborately frescoed, and the 
wood work renovated and refinished. 
The interior of the house is now fitted 
up in both elegance and comfort. 

Mr. Dwyer, the present owner, 
married Cora, the only child of Judge 
J: B. Foster. They have two sons, 
Foster and Arthur. Mr. Dwyer is 
a contractor and constructs works of 
large dimensions, such as city reser
voirs, dams, railroads, etc. He is away 
from home most of the time, though 
his family remain in their beaufiful 
home. 

Mr. Dwyer purchased the property in 
1884 and in January, 1885, sold the old 
house to Geo. A. Spencer, a son-in-law 
to Mr. Gilman, who 'vas then a mer
chant in town. Mr. Spencer made ex
tensive additions and iinprovements 
upon the house, and with his wife and 
three daughters lived in it until he re
moved from town in 1804, when the 
place was conveyed to Mrs. C. W. Gil
man. Mr. and ~Irs. Gilman removed to 
this house from the large farm at the 
lower end of Pine Meadow, years ago 
known as the Col. Wells place, which 
had been their home for many years. 
Mr. Gilman's first wife was Antoinette, 
a sister of John C. and Darius ll. Smith. 

the property of Theodore S. Hart, a 
locomotive engineer on the New Hart
ford branch of the N. Y., N. H. & H. 
railroad. The lot was purchased of 
the Dr. Thos. G. Hazen estate in 1885, 
and the house was built by Mr. Hart 
the year after its purchase. Here, with 
his wife and three children, Howard, 
Carrie-,.nd Theodore, he now lives. 

Seventy-five or eighty years ago, 
there was a road running just back of 
the grounds of this place in continu
ance of the street in front of the Con
gregational church and the old Acade
my building. This road, or street, 
entered what was subsequently the 
Greenwoods turnpike and now desig
nated as Main street, about where the 
scythe shop office building now stands. 
On this road, in those days were two 
houses, one belonging to Ill ichaellTil
lett, which was situated very near the 
spot upon which stood Mr. Dwyer's 
barn, which was burned several years 
since. This Mr. Gillett was one of the 
two sons of the pioneer settler, Mat
thew Gillett, who was the first town 
clerk of New Hartford. The other 
house was owned by a .Mr. ::\Jinthorn, 
and stood about twenty-five rods north. 
nearly back of the :.\!ajor Brown place. 
These two houses have he en destroyed 
and the street discontinued nutny 
years. 

~l':\IIIEH 'J'WE:\"1'\'-EHiiiT. 

She died in ISGS, leaving five children- The stt·eet mcntinnctl in tht~ last 
Jennie, who married Davi(l :\Jecker nutnber as having hl'L'll elo~t·d for many 
and died in r~,lorida about thirteen years, was a continuation of what is 
years ago, Henry P .. Mary Plrs. Spcn- now l<nown as ('hurch ~trcct. and at 
cer), Chester \Vn1 .. anti Ji~lias E .. whu the northern end of the portion now 
were both killed at tht~ Tariffvillt• open to the puhlic. stands what was f\H' 

disaster on the Conn. \Vcstern railroad. forty years the hricl,;: ~l'hool houst• of 
Jan. l;'l, 1!-liS. llis present wife .i:o. .Julia. the ~orth End di:-..trkt. This huilding
the daughter of Allen .Jewett. tnen

tioned in No. Seven. 
or the castL•rn half of it was ft,l"lllt.'rly 
··the ac<.ulemy."" built (lnring- th\_• :--pring-

Hmne rods north of :\[r. Uilman"s anti snmmL•r of J:-(\7. by an assoeia~itll\ 
house we find. a few feet south of .1. F. of citiZL'lls int.L•resh•d in tlw edHL"tl:ion 

King"s place. a nL•at. tnotlL•rn house. of youth in this town. Tlw ground on 
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which the building stands has a history 
of its own which will be given in an
other article, embracing an account of 
the Congregational church, which 
stands just south of the academy 
building. 

The following subscription paper will 
give the best possible information as to 
tl1e purpose for which the acade!Iy was 
erected, and the names of those by 
whose enterprise the matter V<"as 
carried on. 

'·Whereas, a building suitable for an 
Academy or High school is much need
ed in this village, together with a room 
for the purposes of occasional religious, 
literary and other meetings. We the 
subscribers, hereby engage to pay the 
sum of ten dollars for each share here
unto by us respectivelv subscribed, for 
the purpose of defraying expenses of 
erecting such a building. The first or 
lower story, to be appropriated to the 
purposes of an Academy or High school, 
and if the ecclesiastical society and the 
proprietors of the meeting house shall 
consent to the erection of said building, 
on the ground north of said meeting 
house, belonging to said society or 
proprietors, the said second or upper 
story shall be under the direction of a 
committee appointed by said ecclesias
tical society, so far as it regards religi
ous meetings, and for all otjJ.er purposes 
both rooms shall be under the direction 
of the stock holders, or a cmLmittee by 
them appointed. 

Any person who shall subscribe and 
pay one or more shares, shall have the 
privilege of sending his or her children 
to said school, free of rent for said 
school room. 

It is further understood that, if the 
sum subscribecl shall exceed eight 
hundrecl dollars, the shares shall be 
so reducecl as tc bring them to that 
sum. 

Sanfortl Brown; seven and one-half 
shares: Oco. C. Kellogg. seven and one
half sh:tres: Tertius \Vadsworth, seven 
an•l one·h•tlf shares; IIal"l"y Cowles, five 
shares: \Vtn. U. \Villiatns. five shares: 

one share; Marquis Richards, one 
share; Daniel S. Bird, one share; Elijah 
Strong, one share; David L. Woodruff, 
one share; Caleb C. Goodwin, one share; 
Hiram Pike, one share; Wilcox & Buck
ley, one share; Thomas Dyer, six shares; 
Geo. C. Dun well, one share; Orrin Good
win, one share; Henry Seymour, in 
services, one~ share; John Morris, one 
share. 

The above and foregoing, is a true 
copy of the original subscription. 

Attest HENRY JoNES, 
Clerk of the Society. 

The entrance to the original Academy . 
building, was at the eastern end, by a 
large door opening into an entry or 
vestibule, with stairs winding to the 
right and left to the hall above. 

The first school taught in this build
ing commenced in the fall of 1837, with 
Mr. Illinois Winter as principal, and an 
assistant by the name of Bartlett. Mr. 
Winter was a man of more than ordi
nary ability, a most excellent discipli
narian and teacher. Some of the 
elderly men and women now residing 
in this village were the boys and girls 
of fifty-eight years ago, who attended 
his school. Although so many years 
have rolled away, the mention of Mr. 
Winter brings back with vivid reality, 
the school days of "old times" in the 
New Hartford academy. The school 
was under control of a board of trus
tees, who took matters of importance 
into their hands and settled all ques
tions of discipline which required more 
authority than the teachers felt at 
liberty to exert. The select, or high 
school. established so auspiciously un
der lllr. Winter's tutelage, was contin
ued prosperously for some fourteen 
years, many from out of town availing 
thcmsdvcs of its educational privi
leges. Mr \Vinter remained as princi
pal thrc~ or four years. and was suc
ceeded by ~!r. Richard Tollman of Bos
ton, whose sister was his assistant. 
Other teachers concluct.t•<l the academy, 

Calvin Cook. two shares: ,J. M. Bat·wick. 
two shares: Richard B. Cowles. three 
srta.l'es: Ilcnt·y .Tones, four shares; H. B 
Elmore. two sha,res: Svlvestm· \Villa.rtl, 
thirty-scv1~n dollars: l~thnun1l Case, two 
sha,r~~o..;: ltou·er II. Mills. two shareS: 
.lohn Brow~1. one sh~u·t•: l'harlPs B. 
Hichards, on!' share: M ilps lticharcls, 

among- whom were Mr. l{ollins. a \Ves
le_van student; .1. Bradley, Yale; Miss 
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Emily Goodwin, afterwards Mrs Joseph 
Seymour of Syracuse, N. Y.; Alpha 
Rockwell; Amos R. Phippen; John 
Smith; Henry Rockwell and H. S. 
Barbour. The last select school taught 
in the old academy was by Miss Ann 
Eliza Jones, now the widow of James 
B. Crowe, ir. the summer of 1850, and 
was exclusively for young pupils. 

During the summer of 1851, it was 
determined to make use of the old 
academy building for a public school 
house. Accordingly, with the consent 
of the proprietors, it was taken for 
that purpose, and that fall the first 
public school was commenced within 
its walls, by Alonzo Burr. The build
ing was then but half its present size, 
and was found inadequate for the pur
pose, so, after much bitter opposition 
by a few of the tax payers, it was 
voted to enlarge it. The determina
tion was to build an addition on the 
west end the size of the original struc
ture, the district to have possession of 
both of the lower rooms, and the acad
emy stockholders to have and control 
the entire hall or upper part. John C. 
Smith agreed to assume the expense of 
the work, the district and the academy 
association to afterwards reimburse 
him; this was accordingly done, and 
upon its completion, Mr Smith, in con
sideration of $1000, conveyed by deed 
his right and title to the building to 
the district, reserving to the stock
holders certain rights and privileges 
relative to the hall above. This deed 
may be found recorded in Vol. 19, page 
174, Land Records of New Hartford. 

Previous to this, August 26, 1852, cer
tain individuals jointly signed a note in 
favor of the Society of Savings at Hart
ford, for eight hundred dollars, which 
loan had been made use of to pay the 
expenses of fitting up the newly en
larged Academy Hall. The signers of 
this note were John C. Smith. Roger H. 
Mills, Geo. R. Jewett, Thos. G. Hazen, 
Orrin Ooodwin, Sanford Drown, Carlos 

Holcomb, Henry Jones, Walter Beaney 
and R. H. Wheeler. The interest on 
this note was regularly paid, and the 
proceeds of the hall devoted to the 
purpose mentioned. 

In 1868, many of the proprietors hav
ing died, a new note was asked for by 
the bank. At this time Mr Walter 
Beaney took control of Academy Hall, 
by consent of the other signers, and 
managed it for several years, keeping 
it in repair, and taking the proceeds. 
During all this time the hall had been 
used by the Congregational society for 
religious purposes, the town had used 
it for public meetings, and it had been 
let for various general purposes, the 
intention of the stockholders of 1837, 
being carried out in every particular. 
In 1870, Mr Beaney relinquished con
trol of the hall to the Congregational 
society, who assumed the payment of 
the eight hundred dollar note, and they 
by a kind of tacit consent have mana
ged it ever since, their right to the 
property remaining as originally grant
ed by the compact of 1837. 

The first school tanght in the remorl
eled building, was commenced in the 
fall of 1852, with Frederick B. Brig
ham as principal, the primary depart
ment being taught hy his wife. 

In 1874, the ladies of the Congrega
tional society, with means raised by 
them, remodeled Academy Hall, divid
ing it into three separate parts. Upon 
the eastern end a convenient kitchen 
has been done off and fitted up. Upon 
the western end a large parlor is sepa
rated from the center or lecture room, 
which is about the size of the original 
hall, is neatly fitted up with settees, 
and is capable of holding an audience of 
from one hundred and fifty to two hun
dred. It is well adapted to the pur
poses for which it is intended, t. c., the 
holding of religious and literary meet
ings, amusements and social gather
ings. In 1891, the lower or school 
rooms were so changed as to make one 
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hall or large room in front, with a,n ing committee, the committee were 
ante-room and kitchen done off on the authorized to change the north line 
west end, the middle entrance being and to add not to exceed fifteen feet to 
removed to open into the ante-room. the street front, it was also voted to 
This was <lone so that Ed win R. Lee add $3,000 to the $5,000 already voted 
Post Xo. 7~. Grand Army of the Repub- with which to build the new school 
lie, and 1\'oman·s Relief Corps, Xo. 41, house. 
Auxiliary to the Post, should have a A plan, drawn by J. E. Wheelock of 
place to meet. Notwithstanding these Collinsville was accepted, and the con
changes, it should be remembered that tracts for the new building were given 
the rights of the original builders and to H. M. Sweet of Winsted for the 
stockholders and their heirs, still re- wood work, and to L. D. E. Hotchkiss, 
main g-oml, and the objects for which also of Winsted, for the stone work. 
in lB:n, the twenty-nine contributors The work of excavation commenced on 
inten<lerl it, should remain inviolate. Tuesday, Sept. 15, 1885, and the stone 

For several years previous to 1885 work was begun Sept. 21. The last 
there were rumors that the old Acad- school session ii> the Academy building 
emy building was not in a safe condi- closed June 18, 1886, with E. L. 
tion on account of defects in the found- Richardson of Lebanon, principal, Miss 
ation and walls on the north side, and 
at an adjourned meeting of the North 
End district bel·! Aug. 25, 1884. a com
mittee of five were instructed to 
ascertain ·'if the present school build
ing· is in a safe condition. and, if it 
neetls repairs. the cost thereof." 

After several meetings and discus
sions. it was voted at a special meeting 
of the district, held April20, 1885, "that 
the district change its present site and 
fix upon a new one for a school house. ' 1 

At the same meeting it was decided to 
instruct the district committee to pur
chased of II. L. Jones one hundred and 
lifty feet on the east side of )Jain street 
adjoining the place of \Vm. S. Seymour. 
running bacl{ from the street to the 
river. at a cost not exceeding $HOO. At 
this InL•cting a building cmntnittee con
sistiug of F. \\'. Btu\vell. II l\[. Uates, 
Ut•o. A. Spen~er. B. H. Carter and G. 
\Y. Bancroft were instructed to procure 
a. plan for a new school house to be 
huilt on the lot nwntioned and to erect 
Uw same at a cost not to exceed $a,ooo. 

Anna E. Stone assistant. 

The new school building was complet
ed during the summer of 1886 and open
ed for pupils with the fall term 
beginning Sept. 13, 1886, with Malcolm 
M. McKenzie, a graduate of Yale 
College, as principal, Miss Anna E. 
Stone in charge of the primary depart
ment, and Miss Hattie Stone as prin
cipal's assistant. Mr McKenzie was 
obliged to give up the school on account 
of ill health, after teaching less 
than a year, and was succeeded by 
~'rank H. Munn, of Pittsfield, Mass., 
who taught two years. Succeeding 
principals have been: Geo. E. Marsh of 
Cambridge, Mass.; C. H. Griffith, F. E. 
George and Edgar H. Lane of Killing
ly, Conn., now on his third year in the 
position. After teaching a year in the 
new building, Miss Anna E. Stone 
resigned the charge of the primary de
partment, and was married in Septem
ber, 11'187, to Frederick II. Jones of this 
village. l111ss Mary Bull of Winsted, 
Miss Beach. and l\liss Ada Walker of 

Till' treasurt•r was authori:t.ed to borrow \Yorcester, 1\lass .. now teaching for the 
~.-,,()()() on the t'l'l'llit of the district for fourth year. have been the prituary 
tlu• purpose. tcacht•rs. 

At a spt•cial nweting held Sept. H, The school house, as it now stands on 
l:-!."1.-1. ealll'c\ at tlw l't'CJnest of tlw huild- l\lain street, is one of the ornaments of 
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the village. lt is 80 by 32 feet, two 
stories and basement, and a front pro
jection 27 feet wide, extending 9 feet 
from the body of the house. The first 
story is clapboarded, painted red, the 
second is covered with ornamental 
stained shingles. The windows have 
small panes of glass in the upper sash, 
and one large pane in the lower. 
There is a gable roof in front, and 
square roofs at either end, the chim
neys are also at each end. On the first 
floor are two commodious, well appoint
ed &chool rooms, the one on the north 
for the high school, and the one on the 
south for the primary department, 
with separate entrances and cloak 
rooms in each, for boys and girls, also 
closets ·for rna ps, charts, etc. On the 
second floor are also two large rooms, 
and a small recitation room. In the 
basement are two furnace rooms, coal 
rooms, janitor's rooms, and two play 
rooms with cement floors. In the rear 
of the building is a play ground, ex
tending back to the river. The total 
cost of the school house, including site, 
furnishing and heating apparatus, was 
$9,669.11. 

The course of study is at present a 
three years' course, but when this 
town has a consolidation of school 
districts, a high school with a four 
years' currict..lum can be maintained. 

NUMBER TWENTY-NINE. 

With the development of the water 
power along the Tunxis in the North 
Village, and the consequent increase 
in population and enterprise, the in
habitants of that portion of the town 
began to feel the need of a place of 
worship nearer home than the old 
meeting house on Town Hill. The 
new cmners in town were entirely 
without interest in the old place of 
worship, and feeling no attachment for 
the time-honored locality, looked at 
the matter of a new church without 

any consideration of sentiment, but 
purely as a matter of public and private 
convenience in religious accommoda
tions. It was not strange that this 
enterprise should have been viewed 
with disfavor by the pastor and mem
bers of the church resident on Town 
Hill, nor that public feeling, pro and 
con for a time ran high, and the good 
people of the town were divided into 
two factions in church matters. Early 
in 1828, a number of gentlemen resid
ing in the northern part of the town 
associated themselves for the purpose 
of building a house of worship of 
the Congregational order. Prominent 
among these were Roger Mills, Esq., 
William G. Williams, Esq., Col. William 
Goodwin, Capt. Harry Cowles and Capt. 
Aaron Richards. 

It has beer the generally received 
belief that the ground on which the 
church stands was given to the eccle
siastical society by Capt. Sylvester 
Seymour, but, as this land was by him 
deeded to his son Henry in 1824, as 
shown by record, this seems to sustain 
the claim that Henry Seymour was the 
donor. There was never any legal 
conveyance made of the property, but 
a verbal proviso was made by .Mr. Sey
mour that the ground should never 
be used for other than church purposes. 
At the time of the building of the 
church, the old highway on which it 
fronts was re-opened, as far as the 
Academy building, and the cross street 
leading, directly to it from Greenwoods 
turnpike was given for a highway by 
William 0. Williams and !larry Cowles, 
the orchard of the former, and the 
dooryard of the latter being divided by 
a fence which ran through what is now 
the middle of this street. 

In April, IH2H, the corner stone of 
the prL•sent brick church was lahl in 
the prL•scncc of a large as~wmbly of 
pl'tlplL•, with appropriate ccr.._•moniL·s. 

Rev. Chauncey Lee, ll. ll., of Colebrook 
preached a ~crtnon. antl a hymn cmn-
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posed for the occasion by William G. 
Williams, Esq., was sung by a select 
choir. ~eats were built on the ground 
to accommodate worshippers and spec
tators. 

Nov. 18, 1828, those engaged in the 
enterprise were organized into a cor
porate body under the name of the 
"North Ecclesiastical ~ociety of New 
Hartford," and on the 25th of Decem
ber following the church was organ
ized by a committee of the North Con
sociation of Litchfield County, the 
consociation having previously met at 
the house of Capt. Harry Cowles, Dec. 
10, to consider the petition of those 
who desired to be thus organized into 
a church, and reported favorably there
on. The church was organized with 
sixty-two 1ncmbers, of \vhom none are 
now living. 

The names of the original members, 
a large proportion of whom were from 
the mother church on the hill, are as 
follows: 

John Brown, Millicent Brown, Roger 
Mills, Nancy S. Mills, Daniel Wads
worth, Martha Wadsworth, Pitman 
Stow, Lois Stow, Elizabeth Meigs, 
Esther L. Lusk. Margaret Cowles, 
Harry Ct>wles. Ab;gail Cowles, William 
U. Williams, Tryphena Williams, Aure
lia Williams. Joel llilchcock, Polly 
llitchcocl<, Abi Case, Clarissa Case, 
Patty llowd, Joauna Driggs, Laura 
Driggs, Phineas Gillett, Clarissa Gillett. 
Olive M. Perkins, Edward A. Brool<s, 
Lois Gillet, Charles B. Itichards, Lucy 
Richards, Eunice: Messenger, Lois 1\Ies
senger, \Villiam Goodwin, Abigail 
Uoodwin, Aaron Richards, Polly Rich
ards, Marquis Richards and his wife, 
Polly Richards, ~ally Richards, Chaun
cey Scytnour, Anna Seymour, Elijah 
Strong. Lovina Strong. \\'ylh~ Marsh, 
llarrict ~Iarsh. ~lary Ucar. Harriet 
Uear, Mary A. Spencer. Jerusha Mc
Xar,v. \\'illiam Cook .. Jr., gliza Cook. 
Alpla~ns (;ains, Sus:tnna (;uins. Sally 
ltichar<ls (wife of ~lilL•s ltichar<ls), 

Emily Goodwin 
Goodwin), Asa 
Elihu Webster, 
seph C. Buell, 
Sikes. 

(wife of Hezekiah 
Gilbert, Mrs. Gilbert, 
Stephen Bald win, J o
Mary Buell, Harvey 

Rev. Elam C. Clark supplied the pul
pit quite a portion of the first year. 
In December, 1829, Rev. Burr Baldwin 
was called to become the first pastor of 
the church and was installed Feb. 17, 
1830. The church has had ten settled 
pastors, viz: Revs. Burr Baldwin, Feb. 
1830-Feb. 1833; Wyllis Lord. D. D., Oct. 
1834-Dec. 1838; John Woodbridge, D. D. 
April1839-1842; Alexander Leadbetter, 
May 1844-May 1849; Joseph A. Saxton, 
Jan. 1851-0ct. 1852; ~'rank A. Spencer, 
~ept. 1853-J an. 1863; .r ames B. Cleve
land. 1863-67; Alpheus Winter, 1868-69; 
S. S. Martyn, 1870-74; Rev. FrederiC 
H. Adams, 1875-Dtc. 1887. The present 
pastor; Rev. John P. Hawley, came to 
the church in July, 1888, but has never 
been installed, his pastorate extending 
from year to year at the option of him
self and of the church. 

'L'he deacons of the church have been, 
John Brown, elected in 1829; Charles B. 
Richards, 1833; Roger H. Mills, 1849; 
Jason C Keach, 1849; llowell W. 
Brown, 1857; Eugene A. Rogers, 1882; 
John Richards, 1888; F. B. Jones, Geo. 
A. Spencer, 1890; Oco. \V. Bancroft, 1892; 
Thos . . ]. Quilter, 1894. Deacons John 
Brown. C. B. Hichards, J. C. Keach, 
H. W. Brown and John Richards all 
died in office. Deacon Mills removed 
from town. Deacon E. A. Rogers re
signed in 1888, and Deacon G. A. Spen
cer in 18!l3. The present officers of the 
church arc Deacons F. ll. Jones, G. \V. 
Bancroft and T. J. Quilter. 

The church in .Jan. HW5, had a mem· 
bership of 122, and the ~unday ~chool, 
organized cnrly in 1~29, now numbers 
l~n 1ne1nbers. 

In Hl:iO tlll' church edifice was reno· 
vate<l and rl•modelcd, the pulpit. which 
fnrmcrly was on the cast end, unrlcr 
till' singl•rs' gallt•ry, wus removed to 
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the west end of the audience room, the north side are four windows. all 
fronting the entrance and choir. The tasteful in color but varied in design. 
high backed pews were cut down, the The first was given by the Runday 
floor. which formerly rose on an incline school; the second has the monogram 
of some two feet from east to west, was •·c. W. G.'' and was placed by l\lr. 
leveled, and from time to time, the Chester W. Gilman; the third is in 
building received internal embellish- memory of the late. William Markham 
ments and repairs, about $3,000 being 1811-18\lO, and the fourth is a memorial 
expended prior to 18\lO. for Samuel and Abigail Couch, 17\l:i-

During the winter of 18\JO-\ll, the 1188o ancl 1800-18\lO. On the south side 
C~lUrch agai~ received a thorough inte- are also fom: ol'Damental windows; the 
nor renovatwn at an expense of $3,677. first was gJVen by the Christian En
The old white and gold high pulpit, so deavor society. and the second by Dea. 
handsome in its day, and the reversed J. C. Keach; th" third was placed by 
pews on either side were removed, and :vir. Robert R. Hmith in memory of 
in their stead was placed a slightly Deacon Howell W. Brown; the fourth 
raised platform, some twelve feet in is a double memorial. one half given by 
width, extending across the west end the Misses Chloe and Panthea Hopkins, 
of the church to the space for the the other in memory of Richard H. 

organ. which stands in the southwest Wheeler. 
The old singers' seats or gallery, on 

the east end of t.he church was retain
ed as a balcony when the organ and 
choir were moved below, and in this 
gallery are three ornamebtal windows 
placed by Frank W. Jones of London, 
England, in memory of his father, the 
late Henry Jones, his mother, Aurelia 
Williams Jones, and his aunt, Louisa 
.Jones. Over the doors in the vestibule 
are three stained glass windows, put in 
by the Ladies' Aid Society. 

corner of the audience room, with the 
choir in front. On the center of this 
platform is the reading desk and three 
upholstered chairs. In the north corner 
stands a beautiful grand piano, pur
chased by the Sunday school. The fine 
pipe organ, costing $17o0, was built by 
Johnson & Son of Westfield, Mass., and 
was paid for by private subscription, 
augmented by some $400 raised by en
tertainments given by the Literary and 
Social Union, at one of which Clara 
Louise Kellogg and concert troupe 
gave their services. 

The interior of the church is painted 
in tasteful tints of golden olive with 
trimmings of wartn brown, harmoniz
ing with the oak railings of the choir 
screen, and the massive oak case of the 
organ, with its handsomely decorated 
pipes. Carpets of a harmonious color
ing cover the floor and platform. Nine 
large stained glass windows add to the 
beauty and refinement of the audience 
room. 'l'he western \Vindow is an alle
gorical representation in rich coloring 
of The Good Shepherd. It was phtced 
by the five living children of the late 
John C. Smith and Ellen C. Rmith, as a 
loving memorial of their parents. On 

Two fifteen burner glass reflectors 
have replaced the old chandelier and 
side lamps, with handsome new shaded 
lights for the organ. The church was 
rededicated with appropriate ceremo
mes March 13, 18\l1, and opened for 
Sunday services on March 15. The 
following clergymen took part in the 
dedicatory services, with the pastor, 
Rev. ,J. P. Hawley;-Rev. Hiram Eddy 
D. D., Canaan; Rev. A. Goodnough, 
Manchester; Rev. II. N. Kinney and 
l~ev. I-I. P. Peck, Winsted; Rev. N. 0. 
Mohr. Barkhamsted. 

It should be here noted that the 
~emi-centennial of the organization of 
the church \vas celebrated Dec. 25, 
1878, by a memorial sermon by the 
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"'ads\vorth "'as a. native of Fartn- as the ''ol<l boarding house~·· and en
ington, a descendant of W11liam \Va<l8- gagccl with Isaac Kellogg, ~~sq., in the 
worth. one of the first settlers and manufacture of cutlery. 

land holclers of Hartford. William had With its purclut"' by Sylvester tley
two sons. John and .Joseph. the former, mour the old yellow house began to 
the aneester of Seth, removed to Farm- decline from its former state, no longer 
ington. and was a member of the senate dignified as "the tavern," no longer 
from that town when his brother, the occupied by its owner, it was turned 
daring Capt. .Joseph. secreted the into a tenement house. and no one now 
chartet· of the colouyin the historic oak. living can tell how many families it 

:llr. Wadsworth removed with his harbored during the next thirty yea1•s. 
family to New llartford. and occupied It used to be facetiously said that no 
the yellow house, cultivating the farm person could become a citizen of New 
appertaining to it until 181 :l, when on Hartford until he had lived in "the old 
August 28, of that year he gave a quit 
claim deed of the property to his son, 
Tenius. for fi3:WO He returned to 
Fannington the satne year. \Vhere he 
died .July 22. 1830, aged 83 years. 
Those who remember this old gentle
man. picture him as a large man. in
clining to corpulel' ·,e. and not over 
particular as to his dress, relyiLg on 
his assured social position ., nd his 
solid worth of character and property, 
rather than on fine clothes, for his 
place in public esteem. 

Four sons of Seth Wadsworth settled 
in this vicinity. viz.: Hezekiah married a 
daughter of Rev. OznJs Eels of Bark
hamsted, and lived in that town. where 
he died in December 1813; Tertius. Ed
win and Daniel became citizens of New 
Hartford. and will receive further men
tion as these sketches progress. 

The next occupant of the house, Ter
tius vVadsworth, married about the 
time of his puchase, Polly, the second 
daughter of Esquire Chauncey Seymour 
of West Hill. Here was born in May 
18!:{, their first son, the late Elisha H. 
\V ads worth of Chicago, Ill. 

In March 1813, Tertius Wadsworth 
deeded this property to Sylvester Sey
mour for $3500, but seems to have con
tinuecl to reside with his family in the 
house for a while after the date 
of this deed. During the year 1813 l\lr. 
Wadsworth removed to Pine Meadow, 
to the larg-e white house. now known 

yellow house." Every new family who 
came to the villag-e found shelter with
in its expansive walls until they could 
build, buy or rent a dwelling elsewhere. 
One of the rooms in the ell was turned 
into a shop, and rented to artisans of 
different trades, and about 1820, a pri
vate school was kept in the old ball 
room, and attended by the children of 
the quality. 

Meantime the house was slowly and 
surely growing old, the ·•yellow" was 
fading out, the walls grew dingy, the 
windows rattled in their loose casings, 
and the worn thresholds sank under the 
constant tread of many feet. A bout 1830. 
the main portion of the building had 
become so dilapidated by age, that !VIr. 
Heymour removed the ell, or newer 
part, a short distance up the hill, and 
made of it a separate tenement. Anson 
Van Dusen, mentioned in number 
twenty-six, purchased and repaired it 
in 184!l, after which time it was owned 
and occupied by his family until burn
ed in 188!J. 

In 1835, as previouly stated, Mrs. 
Hopkins and daughters purchased the 
old house, and exchanged with Thomas 
Dyer in 184:3. Mr Dyer almost immedi
ately sold it to Roger II. Mills, Esq., 
during whose ownership it was rented 
to different families, though only a 
portion of the building was at this 
time habitable. 

In December 1848, Mr. Mills sold the 
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house to Wilson B. Spring. who had 
previously occupied it. and he immedi
ately commenced building the house 
which now stands upon the site. tear
ing down from time to time portions of 
the old structure. and continuing to 
occupy the western portion of it until 
the new house was ready for a dwelling. 
The new building stands several feet 
fmthcr south than the former one, and 
somewhat further back from the cross 
highway. :llr Spring was a native of 
(;ranby, and came to this town f1·om 
Canton about 18~4. lie learned the 
trade of a machinist at the establish
ment of the Kellogg Brothers in Pine 
~leadow, afterwarcl he took up the lmsi
rwss of n1aldng and repairing wagons~ 
which he carrie(l on for a tiine in a 
shop built by him just west of his house. 
This building was afterward used for a 
""lock up"" by the town. and only re
cently torn down. In Jtlal he married 
Lucy, the secniHl daug-hter of l'cacon 
Charles B. ltichards: their children 
were Charles Frederic!< .. JaneK. and a 
daughter who died in infancy. :llr. 
Spring. who was a deputy sheriff. while 
in pursuit of a criminal, was ldlle<l by 
the falling of a derrick used in the con
'truction of a bridge across the river 
at the North Village. in LS:il. Jlis 
widow survived him. an<l occupied the 
house until her death in 1H7;i. Fred
crick died in 18GO; ,] an e. the last sur
vivor of the family, made this he1· home 
until failing health rendered it neces
sary that she be removed to the care of 
friends. She died of heart disease Aug 
:l\1, 1878 at the house of her uncle. Ilea. 
.John Jtichards. 

and it was for a number of yeg,rs the 
horne of the widow of Capt. Harry 
Cowles, and her daughter Abbie Ann. 
l\Irs Cowles, who was long a bed-ridden 
invalid, died here in 1867, after which 
her faithful daughter married Dr. John 
B. Kellogg, of Washington, D. C., but 
lived to enjoy scarcely a year of wed
ded life. 

In October. 1878, Mrs. Olive B. Priest. 
wife of the late Scott J. Priest, pur
chased the house of the executor of 
l\liss Spring's estate. Mrs. Priest made 
noteworthy improvements on the place. 
enlarged the ell portion of the house. 
added blinds and har.dsomely graded 
the grounds. llere her husband died 
;\larch. 1H71J, and her only son, E'ilwin 
Eugene. a beautiful boy of fifteen. the 
following Novetnber. 

In ,] une. !881. Mrs. Priest married 
Nelson A. Humphrey of Bainbridge. 
N. Y .. and left >New llartford for a 
new home in thi.:t town. 

In J:IB7, the hou&e was purchased of 
!\Irs. llumphrey by Alexander Pinney. 
who. with his wife. now occupies it. 

1\lr. Pinney is a native of <1ranby. in 
this stat". and came to New Hartford 
from Pleasant Valley in 18:io. Ill' 
married .laue Stewart of Barkhamsted. 
by whom he had four children. two 
died in !'arly childhood in Tariffville. 
where 1\lr. Pinney lived before going 
to Pleasant Valley: Ueorge. a young 
man, was killed in the Tariffville rail
road disastl'r in 187.>: Libbie is the wife 
of Oliver T. Hungerford of N'Pw York 
city. 1\lr. Pinney is a skillful wood 
worl<er and carpenter. and has been in 
the employ of the On•pnwoods Co. for 

After the death of Mr Spring, his over forty yenrs. 
widow rented a portion of the house. 

[TO H~: CONTINU~:D.j 




